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From the Baron & Baroness

Greetings Stargate!
This is our first missive as the Baron and Baroness of Stargate and we are 
so honored to begin this new chapter of Stargate’s great legacy with all of 
you. We would like to thank Their Stellar Majesties, Floki and Elizabeth, for 
entrusting us with the responsibility of overseeing Their lands. Also, we 
would like to thank their excellencies, Sara and Brenna, for their years of 
service to the barony, which have been all the more meaningful, as the world 
entered into a global pandemic that had a significant impact on how we all 
come together to play this game that all love so much. Finally, we would like 
to thank the populace of Stargate. You are the reason why we chose to step 
up to do this. This barony is our home, and you all are a part of what makes 
it that home. We couldn’t do this job without your support and we are so, so 
grateful that Stargate is full of amazing people.

Stargate-Loch Soilleir Yule was a wonderful day. We would like to thank 
everyone who made it possible, especially the event steward, Baroness 
Lessandra, and her team. This was the first time I can recall an outdoor Yule 
event in Stargate, but we felt that with the state of the pandemic, it would 
make people more comfortable with maintaining Covid protocols to be 
outside. Also, with the moratorium on having feast (which is usually a big 
part of Yule), we wanted to be able to bring people together for much missed 
time with one another.

We are very glad to announce that we have selected our premier champions 
in bardic and arts & sciences! Congratulations to Lord Edward of the Forest, 
(bardic), and Lady Morina O’Donovan (A&S) on their achievements! We’d 
also like to thank Honorable Lady Katrina of Coventry, outgoing bard, and 
Honorable Lord Padraic of Kilkenny, outgoing A&S champion, for serving the 
barony and our predecessors. Padraic also made the beautiful cooler boxes 
that were given as prizes to our new champions. For our new and retiring 
champions, “Vivat!”
It was also announced in Their Majesties’ court that Baroness Brenna is to 
be elevated to the Order of the Pelican! Congratulations, your 
excellency! The time and place of her elevation is to be determined.

(Continued on next page)



As we kick off the new year, we have a lot of irons already in the fire that need to 
be addressed. We are very much in need of a steward (or co-stewards) for this 
year’s Co-Baronial event with Loch Soilleir in May. Please reach out to 
Baroness Lessandra or us if you are interested in submitting a bid!
Additionally, 2022 will see Stargate’s 50th Anniversary! We are looking to host 
an epic event to celebrate this achievement in conjunction with Stargate 
Yule. We don’t want to wait on this, so we will be looking to get things moving 
right after Co-Baronial. Again, anyone who wants to steward (co-steward) 
should speak to Baroness Lessandra or us to help you.

For as wonderful a shape as our barony is in, there are still areas where we can 
make improvements. As such, we will be starting some projects to address 
some areas of need. Additionally, we want to hear from the populace on areas 
for improvement. These projects will be great for anyone who wants to step up 
to a leadership position, without the commitment of a 2-year office, or 
event. Newcomers are especially encouraged to join a project team to help 
out! The first project we want to address is that the baronial thrones are starting 
to show some age. These beautiful thrones were crafted by Thomas atte
Woode many years ago, and we want them to last well into the future. To help 
with this, we need to better protect them for times of travel. We are looking for 
someone who will take point on making travel bags that the parts can be put into 
for safety during travel. We have moving blankets already, but need someone 
who can get some traction on this effort. The second project, with our 50th

anniversary in mind, is to get banners made for the past B&Bs of Stargate, who 
have not yet had banners made. We very much want to have all our past 
landeds represented at our 50th year event. If you are interested heading up 
either of these projects, please let us know!

We look forward to a great future for Stargate, and we are eager to making 
amazing memories with all of you as we go!
Yours in service,

Alden and Ceara



Announcements!
 The office of Chatelaine is now open 

for applications!

 The Office of Herald is now open for 
applications!

 The Office of Archery Marshal is now 
open for applications!

 We need a deputy exchequer. Please 
email Fastrada at  
Exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org if you are 
interested. 

