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Salutations Steppes and Glaslyn, 

 

A new year has arrived and we are ready for it! In a few months we will resume in person   

activities, so now is a great time to prepare for the return. Whether it is knocking the rust       

off  your blades and armor, or working on garb so that you can look resplendent when in      

person events return, now is a great time to get started. 

 

If  you are a newcomer, there are definitely some resources in the barony to help you get      

started. Whether you’re interested in fighting, archery, the arts, music, etc... We can find      

someone to help you get started. Reaching out through social media is a great way to learn   

more about the Steppes and the types of  activities we support. We are definitely looking        

forward to seeing new faces this year. 

 

We have a New Years worth of  excitement and activities! Let’s make this year a good year       

for the Steppes and Glaslyn! 

 

This is the Way, 

Alain and Katerine, Baron and Baroness  



Words from our Seneschal 

Greetings, Mighty Oakwood! 

As I write this, we should be putting the finishing touches on Virtual Twelfth 

Night. I’m really looking forward to the festivities. To start with, as you know, t 

he Baron has written a Murder Mystery, and I would like to know who did it. 

Specifically, I hope to find out whether I did it, or one of my fellow officers did. 

(You all know who I’m looking at, don’t you?) 

 

We will also be hosting games and contests, and generally doing our best to make 

merry with each other while we are apart. It should be a really nice time, and I 

hope to see you all there.  

 

We also look forward to the new year that has just begun, and I know we all fondly hope that the pandemic can be 

ended soon and that we can have in-person events. I keep imagining what that will be like, and wondering which 

event will be first. Whatever it is, I want to be there and see everyone again. I want to watch a tournament and go 

to a feast. I want to play music again. I want to see people dance. I want it to be safe to sit around a fire and pass 

around good songs and good stories again.  

 

We weathered a lot in 2020, and we are not out of the storm yet. But I believe that we are going to start seeing 

things getting more clear in the next few months.  

 

Happy new year, everyone. Let’s do our best, whatever we get, to make it a good one.   

 

Remember,  

We are a Mighty Oakwood, 

We are Family, 

We are a Barony,  

WE ARE STEPPES! 

YIS, 

Lady Esmeralda Malaspina 

Seneschal, Barony of the Steppes 

 

Seneschal 

Lady Esmeralda Malaspina 

seneschal@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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Words from our Officers - Herald 

Greetings to the populace of  the Steppes, Glaslyn, and associated 
lands. 
 

We've had several people pass names and various pieces of armory over 
the past year – and even more in the works it sounds like! Obviously 
we've lacked opportunities for some of the pageantry that we normally 
get to enjoy, so with nowhere else to show them off, I thought perhaps a 
special feature in the newsletter would be a fun way to inform the 
populace at large and celebrate their heraldic registrations.   
Marjorie has also written an article with resources for displaying those 
arms according to your awarded rank within the SCA and a link to learn 
more about registration of your full achievement.  Whether you have a new 
device or a longstanding one, it's wonderful to display it proudly with all 
the bells and whistles. 
 
Name LoAR Date   Blazon 

Ælfræd of Wiltune April 2020 Name, Device & Badge Device: Ermine, 

on a fess gules an escallop argent 

Ælfræd of Wiltune April 2020 Name, Device & Badge Badge: Gules ermined argent, an escallop 

argent. 

al-Mufaddal al-Hafiz al-Sabbak April 2020 Name  

Clauß Fuchs von Nurenberg April 2020 Name   

Eadgyth Beornesdohtor April 2020 Name, Device & Badge Device: Per pale vert and Or, a vol 

and in chief three estoiles counterchanged. 

Eadgyth Beornesdohtor April 2020 Name, Device & Badge Badge: Per pale vert and Or, an 

estoile counterchanged. 

Goðbrandr Njalsson April 2020 Name & Device Device: Or ermined gules, on a cross cotised sable a 

sword inverted argent. 

Ozar Svensson April 2020 Name & Device Device: Gules, an otter's head cabossed argent. 

Aisha al-Kirmaniyya October 2020 Name & Device Device: Argent, on a hand sable a lotus blossom 

affronty argent. 

Elionora inghean Ui Cheallaigh October 2020 Badge Badge: (Fieldless) A quatrefoil per pale azure and 

argent fimbriated sable. 

