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Barony of the Steppes: October 2022



Calendar of Events
October 2022

Photo credit Andrea Stöckel via https://www.publicdomainpictures.net
2

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
Archery 
Practice

3
Fighter 
Practice & 
Business 
Meeting

4
Chivalric & 
Rapier 
Practice

5 6 7 1/8

9 10
Fighter 
Practice

11
Chivalric, 
Rapier, & 
A&S 
Practice

12 13 14 15

16
Archery 
Practice

17
Fighter 
Practice

18
Chivalric, 
Rapier, & 
A&S 
Practice

19 20
Business 
Meeting

21 22

23/30 24/31
Fighter 
Practice

25
Chivalric, 
Rapier, & 
A&S 
Practice

26 27 28 29

30 31
Halloween

Find all of our events on our website

Kingdom 
A&S

Key:
Steppes Practice   
Glaslyn Practice

Events

Elfsea 
College

Demo

https://ansteorra.org/steppes/steppes-calendar-of-events/
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Archery 
First & Third Sundays 
2PM-5PM 
Westlake Sports Center
601 Gross Rd, Mesquite, TX

Chivalric & Rapier
Tuesdays 7PM-9PM
St Luke’s Lutheran Church
1210 W Belt Line Rd, 
Richardson, TX

Glaslyn Practice & 
Business Meeting
Mondays 6PM 
North Lakes Park 2001 W. 
Windsor Dr., Denton, TX

Steppes Business 
Meeting
3rd Thursday 7PM
Palio’s Pizza
1469 W Campbell Rd, 
Richardson, TX
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Thrown Weapons
On hiatus

Newcomers’ Academy
On hiatus

Culinary Guild
1st Wednesday 7PM 
901 N US 75-Central Expy 
1000, Plano, TX

Scribal Guild
Tuesdays 7PM-9PM
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
1210 W Belt Line Rd, 
Richardson, TX

Music Guild
On hiatus

*All SCA Practices and 
Meetings are free to attend

Elfsea Demo: National 
Night Out
Tuesday 4th 5PM – 9PM
Bicentennial Park  
900 E Glendale St, Crowley, 
TX 76036

Kingdom A&S
Saturday 8th 8AM - 8PM
Crouch Event Center
900 E. Glendale, Crowley, 
Texas 76036

Elfsea Baronial 
College
Saturday 26th 8AM – 9PM
First Jefferson Unitarian 
Universalist Church
1959 Sandy Ln, Fort Worth, 
TX 76112
Link Here

Event Info
October 2022

https://fb.me/e/3GjjXwB9q
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Baron 
Baudoyn de Layfayette 
baron@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Baroness 
Katerine le Roux d’Anjou 
baroness@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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Greetings!

It was the best of times, it was the…best of times?  Things 
have been going really well in the Steppes. War of Legends was a 
great event with fun being had by all. Our practices continue to 
grow and there are a lot of new faces all over the place.

After a really busy stretch, we don’t have an event until 
12th Night in January, but we’ll have plenty of things to do!  War 
of the Rams is coming up soon, a camping event full of melees, 
food and fun! We look forward to seeing the populace there and 
at any of our local gatherings.

Sleepless in Steppes,

Baron Baudoyn and Baroness Katerine
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       Seneschal
      Elspeth de Stervlen 
        seneschal@steppes.ansteorra.org

Greetings Steppes!!
Our Barony continues to grow!! 

Thank you to everyone that has helped grow 
our practices! It is amazing. 

Our place for populace/business 
meetings is a wonderful place.  The officers 
issue a challenge to all: bring a friend, or 
more, to this meeting. We can use all the 
help deciding to goals for the Barony.

We have 12th Night coming up, and 
next year is STEPPES WARLORD 50TH 
YEAR!!!

Thank you for all you do. This Barony 
is strong as the Oak!!

Baroness Elspeth de Stervlen
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Word from the Baronial Officers

      Herald
      Elionora inghean Ui Cheallaigh    
        herald@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Greetings unto the populace of Steppes and 
Glaslyn,

Things have been calm and steady on 
the local heraldry front – more submissions, 
more events, and more learning as always. 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any 
questions or I can provide assistance with 
registering names or devices.