 We need a deputy seneschal. Please 
email Lessandra at  
seneschal@stargate.ansteorra.org if you are 
interested. 

mailto:Exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:seneschal@stargate.ansteorra.org


Missive From the Seneschal

Greetings Stargate,
It was an honor to be selected to be your Seneschal for the inaugural year of 
our new Baron and Baroness. I wish to thank everyone who has placed their 
trust in me as I maneuver through this office. I look forward to being able to 
assist any and all of you by any means necessary.

Currently we have several offices open. If you have an interest in any of 
these, or have questions, please contact me or submit an application. We 
are accepting applications for Archery Marshal, Chatelaine, and Herald 
(Sentinel Pursuivant). Also the offices of the Seneschal and Exchequer are 
seeking deputies.

Bids are being sought for Co-Baronials for May 7th, 2022 at Pedigo Park in 
Livingston TX. If anyone has any questions or needs assistance in how to 
maneuver through the bid process, please let me or Their Excellencies 
know. Also keep in mind that we will be celebrating Stargate’s 
50th anniversary at this year’s Yule celebration (2022), and bids are already 
being sought for this event as well, due to the expected size.
Currently we will be suspending ALL in-person activities till Jan 16th, as per 
the recent Kingdom announcement. This is unfortunate, however, we still 
have the ability to connect virtually and I strongly encourage each of you to 
check out our Discord channel, as well as our other social media platforms.

It is with great joy and expectation that I begin the new year as your 
Seneschal.
Yours in Service,

Baronessa Lessandra della Torre

Missives

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://2011.igem.org/Main_Page
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Missive from the Baronial Exchequer

Greetings to the lovely populace of the Barony of the Stargate!

December brought us modest financial activity. Stargate/Loch Yule event was 
successful as there were no discrepancies to speak of. Event reports and NMR 
funds were completed and sent off to appropriate kingdom . Thank you to 
Leofwine of Somerset for all his assistance at end of Yule event. Thank you 
to all who sat a gate shift too. I also really appreciate that everyone promptly 
deposited or processed their reimbursement checks.
At populace we discussed getting set up to do pre-registration via PayPal for 
our next baronial event. I will be working on getting this set up.

It will be a few months before our next event, so it will be a good time to learn 
about the office of Exchequer. I am still in need of a deputy, so this is a good 
time to volunteer to be deputy Exchequer. If you are interested please contact 
me at Exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org , and copy the Seneschal and their 
Excellencies as well and complete an application for office.

In service to you all,
Fastrada the Furious

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

mailto:Exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org
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Missive from the Minister of Children:

Our Yule festival was awesome day for adults and kids alike. We held a make 
and take heraldic shield decorating competition for youth 5-16. Our kids 
decorated large cardboard shields using heraldic designs and rules. They all 
seemed very excited to have an activity and competition with prizes. Winners 
included Daniel, 13 of Stargate and a three way tie for 8-10 year olds with 
Torrie, 10, Nusayba/Safiya of Stargate, 9, and young princess Emily, 9. More 
fun is in store for our future events. The shield shown was completed by my 
daughter Safiya with help from Torrie and Emily.

Please also continue to be patient as numbers have increased drastically, 
regular youth activities are still on hold.

Lady Áoife inghean Mícheál Ui O'Domhnaill

Missive Regarding Sewing Guild:

Please forgive Madame Margo and I as we spent the month recovering from 
Yule preparations and enjoying time with friends and family. Madame Margo 
greatly aided our beautiful new baroness, Her Excellency Ceara, in designing 
and sewing her investiture dress. I also had the honor of hemming a veil and 
whimple for our new baroness. Sewing Guild is still meeting every 1st and 3rd 
Friday at 7pm on the discord. This week we will talk about our sewing plans for 
the year and how to address our UFO piles.

Lady Áoife inghean Mícheál Ui O'Domhnaill



Missive from the Baronial Knight Marshal

Greetings all! 