Sven Karlsson October 2020 Badge Badge: (Fieldless) A lion passant guardant Or maintaining in its mouth a 
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Herald 

Cordeilla verch Rosser 

herald@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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We also have two people returning to the Steppes after an absence with heraldry that they registered while away.   
Please welcome back from their long pilgrimage to the Kingdom of Caid: Hadassah Sarai bas Rossi and Torquil  
Seamus of Dragonheart's Keep, sometimes known as Torquil mac Seamus. 
 
 

I've done my best to collect everyone from Steppes and Glaslyn that passed a device in the last year here. 
Please let me know if I missed someone with a recent registration so we can celebrate that milestone with 
them in next month's issue. 
 
Happy Heralding! 
Elionora inghen Ui Cheallaigh 
Deputy to Oakenwald Pursuivant & Herald-at-Large  
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Words from our Officers - Rapier Marshal 

Unto the populace of  the Barony of  the Steppes 

Rapier Marshal Ld. Sean Tabor sends Greetings! 

Lest you think 2020 has corrupted our spirits...   

Take Heart! 

Steppes now has it's own rapier armor drop testing kit    

allowing us to check various fabrics to see if  they meet the 

kingdom piercing standards. Put your fabric to the test. 

We also have more Steppes rapier loaner gear and one of  "That Guy's" gorget's in 

Steppes green and gold colors.  

Santa has been good to us this year.  

I look forward to seeing all of  you as we are able to get out this next year. 

Happy Holidays to all! 

Yours in service, 

Sean  

 

Rapier Marshal 

Lord Sean Tabor 

rapier@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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Hello and welcome to 2021.  
By now you may have heard That Gulf  War has been scheduled. It will be 
held in October this year from the 2 to the 10th. With this coming I 
wanted to share some advise for melee. Scenarios.   
First practice even a 5 on 5 skirmish uses different guards, tactics, foot 
work and an almost completely new sense of  situational awareness.  
Two build your team and learn how you work. Is your good friend a lefty? 
Do any of  you have oddly shaped shields how do you communicate with 
a spear fighter behind you. Practice is important to learn basics but 
working with your own group can let 5 new fighters who have worked 
together for a few months, kill groups of  knights.  
You’ve practiced you know how to move in a shield wall, you’ve drilled with your team and    
know who’s leading a column charge. You have become a well-oiled team. Then 3 minutes in    
you catch an arrow and have to head back to the res point it happens. Your timer is up and you 
can head straight back in. Great don’t do that Figure out what is happening. If  your group is still 
holding great run up rejoin your spot and cover yourself  in glory. When you can’t find your group 
though Find a group. Never charge in alone. Get with some one, another person from your group. 
Some one from the Barony two folk you think you saw at Sable soldier. Get with someone and   
try to cover them if  there willing, take a minute talk and figure out where you’re going and what 
you’re doing. You don’t need to trade life stories but figure out what you want to do and how 
you’re doing it. “were going to drive off  those archers”, or “all move on that duke harassing and 
breaking up a flank”. The right answer might be nothing too. Were holding enough buildings were 
going to chill here to see what they do and then counter charge or we just need to keep people on 
that flag for another minute so were going to mosey that way then keep our shields up for about a 
minute. 
 
 
-- 
Galfridus of  Shrewsburry 
Knight Marshal 
Barony of  the Steppes  
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Words from our Officers - Chivalry Marshal 

Chivalry Marshal 

Galfridus of Shrewsbury 

marshal@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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Archery Marshal 

Lady Eadgyth Beornesdohtor 

archery@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Words from Our Officers - Archery Marshal 

Unto the populace of the Barony of the Steppes, greetings in this wonder-

ful season of joy! 

As the cold winds bluster and it's sometimes difficult to get outside and 

shoot, there are some exercises archers can do to strengthen the muscles 

needed to make smooth, consistent shots. Anything you do, you can do 

better with a strong core. Here are a few exercises that don't require any 

special equipment — just your body weight, a bench or chair, and a pair of 

dumbbells. You can substitute canned goods or a gallon jug of water if you 

don't have dumbbells.  

How heavy should the weights be? For strength-building, do more repetitions with lower weight. A typical start-

ing place is three sets of 8–12 repetitions, separated by a 60 second rest in between sets. Start by getting your 

blood flowing into your muscles with a few side straddle hops (aka jumping jacks.)  

In all these exercises, please keep a slight bend in your elbow so you don't hyperextend. 

Plank. This builds core muscles plus glutes, shoulders, and arms. We can all do with better glutes. 