Steppes Twelfth Night will be here 
before we know it, and Steppes Warlord 50 is 
already in the planning stages. Voice heralds 
for court or site heraldry are always 
appreciated at these events. Please let me 
know if you'd like to volunteer and I'll 
happily make those arrangements.

In Service,

Lady Elionora inghean Ui Cheallaigh
MKA Laura Johnson
Oakenwald Pursuivant

       Exchequer
      Lady Astrid Folkadottir 
       exchequer@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Greeting populace.
Our bank account is healthy, as of 

8/31/22 we have $20,684.64 in the bank 
account.  As we head into the last quarter of 
the of year it's time to start thinking out 
next year's budget.  The financial committee 
will be reviewing and approving the budget 
in november.

In service

Astrid Flokadottir
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       Rapier Marshal
       Lord Sean Tabor
         rapier@steppes.ansteorra.org

Unto the populace of the Barony of the 
Steppes,
Ld. Sean Tabor sends greetings!

September has seen much growth in 
the Steppes. We've had consistently high 
turnouts at Rapier practice with great 
participation from our local fighters and 
visitors from the Kingdom of the West, 
Seawinds, HEMA and across Ansteorra.  Our 
reputation is growing as a vibrant and 
welcoming fighter practice. Huzzah the 
Steppes!

Our Rapier loaner gear is getting an 
upgrade with 3 new masks. 2 large and 1 
medium which will allow us to field 6 new 
fighters with gear, two in each size.  All our 
loaner kits will have a mask, hood, tunic, 
gorget, gloves plus the best Darkwood loaner 
blades in the Kingdom! We continue to have 
new fighters come to practice and look 
forward to needing to get more loaner sets 
assembled. 

We continue our work to produce a 
Steppes video series entitled "Barony of the 
Steppes Zero to Hero program" detailing 
how to make your own hood, tunic and 
gorget for our new fighters and those outside 
our barony who need gear to get started.

Myself and our dedicated rapier 
marshal deputies Brydydd and Andrew are 
looking forward to helping others have fun 
and enjoy Rapier in the Steppes.

 
YIS

Ld. Sean 

       Archery Marshal
      Eadgyth Beornesdohtor
        archery@steppes.ansteorra.org

Unto the populace of the Barony of 
the Steppes, your Archery Marshal sends 
greetings.

Steppes archers enjoyed THREE 
glorious ranges this month: War of Legends 
and two baronial archery practices. 

If you missed War of Legends, you 
missed one of the most epic archery 
competitions of all time — including 
shooting at 3D targets from a moving horse, 
and shooting a charging bull!  Archery was 
indeed legendary at that event.

We also had good participation at the 
two baronial practices this month, with 
seven archers on the 11th and twelve on the 
18th. A big thanks goes to our honored 
guest, Master Sebastian Eton Frobishire, 
one of the premiere Arcs D'Or of the 
Kingdom. He gave a great class to the 
beginner archers.

This month, we shot three Royal 
Rounds, and now have six Steppes archers 
on the ranked handbow list. You can find 
our archers on the Ansteorran Archery 
Scores site.

Come on out and shoot with us in this 
glorious Fall weather! (There will be 
pumpkins…) Our next scheduled ranges are 
the 2nd and 16th of October (1st and 3rd 
Sundays) at our usual spot: Westlake Park 
Archery Range, 601 Gross Rd, Mesquite, TX 
75149.  

See you on the range!

Lady Eadgyth Beornesdohtor  

https://scores-sca.org/public/scores_current.php?R=8&Shoot=11&W=41
https://scores-sca.org/public/scores_current.php?R=8&Shoot=11&W=41
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       Webminister
      Hákon the Blacksmith
       webminister@steppes.ansteorra.org

 
No news from the webminster this month.  As 
always, the Steppes’ website can be found 
here!

    Minister of Arts & Sciences
       Hadassah Sarai Bas Yossi
       moas@steppes.ansteorra.org

Greetings Steppes!

For the month of October, there will 
be no A&S at fighter practice on October 4th 
due to the High Holy Days.  The rest of the 
month will be A&S as usual. 