From the desk of the Knight Marshal comes this missive: 

The month of December has been a quiet one for the Barony. 
Practices saw a predictable dip in attendance due to the holidays, 
and we hope that the end of the holiday season at the end of 
January will see the return of more participants. There will be a 
regional practice to look forward to, hosted by Ravens Fort, on 
January 22nd, coordinated by myself and the other knight marshals 
in our region. More information will be coming soon, so keep an eye 
out!! Beginning in February, we will try to hold monthly tournaments 
at local Sunday practices. They will be held the last Sunday practice 
of the month and will allow fighters and artisans alike to come and 
show off their swag. Keep an eye out for more information on that 
as well, beginning in February. Lastly, please make sure to stay safe 
during these plague times--if you feel unwell for any reason, please 
do not feel obligated to attend practices and trainings; there will be 
more!! 

That’s all for now, friends. Stay Safe! 
In Service, 
Friendly neighborhood Baronial Knight Marshal, 
Lord Rafael Fernando Montes del Castillo

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.deviantart.com/taurus-chaoslord/art/OC-French-Knight-489886379
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

What is an Award Charter?
In Ansteorra, an artisan will create a master design with calligraphy using the 
approved award texts for an award document for the Crowns of Ansteorra to 
present to worth populace.  Once that master design is approved, it’s then 
mass copied onto high quality papers to be hand painted by scribes of 
Ansteorra, then returned through the College of Scribes officers to gift to the 
Crown for their use.  

Those mass produced award charters are sometime referred to as Pre-Print or 
Pre-Paint.  Paints used are Gouache (a high pigmented opaque watercolor) but 
Acrylics are acceptable. 

Here is a link to the Ansteorra Charter Library:    
https://ansteorra.org/scribal/charter-library/

(Continued on next page)

Stargate Scribes Guild
Scribe Guild Meetings:  Currently on hiatus 
due to Covid, but you can still paint and work 
on scribal projects at home.

Want to paint? Get award charters to paint, 
please contact Hillary.

Turn in Charters: Arrange a date/location to 
hand them back to Hillary. Ansteorran Crown 
can go through between 100 to 300 Award 
Charters per reign. 

Scribes Guild Principal:  Hillary Greenslade 
email:  hillaryrg@yahoo.com

https://eph.tuckdb.org/items/11698
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://ansteorra.org/scribal/charter-library/


Original Award Scrolls: 
Any award in Ansteorra can be commissioned of a scribe to make an original 
scroll instead of the pre-printed mass produced Kingdom or Baronial award 
scrolls, so long as it has the approved Ansteorran award texts and has been 
approved as an alternative.  For a commissioned award scroll, please allow 1-2 
months in advance to the scroll being presented for the artist to complete the 
work.  Across the Knowne SCA World, I’ve seen award scrolls made for Hebrew, 
Chinese, Mid-East and more cultures with awards made on paper as well as 
alternative materials like stone, wood, glass; commissioned scrolls can be made 
to suit an award recipient’s persona.   

Stargate Scribes Guild Projects: 
Champion Prize Award Scrolls for April 2022 event: 

Four Champion scrolls are needed:  Archery, Equestrian, Armored and 
Rapier. 
We need 4 original scrolls or 4 hand painted Pre-Print scrolls. 

Let Hillary know if you are willing to create an original scroll or will paint a pre-
print prize scroll.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/medmss/8240807035/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/medmss/8240807035/


I’m making a list of those who have received the award of the Sodality of the 
Sentinels of the Stargate, but did NOT receive an award scroll.   Each request 
will be confirmed against the Order of Precedence.  
Stargate has two variations of Charter copies to hand paint in your colors or you 
can request an Original scroll but that will take longer to produce.  Sodality 
Charter copy designs are 1) Celtic knotwork (early period) and 2) a Bar and Ivy 
with a Versal (middle ages).  We are also working on a later period scroll design 
for a Sodality master copy.    I’ll post images of these on Facebook. 
•
• The following information will be requested: 

• Real Name: 
• SCA Name: 
• Date SSG received: 

• Baron/Baroness who presented Award: 
• Scroll Type:   Charter Copy or Original:  
•

• Scribes: 
• If you are interested in painting Sodality Charter scrolls or creating an original 
scroll, please let Hillary know and a commission will be sent to you.  

