
Two Towers
November – December 2020

From the Baronesses
Greetings to the Barony,

The last of the year is upon us!

Thank you to everyone who came out for the storage room clean up in October.  It was a 
very big help to get all of the stuff organized and cleaned out. We will potentially be 
setting up a workday in the future. This will be to put up some of the pavilions that 
haven’t been used in a while to determine their condition and any missing poles/ropes 
that might need to be replaced.

We want to thank Lady Talia (Neisha) for all of her hard work being our seneschal.  She 
has been an amazing asset to the Barony and has really been a great leader throughout 
her 3 years as our Seneschal.  We also want to thank Honorable Lord Leofwine
(Exchequer) and Lady Asta (Minister of A&S) for their work for the Barony. The 
Officers of our Barony help to ensure that we are in compliance with the Kingdom. 
Without them and all their hard work, we couldn’t do what we do! So THANK YOU to 
all our Officers! 

We are looking forward to our Virtual Yule on December 5th with Lord Tenoch and 
Lady Margot autocratting the event.  There will be activities throughout the day and we 
will have court in the late afternoon/evening. Please be on the lookout for requests on 
helping throughout the day. 

As the end of the year approaches, we want to wish everyone wonderful holidays.

In Service to the Dream,

Brenna MacDonald and Sarra Asshton of York
Baroness and Baroness of Stargate



From the Seneschal

Greetings Amazing Populace!

As we continue to battle COVID and maintain social distancing, I am so grateful for
you, your upbeat spirits, willingness to adapt, and desire to continue to grow and
meet the needs of your Barony and newcomers alike. The children’s online activities
are going well and gaining traction as is our monthly bardic guild. We have a new
middle eastern dance guild starting up virtually so keep an eye out for more
information on Facebook. We were able to have 2 socially distanced fighter practices
before we were moved back to stage one and there are plans to do virtual challenges as
we go forward. A discord channel has been created for us as well. This is a great way
to connect with one another without having to post on Facebook. It is free to use so
please join us and try it out!

We have several new officers!

Fastrada is officially our new Exchequer. She has been working with Leofwin the last
several months to make the transition as smooth as possible. After three years he will
finally get to pass the torch. Thank you for your time, effort, and service Leofwine!
You are fantastic!

Lothar is our new A&S Minister. He is taking over for Asta who has served the barony
for two years and deserves a rest! Thank you, Asta, for everything you have done. We
appreciate all your hard work!

Lastly, it is my final month as your seneschal. I will miss being your seneschal, and
the person you laugh at (with?) during populace meetings. I have loved being able to
serve the barony in this way but I am glad to step back and let someone else lead
while I take some time to breathe and simply enjoy your company. I will be handing
over the reins to Ceara in December and I know she will be amazing and serve our
barony well. That does mean that her position of Hospitaler is now open for
applications! If you are interested please submit the online application, found on the
Ansteorra Seneschals page under apply for office, and copy myself and our baronesses.

I am so glad to be part of such an amazing group! Thank you for letting me be a part
of your leadership for a time.

Yours in service,

Lady Talia di'Grazia di'Amadore



Items of General Interest

Stargate Facebook Page

Stargate also has a Facebook page, which is a good place to check for last-minute 

updates on practices and events.   https://www.facebook.com/groups/56697227816/

Who are we?

The Barony of Stargate is a local chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism 

(SCA), within the Coastal regional subdivision of the Kingdom of Ansteorra. The 

SCA is a non-profit, educational organization dedicated to learning more about the 

Middle Ages through reenactment. There are SCA chapters worldwide and they 

hold regular feasts, tournaments, balls and battles.

Ansteorra includes all of Oklahoma and most of Texas (except El Paso). Stargate 

includes most of greater Houston. Wherever you are, we’re a friendly group of 

people, so why not visit us all?

From the Chronicler
Thank you for all the great submissions! It’s been a blast to put together this issue.
Don’t forget, we are always looking for more submissions and suggestions from the
populace with which to improve the Two Towers. I look forward to reviewing and
reporting on your contributions!

~ Teuctli Tenochcacuicatl Delmar

https://www.facebook.com/groups/56697227816/


Yule Filking Love It  
(it’s Snow Laughing Matter) 

~Stargate Yule~ 

This year has not been kind to us, so why not blow off steam with the Barony of 

Stargate at a yule celebration filled with frivolity and mischief! 

͠

The Yule Lads are loose and causing 

mischief wherever they may be! It’s up to you 

to catch them (or yourself) in the act. Each of 

the thirteen Yule Lads will appear throughout 

the day, one-by-one. Prizes will be given to 

those who meet the photo challenges they 

issue. 

 

The challenges don’t end there, though! To 

honor the inclusivity and camaraderie of the 

holiday season, we have classes and friendly 

challenges for all the various fields in the 

SCA, regardless of how you play or your age. 

Be ye fighter, artisan, or simply one who 

loves to feast, we have a photo challenge for 

you with larghese in store for the victors. 