 Place your hands on the mat about shoulder-width apart (for an easier variation, do this on your fore-

arms, with your elbows directly under your shoulders and forearms parallel to your body.)  

 "Grab" the floor with your toes, squeeze your glutes, and raise up to a straight, flat position. Flatten your 

back by tightening your abs and tilting your pelvis forward. Hold this position for 20 seconds. Can you build up 

to one minute? Make sure your rear doesn't sag or pike — keep your back straight. 

Single arm dumbbell row. This imitates the motion you use in drawing a bow.  

 Place your left knee on a bench or flat chair, with your right leg straight and right foot flat on the floor. 

Resting your left hand on the bench or chair seat, lean forward to keep your back straight and your body weight 

on the bench. Keep your left arm straight. Depending on your leg length and the height of the bench, you might 

have to move your right leg out so you can keep your back straight. To keep your neck and spine in a neutral 

position, look ahead at a spot about a foot in front of the bench. 

 Reach down and pick up the dumbbell with your right hand, keeping your wrist straight. Lift up the 

weight and pull it parallel with your torso, pinching your shoulder blades together. Slowly lower the weight and 

repeat. Keep your back straight — don't hunch. 

 After you've done all your sets with the right, repeat with the left side. 

Single arm dumbbell hold. This imitates holding the bow out for a shot. 

 Stand naturally, as you would for shooting. Raise a light weight (a dumbbell or half-full gallon jug) in 

your bow hand, imitating how you would hold your bow to shoot. Hold for 8–10 seconds, then lower it.  

After you've done sets with that arm, repeat with the other side. No sense in building asymmetrical muscles.  

mailto:marshal@steppes.ansteorra.org


Double arm dumbbell lateral raise. This exercise builds up your shoulders. 

 Stand naturally, feet shoulder width apart, holding the weights down at your sides, palms facing in to-

ward your body. Tighten your abs, then slowly raise your arms straight out to your sides like a T, so the weights 

are parallel to the ground. Hold for one full second, then slowly lower and repeat.  

 

Push-ups. These build shoulders, upper arms, chest, core — pretty much a perfect exercise. If a full push-up 

is too difficult at first, start on your knees.  

 Tilt pelvis and tighten your abs to protect your lower back. Post your hands in a straight line with your 

shoulders. A wider stance works your chest muscles more. A narrower stance works your triceps. To protect 

your shoulders, keep your elbows pointing back, not out to the sides. Your feet should be no more than a foot 

apart. 

 Push all the way up, then lower yourself until your shoulders are level with your elbows. Looking 

straight ahead or toward your elbow will help keep your body generally straight. 

 

Whether or not you shoot, I hope these exercises can benefit you. Best wishes for a wonderful, healthy, and 

fun new year. May your arrows always fly true! 

 

Yours in service, 

Lady Eadgyth Beornesdohtor 

 

 

ARCHERY MARSHAL 
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Words from our Officers - Minister of  Arts and Sciences 

 
Open A& S Night is the second Thursday of  the Month via 
Zoom.  
 
This month the meeting is on the 14 th 
 
Topic: Steppes A&S night 
Time: Jan 14, 2021 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87559196067... 

Meeting ID: 875 5919 6067 
Passcode: 997109 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,87559196067#,,,,,,0#,,997109# US (Houston) 
+16699006833,,87559196067#,,,,,,0#,,997109# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 875 5919 6067 
Passcode: 997109 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kskwokG9I 

MOAS 

Lady Astrid  Folkadottir 

moas@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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Greetings, 

Greetings and Happy New Year! 

I hope this finds everyone safe and well.  

During the December 2020 Financial Committee, we approved the 2021 
Barony of  the Steppes officer budgets.  

I am still looking for a deputy, so If  you are interested please email an 
application to treasurer@steppes.ansteorra.org 

In Service, 

Lady Anabele De Saxham 

Exchequer Barony of  the Steppes 

Words from Our Officers - Exchequer 

Exchequer 

Lady Anabele  de Saxham 

exchequer@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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THE STEPPES LETTER 

Greetings and HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
 
The last New Comer's class of the year has been held and I would like to thank Lady 
Roana FitzStephens for her help    in conducting the class. She had such great 
information and it was a true pleasure to meet with others, even if only 
virtually.  There will be no class in January while we revamp, rework, and refresh the 
classes being offered. 
 
As a parting thought I leave you with my favorite fudge recipe! 
    