SODALITY OF THE SENTINELS OF THE STARGATE



Items of General Interest

Stargate Facebook Page
Stargate also has a Facebook page, which is a good place to check for 
last-minute updates on practices and events.   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/56697227816/

Who are we?
The Barony of Stargate is a local chapter of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism (SCA), within the Southern regional subdivision of the 

Kingdom of Ansteorra. The SCA is a non-profit, educational organization 
dedicated to learning more about the Middle Ages through reenactment. 

There are SCA chapters worldwide and they hold regular feasts, 
tournaments, balls and battles.

Ansteorra includes all of Oklahoma and most of Texas (except El Paso). 
Stargate includes most of greater Houston. Wherever you are, we’re a 

friendly group of people, so why not visit us all?

Thank you for all the great submissions! Don’t forget, we are 
always looking for more submissions and suggestions from the 

populace with which to improve the Two Towers. We look forward 
to reviewing and reporting on your contributions!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/56697227816/


Please note that guidelines have been set forth by the Society 
regarding safety precautions. Please see the Kingdom webpage for 
more details.
**Please see the Stargate facebook page for updates on events as 
we continue to open up.
•
Stargate Scribes Guild 1st/3rd Sundays - 3-6 pm @ Central Mkt on 
Westheimer. (Not currently meeting. You make get Scrolls from Hillary 
Greenslade for painting. See FB for updates)
•
Dance Guild 2nd and 4th Thursdays 6:30 PM Trini Mendenhall 
Community Ctr, 1414 Wirt Rd. (Not currently meeting. See FB for 
updates)
•
Bardic 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM online via Zoom.
•
Populace Meeting Monthly on the first Monday @ Trini Mendenhall 
Community Ctr, 1414 Wirt Rd. (Currently online via Zoom)
•
Stargate Chivalric is every Sunday at 10 AM at Ray Miller Park in 
Houston. 1800 Eldridge Parkway Houston, TX 77077. (See FB for 
Updates)
•
Rapier Combat Practice is every Sunday at 10 AM at Ray Miller Park in 
Houston. 1800 Eldridge Parkway Houston, TX 77077 (See FB for 
updates)
•
Archery Practice Usually 3rd Saturday 9-11 AM @ Carter Park in 
Spring, Tx (Not currently meeting. See FB for updates.)
•
For updates,

see the calendar at http://stargate.ansteorra.org/

(Please note that the calendar is in the process of being updated. If you do not see an 
event, meeting, or practice please double check the Stargate Facebook page or email the 
officer in charge. Contact information can be found in the newsletter on the officers list.) 

Ongoing Calendar Notes

http://stargate.ansteorra.org/


Guilds and Meetings

Scribes Guild (currently on hold)
Come learn the ancient and beautiful arts of calligraphy and illumination. The 
Stargate Scribes Guild is for learning the scribal arts, as well as to provide a 
service to the Barony and the Kingdom by creating award scrolls. The Guild 
meets the 1st, 3rd and sometimes 5th Sundays of the month from 3-6 pm.

The site is in the 2nd floor Community Room at the Central Market, 3815 
Westheimer Rd (at Wesleyan Ave, inside Loop 610), Houston, TX 77027. 
Bring your paint supplies; some loaner items will be provided. All are 
welcome, newcomers and masters alike. 
Contact: Mistress Hillary Greenslade.

Cooks Guild (currently on hold)
We learn and practice the art and science of period food. Each month we 
discuss a different topic or recipe. Please contact the Minister of Arts and 
Sciences for location. 

Bardic Guild (currently online)
Bardic Guild is held irregularly, but typically the third Tuesday of the month. We 
sing, we visit, we tell tales, and sing some more! We trade info and discuss 
resources. Please contact the Minister of Arts and Sciences for location and 
times. 

Dance Guild (currently on hold)
Join us to learn, and practice, period European dances. 