I need help with Baronial Charters 
getting the backlog finished. Volunteers  
greatly appreciated.
L'Shanah Tovah, My your New Year be 
sweet

HL Hadassah Sarai bas Yossi

       Chronicler
      Rayya al-Ruqay’a

                  chronicler@steppes.ansteorra.org

Many thanks to the two creative gentles who 
have their works published in this month’s 
newsletter!  Lady Eadgyth did amazing 
photography of the wondrous enemies and 
archers at War of Legends (including many of 
Steppes’ own!)  Lady Susana’s herbal 
concoctions are just the first half of her 
submission, so ready yourselves for more 
medicinal mayhem next month.

With Halloween approaching, I would 
love to publish some spooky pictures!  Do you, 
your little one, or your furry family have a 
costume to show off?  

In Service to the Dream,

Sayyida Rayya al-Ruqay’a

       Chivalric Marshal
      Centurion Magnus Creppinson
        marshal@steppes.ansteorra.org

Greeting from your knight marshal 
deputy, Margery Heron! I am pleased to 
announce that Magnus will be back to 
practice and taking over Knight Marshal 
duties! Heavy practices are going great! We 
have plenty of fighters each practice to make 
sure that everyone gets all the fights they 
want! When you are ready to start putting 
together your own kit, please contact 
Magnus or Margery so we can help you get 
started! Thank you to everyone who has 
come to fight, teach, or just hang out. Our 
amazing practices are thanks to everyone 
who attends and adds their own flair to 
practice. See y'all on Tuesdays!

Margery Heron 
subsitute Knight Marshal

https://ansteorra.org/steppes
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Baronial Positions Accepting 
Applications:

Minister of Children, Youth Combat 
Marshal, & Quartermaster.

Apply Here to help your Barony do 
great things!

       Hospitaler
        Signý Sigurðsdóttir
        hospitaler@steppes.ansteorra.org

Hospitaler’s office has been busy 
busy!  We are so happy to welcome 
newcomers to each and every practice.  

While we get Newcomers’ Academie 
classes running again, please feel free to 
peruse the recorded classes on the Barony’s 
YouTube here.  

If any newcomers are in need of 
loaner garb, please feel free to reach out to 
Signy and myself and we can get you set up 
for upcoming events.

In Service to the Dream,

Sayyida Rayya al-Ruqay’a
Deputy Hospitaler

       Social Media Officer
      Lord Gilli Refsson

 
It is awesome seeing more and more of our 
Steppes members engaging across the 
kingdom both in person and online.  We 
continue to have healthy engagement in our 
Facebook group as well as our Discord 
server.  

If anyone has anything that they 
would like to see for our social media, please 
reach out and let me know.  I would like to 
bring back the Steppes Member Highlight 
and we need people who would be 
comfortable telling everyone about 
themselves.  Please reach out if you would 
be interested in participating.

Thank you for making this role an 
enjoyable experience.

In service to the Dream,

Gilli Refsson

https://ansteorra.org/seneschal/apply-for-an-office/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClbUVSg5fpj_8vwH4mG38Ig
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Mythic 
Archey!

War of Legends 
2022

Photography by 
Eadgyth Beornesdohtor
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Archers at War of Legends, hosted 
by the Barony of Bonwicke in San 
Angelo, TX.

Challenges included facing 
down a charging bull and shooting 
from “horseback”!

Above, Top Left: Sean Tabor slew 
the deer
Above, Top Right: Rayya al-Ruqay’a 
slew the dragon 
Above, Bottom: Her Majesty Toryn 
Sevenstitches on horseback

Below, Top Left: Ælfræd & 
Æthelwulf with the charging bull
Below, Right: His Excellency 
Baodyn on horseback
Below, Bottom: Margery Heron on 
horseback
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Types of Herbal Preparations
HL Suzanna the Herbalist

Butter - herbs can be chopped and beaten into 
butter (or margarine) to add flavor. This works
better with herbs that have a volatile oil 
component (which most of the fragrant cooking
herbs do). The butter should be allowed to stand 
overnight (or longer) before serving.