Ingredients: 1 8oz can of sweetened condensed milk & 3 cups of the chocolate, 

peanut butter or white chocolate chips of your choice....that's it. Nothing fancy!  
   Directions:  
          1) Melt the chocolate in a double boiler with the sweetened condensed milk (or 
in a microwave, stirring every 30 seconds). 
          2) Pour the yummies into a pan that has been lined with parchment paper & 
then WELL greased (This is the best time to mix in peppermint crumbs or cookie 
crumbs or any other add-ins 
          3) Chill until set....If you forget about it in the fridge or freezer, just leave it out 
to thaw until easy to remove the paper and cut. 
          4) Wrap in parchment and seal up 
 
May the holidays bring light and love and joy to your house! 
 
Lady Stefania Pane 
Hospitaler 

 
Barony of the Steppes Email List 
http://lists.ansteorra.org/listinfo.cgi/steppes-ansteorra.org 
 
Post to the Barony of the Steppes Email List 
Steppes@lists.ansteorra.org 
 
The Barony of the Steppes Facebook Group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/baronyofthesteppes/  
 
The SCA’s Newcomer Portal 
http://welcome.sca.org/ 

 
Steppes YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClbUVSg5fpj_8vwH4mG38Ig  
 
Steppes Twitter  
https://twitter.com/baronyofsteppes 

Words from our Officers - Hospitaler 

Hospitaler 

Lady Stefania Pane 

hospitaler@steppes.ansteorra.org 

mailto:hospitaler@steppes.ansteorra.org


Page 14 
THE STEPPES LETTER 

Welcome to 2021, 

As we tiptoe into the New Year I hope everyone is healthy and happy.  I 
hope everyone enjoyed the little mystery His Excellency devised for 12th 
Night.   

Once again we ask for your assistance for items to add to both the 
newsletter and our social media.   Please let me or Lady Marjorie know 
if  you have something you wish to contribute.  

Thank you, 

  Lady Roana FitzStephens 

Chronicler 

Roana FirzStephens 

chronicler@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Words from our Officers - Chronicler 

Greetings! 
Our social media has been growing in leaps and bounds lately; thank you 
to everyone who has allowed me to use their photos online. I am also 
pleased to announce that Lady Taly Toledano is joining the social media 
team as a deputy. She will be running our Twitter, and you can see all of  
her handiwork at twitter.com/baronyofsteppes or by searching 
@baronyofsteppes on Twitter. Curious about when we have activities? 
This channel will be used to announce practices, events, and more! Our 
feed is embedded in the Baronial website, so head on over there for 
updates on Baronial happenings. 
We are in the home stretch now as we eagerly await our return to in 
person events. A massive thank you to everyone who ran or participated 
in virtual events over the past year. Even though my officer role takes place 
largely online, I am so excited to see everyone in person again! In the 
meantime, I am always looking to share the things our populace is working 
on, so please drop me an email or contact me on Facebook if  you have 
anything that you would like to share to the Baronial social media accounts. 
In service, 
Marjorie Heron 

Words from our Officers - Social Media 

Social Media 

Lady Marjorie Heron 

social-media@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Chronicler 

Roana FirzStephens 

chronicler@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Chronicler 

Roana FirzStephens 

chronicler@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Chronicler 

Roana FitzStephens 

chronicler@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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Greetings, Steppes!  

I hope everyone is weathering the crisis as well as can be. I offer thanks to 
our social media officer, Lady Valka, for her (very successful) social media 
push! Social media is a great way to engage with new audiences, especially in 
these times. 

As always, please let me know if you find any errors or issues with our 
website at steppes.ansteorra.org. I look forward to seeing everyone again 
when the plague has passed! 

Yours in service, 

Hákon the Blacksmith 

Webminister of the Steppes 

Words from Our Officers - Webminister 

Webminister 

Hakon the Blacksmith? 

webminister@steppes.ansteorra.org 

Greetings, Glaslyn! 

We will continue to have fighter practices as long as the weather is 

cooperative. Hope to see y'all out there! 

IS, 

Lady Alhdryð Ceorlstrange 

Words from the Canton of  Glaslyn 

Seneschal of Glaslyn 

Lady Alhdryð Ceorlestrange 

seneschal@glaslyn.ansteorra.org 

THE STEPPES LETTER 

We always welcome youth fighters to our practice! It is in the same location 

as chivalric and rapier if you want to join us. We are in need of more youth 

marshals at practice so that we can start building our youth fighter contingent 

to even greater numbers! 