 

These challenges all culminate with our 

grand Yule Filk challenge. In substitute of 

Stargate’s traditional Yule Bardic 

Championship, we will be hosting a filk 

challenge. The theme is “Holiday Filk” with 

a focus on filking a holiday song, mundane or 

period. Special consideration will be given to 

those that pay homage to the society or 

period culture. Bring one or many as we will 

go as long as we have time (or until the 

Baronesses tire of us). Wit and humor shall 

be rewarded. All will be recognized, but 

those who bring the biggest laughs and cheer 

shall be especially recognized. 

 

The fun doesn’t stop there! After evening 

court, come gather around our virtual 

campfire for our “Let’s Get Elfed Up” party. 

Grab your favorite beverage (thank goodness 

this is a wet sit) and join in our virtual games, 

trivia, and bardic as we watch the (virtual) 

embers die out. 

 

͠ 

When: 10 AM to 10 PM, December 5
th

, 2020 

Where: Zoom/Facebook (more information will be available on event page) 

Event Stewards: 

Teuctli (Lord) Tenochcacuicatl (Tenoch) Delmar (mka Esteban Padilla): tenoch.sca@gmail.com 

Lady Margot de la Marche (mka Margo Lambert) margolambert@outlook.com 



Madame Margot’s Salon
Beginners Hand Sewing

Lesson Five: Let’s Make a Basic T-Tunic!

Now that you have learned how to build a sewing-kit, how to pick fabrics, how 
to sew seams, and how to finish your edges, you will now need to make a thing! 
If you are a newcomer then one of the easiest and handiest things you can make 
is a t-tunic. It is a very good place to start with garb since it is so versatile. It 
can be worn by anyone, regardless of gender, and only needs to be paired with 
some plain colored leggings, a belt (optional), and some medieval-ish boots. This 
will get many newcomers through a few events until they figure out what type 
of garb they would like to invest their time in. 

Materials:
-Your sewing-kit!
- A few yards of some fabric depending on your size, one or two yards will 
probably be more than enough (refer back to the lesson on fabrics to pick the 
best option for you)
- A t-shirt that is 2-3 sizes too big for you. 



Madame Margot’s Salon
Beginners Hand Sewing

Instructions:

Step One: 
Lay your t-shirt on your fabric, lining up the top of the t-shirt with the fold 
of the fabric.

Step Two: 
With some chalk trace out the shape of the t-shirt going out about an inch away 
from the t-shirt (this will be your seam allowance). You can make the bottom of 
the tunic as long as you want. (Keep in mind that if you are blessed in the hip 
area that you may need to flare the bottom some to accommodate.) Don’t forget 
to trace the neckline as well. Sometimes you may need to widen this a little since 
t-shirt necklines can be a little tight. When you’re done, remove the shirt from 
the top of your fabric. 

Step Three:
Cut! When you’re done cutting out your fabric. Line it all back up and pin in 
place.

Step Four:
Now it is time to sew the seams. You should only have two. It should be from 
the underside of the sleeve, along the side of the body, and down to the bottom 
hem on both dies. 

Step Five:
After you have finished sewing the seams, go ahead and finish your seams, your 
hem, your neckline, and the ends of your sleeves. 

Step Six:
Enjoy! Throw on some plain colored leggings, some boots, and perhaps a belt and 
you’re good to go to your first event! The best part of making this tunic is that 
you’ll find it will stay in your wardrobe for a while. 



Please note that due to the pandemic, all meetings and gatherings are postponed 
until further notice with the exception of virtual meetings/court.

 Stargate Scribes Guild 1st/3rd Sundays - 3-6 pm @ Central Mkt on Westheimer. 

 Dance Guild 2nd and 4th Thursdays  6:30 PM  Trini Mendenhall Community Ctr, 
1414 Wirt Rd.

 Bardic 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM usually at Master Alden’s home.

 UFO Guild Usually (always check) on Mondays except Pop Mtg week 7-9 pm @ 
Brenna MacDonald's home. Postponed until TBD.

 Populace Meeting  Monthly on the first Monday @ Trini Mendenhall 
Community Ctr, 1414 Wirt Rd.

 Stargate Chivalric  and Rapier Combat Practice is every Sunday at 12 PM at Ray 
Miller Park in Houston.  1800 Eldridge Parkway Houston, TX 77077. 

 Houston/Beaumont area Official Youth Chivalric Practice Irregular weeks on 
Sunday - 4 pm @ changing locations

 Archery Practice Usually 3rd Saturday  9-11 AM @ Carter Park in Spring, Tx 
(Always check to confirm)

 For updates, 

see the calendar at http://stargate.ansteorra.org/

Ongoing Calendar Notes

http://stargate.ansteorra.org/


Guilds and Meetings

Unfinished Objects Guild
The UFO (Unfinished Objects) Guild may be held at the home of Lady Brenna 
MacDonald on any Monday night except the first Monday of the month 
(Populace), from 7pm to 9pm. Please send her a message for the address if you'd 
like to attend a UFO Guild meeting. Currently, guild meetings are postponed 
until further notice

Scribes Guild
Come learn the ancient and beautiful arts of calligraphy and illumination. The 
Stargate Scribes Guild is for learning the scribal arts, as well as to provide a 
service to the Barony and the Kingdom by creating award scrolls. The Guild 
meets the 1st, 3rd and sometimes 5th Sundays of the month from 3-6 pm.