Cream (or lotion) - either an oil-in-water or a 
water-in-oil emulsion, made by mixing the oil, 
the aqueous solution, sometimes a fat, and an 
emulsifier, with considerable beating. Milk,
mayonnaise, and cold cream are some examples. 
Borax is a traditional emulsifier, which works
very well with beeswax. A cream feels more like it 
is being absorbed into the skin than an
ointment. I can never get mine to stabilize 
instead of separating.

Decoction - similar to an infusion, 
but the herb is boiled for up to 15 
minutes. Used for roots, seeds, 
nuts and barks, which need more 
heat to extract the active principle. 
Should be boiled in a closed container, 
if the herb has any volatile components 
that might boil off.

Extract - sometimes this term is 
used interchangeably with 
tincture, sometimes it is used 
to refer to an oil-based or 
glycerin-based  preparation similar 
to a tincture.
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Filtering - I am not fond of “thingies” floating in 
my teas and other concoctions, so I usually filter 
out the lumpy bits. Infusions, decoctions, and 
tinctures can be filtered through a paper towel or 
coffee filter (fold in fourths and put the resulting 
cone in a funnel, or try using your drip 
coffee-maker). Something thicker, like an oil or a 
melted ointment, can be strained through a 
(clean) piece of old stocking or one or more layers 
of cheesecloth or a fine strainer.

Fomentation (or compress) - an infusion or 
decoction is applied to a clean cloth, usually 
while still warm, and the cloth is applied to the 
area needing treatment. When the cloth dries
out, it can be renewed with more of the infusion 
or decoction.

Infusion - an herbal “tea”; - steep about 1 tsp. (1/2 
- 2 tsp., depending on herb) dried herbs (3 times 
the amount if fresh herbs are used) in hot water 
for about 5 - 15 minutes. Never boil leaves or 
flowers. Can also be made using cold water, but 

       allow to steep at least 15 - 30 
minutes or longer (like “sun tea”). 
Use honey for sweetener if needed.

   Oil - Essential - is a very 
    concentrated essence of the herb, 
extracted by one of several complex
processes. Essential oils cannot 

        easily be made in the home laboratory, 
but are used in small amounts in some 
herbal preparations, as for fragrance or in 
         a massage oil. Essential oils

should NEVER be taken internally, 
and usually should be diluted before 
   applying to skin.  The most 
      common way to utilize essential 

oils is by…
cont.
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cont.  
inhaling the fragrance, and a variety of essential 
oils can be used for different results. The aroma 
acts on the olfactory system to stimulate the 
immune system in several ways.

Oil - Herbal - the active principals of some herbs 
will extract into an oil (a bland vegetable oil),
which can be useful for external applications, 
massage, or as the basis for an ointment. In the
case of herbs which extract more easily into 
alcohol or water, one of two courses may be
followed:

1) make a double-strength infusion, 
decoction, or tincture of the herb(s), as 
appropriate, and mix with an equal amount 
of oil. Let stand 1 - 2 weeks, shaking well 
several times a day. By this time, the active 
principles will have migrated into the oil, 
which can be poured off and used.

2) for a quicker approach, mix water and/or 
alcohol with oil (1:1 or 1:2) and 
herbs in blender and blend 
well. Allow to stand 24 hours 
to 1 week. If the mixture 
separates, shake well 
several times a day as 
above. Sometimes this mixture 
will not separate, and can simply be 
strained before using. Castor oil 
as part of the oil component 
seems to provide some 
emulsifying effect and 
prevent separation.

Oils - Vegetable - Any of the light
 vegetable oils are suitable for use internally or 
externally. For external use, mineral oil can also 
be used, although I find it a bit heavy. Some good 
oils to use include:
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Almond a very traditional oil for cosmetic use, 
with a nice feel and smell. Like wheat germ oil, is 
high in vitamins A &amp; E. May be available in 
health food stores or the first-aid section of the 
drugstore or grocery. 
Apricot Kernel (also called Persic) is very easily 
absorbed by the skin; sometimes available at 
health food stores.
Avocado very nourishing to the skin; sometimes 
available at the grocery or health food stores; 
used more as an additional oil than a base oil. 
Might also use mashed up avocado.
Castor by itself can cure several minor skin 
problems (warts, cysts); useful addition to oils for 
skin problems; may help emulsify oils and 
alcohol; too expensive to use as a base oil; 
commonly available in the first-aid section of the 
drugstore or grocery; is soluble in alcohol; is 
slightly drying.
Coconut is solid at room temperature; is very 
stable &amp; keeps well; can be used to thicken 
ointments. Some people are allergic to it.  
Grapeseed nice light oil, greenish in 