Please contact the hospitaler to get in touch with me if you can help or if you 

have any questions. 

YIS 

HL Alexandra Notte Clare 

Central Regional Youth Boffer and Youth Rapier Marshal 

Words from our Officers - Youth Marshal 

Youth Marshal 

HL Alexandra Notte-Claire 

hospitaler@steppes.ansteorra.org 
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Words for our Newcomers 

Virtual Steppes Newcomers Academy 

 

There will be no Newcomers Academy in January.  Stay tuned for the next series. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/96922145960?
pwd=Ujl6N3IrRFl2b2ZEc0lFeXA4SVhkUT09 

Meeting ID: 969 2214 5960 

Passcode: 032888 

Everyone is welcome and I look forward to seeing you really soon!   

 

Steppes Newcomers Academy 
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The Steppes Bowyer and Fletchers Guild is the oldest archery guild within Ansteorra 

that we know of surviving even the later established now defunct kingdom's 

archery guild.  The Guild exists to share knowledge between members and instruct 

others how to accomplish all the projects, skills, and items required to round out 

personal kits for our SCA archery community.  We have recently included thrown 

weapons and siege weapons to our instructional activities since the kingdom has 

combined all airborne missile activities together.   

Guild meetings are a bit sporadic at the moment but ideally we will meet on the 

last Friday of the month at a guild members’ home. If you want to know when the 

next meeting is, please contact either HL Ironwyrm or the archery marshal who will 

then put you in contact with him.   archery@steppes.ansteorra.org 

 

Steppes 

Bowyer and 

Fletchers 

Guild 

 

Guild & Non-Guild Announcements 

THE STEPPES LETTER 

Greetings Steppes, 

Currently no meetings are planned, but keep an eye out here each month for more 

details. Also join the Facebook group at: https://www.facebook.com/

groups/904474829584183/?ref=share 

 

 

 

 

Steppes  

Loose 

Association  

of Brewers 

(SLAB) 

mailto:archery@steppes.ansteorra.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/904474829584183/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/904474829584183/?ref=share
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Steppes    

Music and 

Vocal            

non - Guild 

Greetings, 
 
Practice at home until further notice. . Watch the Facebook group at St. 
Romanos Chorale and Oakwood Consort. 

Contact Mistress Xene at music@twmarsh.net for addresses and more 
information. Currently we have scheduled practices on the second 
Sunday and fourth Tuesday of each month. 

 

All music practices are cancelled for the until further notice. 
 
In Service to Crown and Kingdom,  
Mistress Xene Theriane,  OL, OP 

 

Guild & Non-Guild Announcements 

THE STEPPES LETTER 
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HAMLET  
Okay, now, I have to admit that this movie is not the one I was planning on 
reviewing this month. That movie was one I had run across (and bought) 
entitled The Banquet, and was a Chinese movie based on the Shakespeare play The 
Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. It wasn’t until after I had purchased the 
DVD and watched the movie that I noticed that I had already purchased, and 
reviewed, it for you back in 2009. The reason I hadn’t caught that before? Back in 
2006 (when the movie was released) and in 2009 (when I bought and reviewed it), 
the title was Legend of the Black Scorpion. Sometime in the intervening 11 years, 
they changed the title back to the English translation of the original Chinese title, Ye 
Yan, or, The Banquet. (Under either title, it’s a movie worth watching. At the time, I gave it Three Stars, and still 
do.) Anyway, that left me without a movie for this month. So I searched around, and found a recent (2019) 
production of an opera written in five acts in 1868 by the French composer Ambroise Thomas, with a libretto by 
Michel Carré and Jules Barbier, based on a French adaptation by Alexandre Dumas, père, and Paul Meurice, of 
William Shakespeare's play Hamlet. And so it is that this month, you’re getting a review of a different adaptation of 
a Shakespeare play, just not the one that I had originally intended, as we review for you the filmed version of the 
staged opera, Hamlet. 

Starring Stéphane Degout in the title role, Sabine Devieilhe as Ophélie, Sylvie Brunet-Grupposo as  Gertrude, 
Laurent Alvaro as Claudius, Julien Behr as Laërte, Jérôme Varnier as the Ghost of Old Hamlet, Yoann Dubruque as 
Horatio, and Kevin Amiel as Marcellus, and backed by the Orchestre des Champs-Elysées, this version of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy is almost, but not quite, the story you remember and have seen in any number of movie 
iterations. (My current collection includes eight different versions of the play (from 1948-1989) plus the versions 
based on the play, like this opera, a modern Indian version (Haider), and, of course, The Banquet/Legend of the 
Black Scorpion.) They took some liberties with the original story to give it a slightly happier, and certainly less 
deadly, ending, where only Claudius dies at the end of the play (Ophélie dies, per usual, in Act IV.) 