The site is in the 2nd floor Community Room at the Central Market, 3815 
Westheimer Rd (at Wesleyan Ave, inside Loop 610), Houston, TX 77027. Bring 
your paint supplies; some loaner items will be provided. All are welcome, 
newcomers and masters alike. Contact: Mistress Hillary Greenslade.

Cooks Guild
We learn and practice the art and science of We usually meet on the first 
Thursday of each month. Medieval cookery. Each month we discuss a different 
topic or recipe. Please contact the Minister of Arts and Sciences for location. 

Bardic Guild 

Bardic Guild is held irregularly, but typically the third Tuesday of the month. 
We sing, we visit, we tell tales, and sing some more! We trade info and discuss 
resources. . Please contact the Minister of Arts and Sciences for location and 
times. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?near=Westheimer+Rd+&+Weslayan+St,+Houston,+TX+77027&geocode=&q=Central+Market&f=l&hl=en&sll=29.743066,-95.441666&sspn=0.008365,0.013776&ie=UTF8&ll=29.741743,-95.441666&spn=0.008365,0.013776&z=16&om=1
mailto:hillaryrg@yahoo.com


Make a Contribution to the Two Towers!

The Two Towers is the reference for members of the Barony, but it also serves as a 

bit of Baronial history. 

Photographs - If you have some photos to share, please send your contributions to the  

Stargate Chronicler at chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org. The Chronicler would love 

to have all contributions. Please remember to send a release form. 

http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms

Event Stories - Let everyone hear your recollection of a great time or special 

occurrence at a Stargate event by putting it in our newsletter!

http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms

Word Fame - Has someone you know done something worthy of bragging about? 

Publish it!

Articles - Care to share your expertise, or enlighten others on a subject you feel 

passionate about? Send your article along for publication along with the appropriate 

Publication Permission Form found on the Ansteorra website! 

http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms

Art - Send your finest artwork along with the appropriate Publication Permission 

Form found on the Ansteorra website. 

http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms Or let us know if you would like 

to illustrate articles! 

Of Special Note: 

Applications are being accepted for the following offices: Hospitaler. These positions 

will be open 30 days out from now. Please send applications to the applicable Southern 
Regional officer, and cc Stargate’s Baronesses and Seneschal (e-mails listed below).

mailto:chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms


Stargate Officers 

Baroness and Baroness

Her Excellency
Brenna MacDonald

Her Excellency
Sarra Asshton of York
bandb@stargate.ansteorra.org

Seneschal
Lady Talia di'Grazia di'Amadore (Transitioning)
HL Ceara inghean mhic an Ghabahann
seneschal@stargate.ansteorra.org

Exchequer
Fastrada the Furious
exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org

Chronicler
Teuctli Tenochcacuicatl Delmar
chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org

Knight Marshal
Squire Rafael
marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org

Minister of Arts & Sciences 
Lothar
moas@stargate.ansteorra.org

Herald (Sentinel Pursuivant)
Don Brian macCael
herald@stargate.ansteorra.org

mailto:bandb@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:seneschal@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org?subject=For%20Knight%20Marshal
mailto:moas@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:herald@stargate.ansteorra.org


Team Hospitaler
HL Ceara inghean mhic an Ghabahann (Transitioning)
HL Ciarnat of Firethorn
hospitaler@stargate.ansteorra.org

Rapier Marshal 
Charles Alexander
marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org

Minister of Children 
Áoife inghean Mícheál Ui O'Domhnaill

Chatelaine
Lord Michael de Eryri
castellan@stargate.ansteorra.org

Historian
HL Caitilin inghean Ronain ui Chellaigh
katherin.Watson@att.net

Scribe
Mistress Hillary Greenslade
Hillaryrg@yahoo.com

Webminister
Lady Ingrid Bjornsdottir
webminister@stargate.ansteorra.org

Social Media Deputy
Madame Margot de la Marche

mailto:hospitaler@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:castellan@stargate.ansteorra.org
mailto:katherin.Watson@att.net
mailto:Hillaryrg@yahoo.com
mailto:webminister@stargate.ansteorra.org?subject=Stargate%20web%20page


Disclaimer & Copyright 

This is the September – October 2020 issue of the Two Towers, a publication 

of the Barony of Stargate of the SCA. The Two Towers is available from Lord 

Tenoch (Esteban Padilla) at chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org. It is not a 

corporate publication of the SCA Inc. and does not delineate SCA policies.

Copyright 2020 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on 

reprinting articles and artwork from this publication, please contact the editor, 

who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please 

respect the legal rights of our contributors.

mailto:chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org?subject=Stargate%20Chronicler