color, sometimes available in the 
        grocery or health food store, good 

base oil.
   Olive traditional; readily available; 
     good base oil.

                Safflower nice light oil, easily 
            absorbed by the skin; commonly 
      available at grocery stores; makes a 
    good base oil; keep refrigerated.
  Sesame light oil, easily absorbed by the 
   skin; sometimes available at the 

grocery store; has some 
   sun-screening ability.
       Sunflower a good, light cosmetic 
       oil, easily absorbed by the skin; 
         commonly available in the 
         grocery store; makes a good 

base oil.
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Ointment - can be made by adding enough 
melted beeswax to an herbal oil to make it 
solidify.  Try 1 part beeswax to 4 or 5 parts oil [5 
parts is ointment consistency, 4 parts is a little 
firmer]. To measure, for example, 1/4 cup of 
beeswax, put 3/4 cup of oil in measuring cup, and 
add pieces of beeswax until the liquid level 
measures 1 cup. I melt the oil and beeswax in a 
pan in an electric skillet filled with water at 
about 250 degrees F. A double-boiler would also 
work, or a very low heat (you don&#39;t want to 
boil or scorch the oil). You can also add 
petrolatum (Vaseline) or lard or probably paraffin, 
if beeswax is hard to get; experiment with the 
proportions. Lard actually has a good consistency 
for skin. You can also use coconut oil, cocoa 
butter and/or shea butter to thicken ointment.

Poultice - may be made from a fresh herb, 
bruised or mashed, or from dried herb(s) made 
into a thick paste with a little water. A poultice is 
applied externally, usually to a wound, usually 
between clean cloths, and allowed to 
stay in place until it dries. It can then 
be re-wet if needed.

Powders - a dusting powder can 
be made with a cornstarch or 
cornstarch/talc base by blending
 (in a tightly closed blender) in dried 
herbs and possibly a few drops of an 
essential oil. A tooth powder (to be 
used instead of toothpaste) can be 
made in the same fashion with 
a baking soda or baking soda
/salt base. Run through a fine 
strainer to remove any lumps.

Syrup - can be made by adding honey, sugar, or 
simple syrup to an infusion, decoction or
tincture. 
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This may be done to improve the taste or for 
therapeutic reasons (e.g. cough
syrup).  Simple syrup is made by dissolving as 
much sugar as possible in warm water;
allow to cool (some sugar will crystallize out); 
pour off the clear liquid and use as required.

Tincture - some herbs have active principals that 
are not soluble in water but are soluble in
alcohol. Tinctures can be made with rubbing or 
grain alcohol if they are for external use,
but for internal use only grain alcohol (Everclear 
(Pure Grain Alcohol) or vodka, brandy,
bourbon, rum) can be used. Even for some 
external applications, rubbing alcohol may be
too strong or too drying. The alcohol also acts as 
a preservative. Allow the alcohol to
stand on the herb 12 - 24 hours or more. 4 oz 
dried herb to 1 pt. alcohol makes a very
potent tincture, which is administered in 5 - 15 
drop dosages. 1 - 2 tsp. dried herb to 1 cup
alcohol makes a less potent tincture, which is 
more common for an external application. It

      is also possible to make a tincture 
         with glycerin for certain purposes.

Vinegar - many herbs infuse nicely 
    into vinegar; these herbal 
    vinegars may be used in cooking,

          on salads, etc., and make nice gifts.  
       Use apple cider or rice vinegar, or a 
mild vinegar that will complement, not 
overwhelm, the herb(s). A herbal vinegar is 
also good for sunburn and other

burns. In some cases, vinegar can be 
used to make a tincture instead of 
    alcohol, depending on
      the herbs involved. Vinegar (5% 
        acid or more) is also a 
          preservative.
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Culinary Guild of Hestia
Culinary Guild of Hestia will be Dark for October 
due to the High Holy Days

Hadassah 
Facebook group here

Scribal Guild
Assistance is needed with the backlog of 
Charters. Please come to Tuesday Night 
Fighter Practice to assist.