Good points: The music. The hand-held camera shots projected onto a screen above the stage. As always, the play-
within-a-play. The closing credits for the play-within-a-play. Hamlet’s soliloquy was very well done. The staging and 
effects. The opera deepens the relationship between Hamlet and Ophélie. 

Bad points: Ophélie getting changed out of her pants suit and into a dress on stage. (Well, the whole production 
has a very Gallic slant to it.) Laërte, sent to Norway by Claudius, leaves Ophélie in Hamlet’s care; she’s not his iPad, 
or his stamp collection, or some other piece of property, to be handed off that way. Both Gertrude and Polonius 
(who has a much smaller role than in the play) are complicit with Claudius in the old King’s death. Why do 
sopranos in operas always take so long to die? (See, e.g., Carmen.) By the time Ophélie drowns, we’re pretty much 
ready to see her go. I’m not sure that undertakers rather than gravediggers is an improvement. No Yorick. A lot of 
Act II would be summed up here in Texas as: “That boy ain’t right. His girl is worried about him, and his Ma is 
worried about him.” 

Zero breasts. ½ gallon of blood. 2 dead bodies, plus one in the play-within-a-play and one ghost). Strangulation fu. 
Fisticuffs. Poison fu (in the play-within-a-play). Carpet rolls. Carpet unrolls. Hamlet rolls. Gratuitous drinking. (As I 
said, it’s Gallic.) Gratuitous singing about drinking. (“A plague on sadness! Let’s get drunk!”) Gratuitous saxophone 
solo. Gratuitous slo-mo crashing waves.  A 65 on the Vomit Meter. 2 Stars. Da’ud Bob says, “It’s not quite the 
Hamlet I’m used to, but it is an interesting French take on the play. Check it out!” 
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Da’ud Bob Movie Review 
THE STEPPES LETTER 
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- Blue items are local events.      - Italicized items are kingdom events. - Bold items are out of kingdom events. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

27 28 
Glaslyn 

Practice 

29 
 

Chivalry 

& Rapier 

 

30 

 

 

31 

 

1            
Happy New 

Year 

2              
Steppes 12th 

Night—Virtual 

3 

Archery 

Practice 

Chivalry 

 

4 

Glaslyn 

Practice 

5 
Chivalry 

& Rapier 

6 
Newcomer’s 

Academy 

7 

 

8 9 

 

10 
Music 

Practice 
Chivalry 

 

11 
Glaslyn 

Practice 

 

 

 

12 
Chivalry 

& Rapier 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

14 
 

A&S Meeting  

 

 

15 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 
Archery 

Practice 
Chivalry 

 

18 

Glaslyn 

Practice 

19 
Chivalry 

& Rapier 

 

 

20 

 

21 
Business  

Meeting—via 

Zoom 

22 

           

23 

24 25         
Glaslyn 

Practice       

26 
Chivalry 

& Rapier 

Music 

Practice 

27 28 29 

 

30 

Northkeep 

WinterKing-

dom 

JANUARY 2021 

31 1 2 

 

 

 

3 4 5 

 

6 

Bryn Gwlad— 

Candlmas 



Steppes Regularly Scheduled Meetings 

All local monthly in-person meetings are cancelled until further notice. Please check Facebook to see how 

to access those meetings that are being held virtually. Meeting information is usually posted a few days in 

advance. 

 First and Third Sundays @ 2 PM-5 PM – Archery Practice at 601 Gross Rd, Mesquite, TX 75149 

 Sundays @ 2 PM-5 PM – Chivalric Practice at 601 Gross Rd, Mesquite, TX 75149  — IF SCA PHASE 2 

 Mondays  @ 6 PM – Glaslyn Chivalry Practice at North Lakes Park 2001 W. Windsor Dr., Denton, TX — IF SCA 

PHASE 2 

 Tuesdays @ 7 PM – Rapier Practice at Willow Creek Park 2101 Jupiter Rd, Plano, TX 75074 — IF SCA PHASE 2 

 Tuesdays @ 7 PM – Chivalric Practice at Willow Creek Park 2101 Jupiter Rd, Plano, TX 75074 — IF SCA PHASE 2 

 Wednesday 5 @ 7 PM – Virtual Newcomers’ Academy— Via Zoom 

 Thursday 6 @ 7 PM – Heraldic Hangout at Clawhaven Manor17919 Meadowchase Way, Dallas, TX 75287  

 Sunday 9 @ 2PM-4PM – The Music Guild of the Steppes is planning to meet for practice at Xene and Llywelyn's 

house in Cedar Hill. Contact music@twmarsh.net for more information. 