Sewing Guild (currently online via Discord)
Meetings are the 2nd Saturday of the month at 3pm in Humble and at 1pm on 
the 4th Sunday in Richmond. Please see FB for details.

http://maps.google.com/maps?near=Westheimer+Rd+&+Weslayan+St,+Houston,+TX+77027&geocode=&q=Central+Market&f=l&hl=en&sll=29.743066,-95.441666&sspn=0.008365,0.013776&ie=UTF8&ll=29.741743,-95.441666&spn=0.008365,0.013776&z=16&om=1
mailto:hillaryrg@yahoo.com


Make a Contribution to the Two Towers!
✦The Two Towers is the reference for members of the Barony, but it also 

serves as a bit of Baronial history. 

✦Photographs - If you have some photos to share, please send your 
contributions to the  Stargate Chronicler at 
chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org. The Chronicler would love to have all 
contributions. Please remember to send a release form. 
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms

✦Event Stories - Let everyone hear your recollection of a great time or 
special occurrence at a Stargate event by putting it in our newsletter! 
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms

✦Word Fame - Has someone you know done something worthy of bragging 
about? Publish it!

✦Articles - Care to share your expertise, or enlighten others on a subject 
you feel passionate about? Send your article along for publication along 
with the appropriate Publication Permission Form found on the Ansteorra 
website! http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms

✦Art - Send your finest artwork along with the appropriate Publication 
Permission Form found on the Ansteorra website. 
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms Or let us know if you 
would like to illustrate articles! 

Of Special Note: 
Positions open for application will be open for 30 days and will remain open 

until filled. Please send applications to the applicable Southern Regional 
officer, and cc Stargate’s Baronesses and Seneschal 

(e-mails listed below).

mailto:chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms


Stargate Officers 

Baroness and Baroness
Her Excellency Ceara Mac An Ghabhann
His Excellency Alden Drake
bandb@stargate.ansteorra.org

Seneschal:
Baronessa Lessandra della Torre
seneschal@stargate.ansteorra.org

Exchequer
Lady Fastrada the Furious
exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org

Chronicler
Lady Talia di Grazia di Amadore
chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org

Knight Marshal
Lord Rafael
marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org

Rapier Marshal 
Lady Constanza de Talavera
marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org

Minister of Arts & Sciences 
Lord Lothar
moas@stargate.ansteorra.org

Herald (Sentinel Pursuivant): Open for Applications!
Don Brian macCael
herald@stargate.ansteorra.org

mailto:bandb@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:seneschal@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org?subject=For%20Knight%20Marshal
mailto:marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:moas@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:herald@stargate.ansteorra.org


Team Hospitaler
Madame Margot de la Marche
HL Ciarnat of Firethorn
hospitaler@stargate.ansteorra.org

Minister of Children 
Lady Áoife inghean Mícheál Ui O'Domhnaill

Chatelaine: Open for Applications!

castellan@stargate.ansteorra.org

Historian
HL Caitilin inghean Ronain ui Chellaigh
katherin.Watson@att.net

Scribe
Mistress Hillary Greenslade
Hillaryrg@yahoo.com

Webminister:
Jacques de Morlanne
webminister@stargate.ansteorra.org

Social Media Deputy
Madame Margot de la Marche
Social-media@stargate.ansteorra.org

Thrown Weapons Marshal: Open for Applications!
Lady Fastrada the Furious
exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org

Archery Marshal: Open for Applications!

mailto:hospitaler@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:castellan@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:katherin.Watson@att.net
mailto:Hillaryrg@yahoo.com
mailto:webminister@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:Social-media@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org


Disclaimer & Copyright 

This is the January 2022 issue of the Two Towers, a publication of 
the Barony of Stargate of the SCA. The Two Towers is available 
from Lady Talia di Grazia di Amadore (Neisha Walker) at 
Chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org. It is not a corporate publication 
of the SCA Inc. and does not delineate SCA policies.

Copyright 2022 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For 
information on reprinting articles and artwork from this publication, 
please contact the editor, who will assist you in contacting the 
original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 
contributors.

mailto:Chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org


Have a wonderful month!

Vivat 
Stargate!
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