YIS 
Hadassah

Steppes Loose 
Association of Brewers
Greetings Steppes, 

Currently no meetings are planned, but 
keep an eye out here each month for more  
details. Also join the Facebook group here.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/160825714013448/
https://www.facebook.com/%20groups/904474829584183/?ref=share
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Steppes Bowyer & Fletchers Guild 
The Steppes Bowyer and Fletchers Guild is the oldest 

archery guild within Ansteorra  that we know of surviving even 
the later established now defunct kingdom's  archery guild. The 
Guild exists to share knowledge between members and instruct  
others how to accomplish all the projects, skills, and items 
required to round out  personal kits for our SCA archery 
community. We have recently included thrown  weapons and 
siege weapons to our instructional activities since the kingdom 
has  combined all airborne missile activities together. 

Guild meetings are a bit sporadic at the moment but 
ideally we will meet on the  last Friday of the month at a guild 
members’ home. If you want to know when the  next meeting is, 
please contact the Steppes archery marshal. 
archery@steppes.ansteorra.org

Music and  Vocal  Non - Guild 
Greetings, 

Practice at home until further notice. Watch the 
Facebook group at St. Romanos Chorale and Oakwood 
Consort. 

Contact Mistress Xene at music@twmarsh.net for 
addresses and more information.  

All music practices are cancelled until further 
notice. 
In Service to Crown and Kingdom, 

Mistress Xene Theriane, OL, OP
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Seneschal
Lady Alhdryð ceorlstrang 

seneschal@glaslyn.ansteorra.org

Exchequer
Lady Machteld van den stienhuse
treasurer@glaslyn.ansteorra.org

Knight Marshal
Mistress Colleen O’Kelly

marshal@glaslyn.ansteorra.org
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Greetings!
We've been favored by some cooler weather recently, so 

here's hoping it continues. We'd love to see more people come 
out to fight with us!

Lady Alhdryð ceorlstrang
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Da’ud Bob Movie Review
Medieval

Well, I have to admit, I knew that I was going 
to have to see this one in the theaters just from its 
title alone! Because that title told me that this was 
likely to be prime Da’ud Bob material. And that 
estimate was only further heightened when I learned 
that it was going to be the story of a real 
late-14th/early-15th Century warrior. And then when 
they told me that Michael Caine was in it, well, I 
simply had no choice, don’t you see? The day came 
when it finally opened in theaters, and I was a little 
disappointed; while not issued in “limited release”, it 
also wasn’t playing at all of the major theaters in my 
area, and those that did carry it were only screening it 
twice a day the first week, and once a day the second 
week. And then it would be gone, after a scant two 
weeks in the theaters! So I thought to myself, “Oh, 
that doesn’t bode well.” Nonetheless, I steeled myself, 
drove to the local multiplex, paid my admission, and 
sat as the sole viewer in the theater to watch. And 
review. And thus it is that this month, Da’ud Bob 
reviews for you Petr Jákl’s latest movie, Medieval.

Written and directed (leading me to suspect 
that this was a vanity project for him) by Petr Jákl, 
and starring Ben Foster as our erstwhile hero Jan 
Žižka, Sophie Lowe as Katherine, Michael Caine as 
Lord Boresh, Til Schweiger as (Henry IV of) 
Rosenberg, Roland Møller as Torak, Matthew Goode 
as King Sigismund, William Moseley as (Prince) 
Jaroslav, Karel Roden as (King) Wenceslas IV, Werner 
Daehn as Ulrich, Vinzenz Kiefer as Conrad, and 
Magnus Samuelsson as Lars, Medieval was billed as 
“The story of fifteenth century Czech icon and 
warlord Jan Žižka, who defeated armies of the 
Teutonic Order and the Holy Roman Empire.” That 
synopsis was more than a bit misleading, as all of the 
action of this movie takes place well before he took 
on the Teutonic Order or the Holy Roman Empire, 
during a time when we actually know very little about 
his life and deeds. I can say it no better than the 
introduction to the movie did: 
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“Inspired by the true story of Jan Žižka.” “Inspired 
by”, not even “based on”. So real history this ain’t. 
Indeed, the main plot seems to center around 
Katherine, who gets kidnaped, exchanged, 
re-kidnaped, and generally fought over until the very 
end of the movie, where she tries to kill herself to 
stop all the bloodshed, and dies in our hero’s arms.