 Thursday 13 @ 7 PM – Virtual A&S Night –TBD 

 Thursday 20 @ 7 PM – Virtual Business Meeting Via Zoom 

 Thursday 27 @ 7 PM – Virtual Scribal Meeting — TBD 
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Calendar Details 

 1/2 —VIRTUAL STEPPES 12TH NIGHT: for more information https://

www.facebook.com/events/138142671207558 

 1/23 —VIRTUAL NORTHKEEP WINTERKINGDOM: for more information  https://

www.facebook.com/events/685986912346218 

 2/6 — BRYN GWALD CANDLEMAS: for more information  https://www.facebook.com/

events/2871413353136359/ 

  

 

    

Kingdom Events 

THE STEPPES LETTER 

mailto:music@twmarsh.net
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Local Offices Open for Applications 

Opportunities 

Currently we have many officers whose tenure is coming to an end, as stated in their articles. If you are interested in holding these 

positions, please fill out an application and contact the Seneschal for further instructions at seneschal@steppes.ansteorra.org. The 

cutoff for applications is October 30th. And as always, if you have interest in being a deputy please contact the officer of the 

position you wish to assist with for further information. This can be a great stepping-stone to becoming an officer in the future.  

YIS, 

Seneschal of the Steppes 

Lady Esmeralda Malaspina 

Applications can be found on the Ansteorra website at: http://seneschal.ansteorra.org/forms/ApplicationJan08.pdf 
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Steppes Business Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the Month from 7 PM to 9 PM   
Spring Creek BBQ at 14941 Midway Rd, Addison, TX 75001  
This is open to the Populace! If you have topic to discuss and you are not able to come, please send them to 
our Seneschal to update the Agenda. Officers, the same goes for you. The Financial Committee meeting is 
after Business meeting. 
 
Chivalric and Rapier Fighter Practice — Check with marshals for phase status and requirements. 
Tuesdays 7 PM 
Willow Creek Park 2101 Jupiter Rd, Plano, TX 75074 
A second opportunity for chivalric practice will be Sunday afternoons from 2-5pm. 1st and 3rd Sundays will 
be held with the archery practice in Mesquite. 2nd and 4th Sundays in the Richardson park as usual. 
 
A&S Nights  
2nd Thursday of the Month from 7 PM to 9 PM  
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 1333 Beltline Road Garland, TX 75040-3267  
This is on Beltline, at N Garland Rd. You will see a large sign for a car wash. Parking is behind the church. 
This is a monthly meeting, held the second Thursday of each month, for sharing in our interests in the arts 
and sciences. There are several tables, so bring a project if you have something you want to work on. 
Contact moas@steppes.ansteorra.org for further information.  
 
Every Scribal night will have open charter painting for those who wish to paint our awesome charters as 
well as some structured classes ranging from beginning to advance techniques as well as original scroll 
work. We will be planning and working on scrolls for our baronial events too, so bring your ideas.  
 
Glaslyn — Check with marshals for phase status and requirements. 
Mondays 6:45 PM – 10 PM (Except Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve)  
North Lakes Park 2001 W. Windsor Dr. Denton, TX 
From I-35 E in Denton, Texas exit University Drive (Hwy 380). Go east on University Dr. Go north on Bonnie 

Brae St. Go east on Windsor Dr. Just past the baseball fields, turn left (north) into the parking lot. Continue 

around as if you are going to the soccer fields. Practice is in front of the basketball court on your right, 

soccer fields on your left. 

mailto:seneschal@steppes.ansteorra.org
http://seneschal.ansteorra.org/forms/ApplicationJan08.pdf
mailto:moas@steppes.ansteorra.org
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Social Media 

1. Barony of the Steppes - https://www.facebook.com/groups/baronyofthesteppes/ Unofficial group  

2. Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA)- Official Facebook group for the SCA 

 https://www.facebook.com/pg/SocietyForCreativeAnachronism/about/?ref=page_internal   

3. Legion of Swashbucklers: https://www.facebook.com/groups/253854098018212/about/ Open to all rapier fighters. 

4. Steppes Cooks: This group is for those interested in cooking. 

5. Steppes Calligraphers and Illuminators Guild 

6. Canvas Castle Showcase- https://www.facebook.com/groups/471086229603006/ Show off your tent, camping furniture, 

 or anything that makes your camping experience more homey. 

7. Elizabethan Costume- http://www.facebook.com/groups/29374273995/ For those people fascinated with the clothing, 

 accessories, hairstyles, cosmetics, etc. of the 16th century. Although the name says "Elizabethan," anything from the 

 Tudor period (1485-1603) is fair game for discussion. 

8. Garb for Sale - http://www.facebook.com/groups/130311470376509/ For selling clothing, camping equipment, feast 

 gear, period books and services. 

9. SCA Runway - https://www.facebook.com/groups/460750480615188/?ref=ts&fref=ts For showing off your fashion. 

10. Tudor Conversations- http://www.facebook.com/groups/TudorWorld/ An on-going conversation among enthusiasts 

 of the 16th century exploring the world of the Tudors, with occasional excursions among the early Stuarts. 

11. Viking Clothing https://www.facebook.com/groups/279611679205/ For all clothes Viking! 

12. Vikings of the SCA - http://www.facebook.com/groups/244158265607631/ For those interested in all things "Viking" 

 related in the SCA. 

13. SCA Equestrian - https://www.facebook.com/groups/34623283817/ For those interested in Equestrian Arts. 

14. SCA Garb - http://www.facebook.com/groups/scagarb/ For discussion of researching and making all types of garb. 

15.  SCA Camping - https://www.facebook.com/groups/367915673351579/  For discussion of period camping gear. 

Helpful SCA & Ansteorra Web Links 

There are many sites on the Web and Facebook for SCA interests. Below are a few. This is in no way an endorsement for any of 

the groups listed, or a final list. It is just a way to direct people to groups that they might not know about, that may be of interest.  

www.sca.org 

www.ansteorra.org 

http://historian.ansteorra.org/wiki/index.php?title=Main_Page 

 Needs much updating, let's all get on that! 

www.steppes.ansteorra.org 

www.calendar.ansteorra.org 

www.hospitaler.ansteorra.org 

www.heraldry.ansteorra.org/honors (Awards List) 

Book of  Face Groups 
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This is the January 2021  issue of the Steppes Newsletter, a publication of The Barony of the Steppes of the 

Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Steppes Letter is available from Brenda McHenry 

chronicler@steppes.ansteorra.org. It is not a corporate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, 

Incorporated, and does not delineate SCA policies. 

Copyright 2021 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. 

For information on reprinting articles, photographs, and artwork from this publication, please contact the 

chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of 

our contributors. 
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Disclaimer 

Thank you to the following artist and photographers for your contributions to this newsletter: 

Page 2 Border Art - Thomas of Eynsham 

Page 2 Photo - Mistress Elen 

Page 22 - Stephen Paul Blackeley 
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2021 Steppes budget      $            14,900.00   
 Less events:  $                                7,400.00   

Officers' 
Budgets        

General Sup-
plies      Occupancy Charges / Fees  
Baron & Bar-
oness  $   700.00      Archery Lane Rental  $   650.00  

Seneschal  $   100.00      Storage Unit  $2,100.00  

Exchequer  $   100.00      Zoom with Classrooms  $   550.00  

Quartermaster  $   500.00      Gulf War Supplies  $   200.00  
Knight Mar-
shal  $   400.00      Subtotal  $3,500.00  
Rapier Mar-
shal  $   400.00        

Archery Mar-
shal  $   400.00        

Youth Marshal  $   200.00      Anticipated Event Budgets  

A&S Minister  $   200.00      12th Night  $2,500.00  

Herald  $   100.00      Warlord  $4,000.00  

Hospitaler  $   350.00      Artisan  $1,000.00  

Chronicler  $     50.00      Subtotal  $7,500.00  
Social Media 
Officer  $   100.00        

Thrown Weap-
ons  $   100.00        

Subtotal  $3,700.00        

        

Food        

Populace 
Events  $   200.00        

Subtotal  $   200.00        

          

          Signature Date 

Reviewed 
and approved 
by: Legal Name             

Seneschal:               

Exchequer:               

Baron/
Baroness:               

Committee 
Member:               

Committee 
Member:               