Good points: The armor! Real chain mail. Nice 
plate gauntlets. The helmets. Proper flails, actually 
threshing wheat (before being turned into weapons). 
Having been filmed in the Czech Republic, the 
scenery is wonderful. The horses. They did try to 
show an early use of the Hussite armored wagons 
later use so effectively by Jan. (But they left out the 
cannons and muskets he also used with them.)

Bad points: The dirt, mud, and general 
dreariness of medieval life was quite overdone. The 
general lack of color among clothes and armor - with 
lots of blacks, browns, and grays - doesn’t match 
medieval paintings of those same clothes and armor. 
Here in the movie, only the very richest had any real 
color in their clothing. Too many of the garments 
lacked hems; even peasants knew how to sew to help 
keep their clothes lasting longer. There were some 
modern “short on the sides, long on the top and back” 
haircuts, à la Vikings, that I found distracting. One of 
the castles displayed the current arms of Hungary, 
which were not used in this form at the time the 
movie is set.

Three breasts. Five gallons of blood. 131 dead 
bodies. Spear fu. Crossbow fu. Flanged mace fu. 
Plague fu. Sword fu. Battleaxe fu. Stone fu. Spiked 
flail fu. Polearm fu. Bow and arrow fu. Dagger fu. Cart 
full of boulder fu. African lion fu. Wagons roll. Head 
rolls. Arms roll. Gratuitous eagle. Gratuitous 
maggots. Gratuitous crows. Gratuitous dirt. As you 
can tell from the number of dead bodies, amount of 
blood, and types of fu, A 94 on the Vomit Meter. 2½ 
Stars. Da’ud Bob says, “The plot was very confusing, 
and I never did really figure out what the point of the 
movie was supposed to be. And it’s not real history. 
Still, it had very high production values for the most 
part, and the scenery in the Czech Republic is 
beautiful. Check it out!”



Photos credit https://openclipart.org/
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Come Say Hello!
Barony of the Steppes 

Facebook Group - Facebook Official
Discord - Twitter - Instagram - TikTok

Canton of Glaslyn - Facebook Group
Kingdom of Ansteorra - Facebook Group 

Discord 

Other SCA Groups

● Legion of Swashbucklers
(SCA Rapier Fighters)

● SCA Garb How-To
● SCA Camping
● SCA Equestrian
● Scriptoris of Ansteorra
● Kingdom of Ansteorra ~ 

Repository of Class 
Handouts

● Destash 
(second-hand gear)

Useful Links

● SCA Home
● Ansteorra Home
● Steppes Home
● Glaslyn Home
● Kingdom Calendar
● Newcomers
● Recommend 

Someone for 
an Award

https://www.facebook.com/groups/baronyofthesteppes/
https://www.facebook.com/BaronyoftheSteppes
https://discord.gg/rjyx5RaT
https://instagram.com/baronyofthesteppes?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/203611906388/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ansteorra/
https://discord.gg/magWwewq
https://www.facebook.com/groups/253854098018212/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sca.garb.howto/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/367915673351579/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34623283817/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/scriptoris/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1607693392836303/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1607693392836303/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1607693392836303/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DestashUS/
http://www.sca.org
http://www.ansteorra.org
http://www.steppes.ansteorra.org
https://ansteorra.org/glaslyn
http://www.calendar.ansteorra.org
http://www.hospitaler.ansteorra.org
https://ansteorra.org/heraldry/recommend/
https://ansteorra.org/heraldry/recommend/
https://ansteorra.org/heraldry/recommend/





