Two Towers
March – April 2020
From the Baronesses
Greetings Barony,
We hope that everyone is continuing to stay safe at home while the world is dealing
with the pandemic. It was lovely to see everyone during our last virtual populace and
look forward to seeing everyone at the May Virtual populace meeting. If you have
any ideas on other ways we can virtually connect, please let Talia (Seneschal) and
Ceara (Hospitaler) know. They can work with you to put these ideas together.
We are keeping an eye on the stay at home orders, so that we can plan for our Spring
Event - Squires, Cadets and Arcarius. We hope to be able to have the event this
summer, however we will continue to monitor the situation and make further
decisions as we get closer to our new proposed date.
Coastal Grand Baronial will be held October 23-25th as previously announced on
Facebook, so continue to look for updates on the planning of the event. We are still
looking for a liaison to represent Stargate. This position will coordinate with the
Autocrat for the event and report back updates to the Barony.
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

YIS,
Brenna MacDonald and Sarra Asshton of York
Baroness and Baroness of Stargate

From the Seneshal
Greetings Stargate!
I miss seeing all of you in person. I am so happy we have been able to see people in
Zoom though. It has been a pleasure having people join us for populace who are not
normally able to attend! As we move through this pandemic please look for updates
on meetings, guilds, and practices on our Facebook page.
In exciting news we now have a Social Media Deputy! Thank you, Margot, for
volunteering. I am so excited to see how we move forward with this and how it helps
us to connect with more people. We also have a new Exchequer Deputy. The amazing
Fastrada has volunteered to take on this endeavor and to learn from Leofwine so that
he will eventually be able to hand over the reins. In that vein, as much as I love
serving as your Seneschal, I too need a deputy. If you are willing and able to serve in
this way please let me know!
I miss you all and hope we can meet again soon in person.

Yours in Service,
Talia

Items of General Interest

Stargate Facebook Page
Stargate also has a Facebook page, which is a good place to check for last-minute
updates on practices and events. https://www.facebook.com/groups/56697227816/

From the Chronicler
Thank you for all the great submissions! It’s been a blast to put together this issue.
Don’t forget, we are always looking for more submissions and suggestions from the
populace with which to improve the Two Towers. I look forward to reviewing and
reporting on your contributions!

~ Tecuhtli Tenochcacuicatl Delmar

Who are we?
The Barony of Stargate is a local chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism
(SCA), within the Coastal regional subdivision of the Kingdom of Ansteorra. The
SCA is a non-profit, educational organization dedicated to learning more about the
Middle Ages through reenactment. There are SCA chapters worldwide and they
hold regular feasts, tournaments, balls and battles.
Ansteorra includes all of Oklahoma and most of Texas (except El Paso). Stargate
includes most of greater Houston. Wherever you are, we’re a friendly group of
people, so why not visit us all?

Ciarnat’s Clarion Clamoring
Wisdom and Tales from an Experienced Hospitaler
People that know me know I have lots of stories of my experiences in SCA life to
share. Here are one, or a few, of those stories presented for your amusement:
Spouse and I were camping at a weekend event some years ago. I woke early,
changed from PJs into garb and stepped out of our modern tent, turning my
back to the tent. The view in front of me was a body of water, mist rising, a
gentle breeze wafting, birdsongs to my happy ears. Then, I heard the clear,
inspiring and uplifting tones of a bagpipe! To just view and hear nature and the
skirl of the piper, I felt instantly transported back in time to the Middle Ages,
somewhere in Scotland! I felt as if I was standing on some ancestral land there,
while a relative was out on a beautiful morning, piping to celebrate life! It will
always remain a really memorable morning, that still brings a smile to my face!
Those are the kind of truly magical moments that add ambience and help to
bring my SCA life to reality!

Approximately 6 years ago, I attended Gulf Wars and camped with some fellow
members of our archery household. The son of one of the families (maybe 7
years old at that time) named H. was to hang out with me for a few hours while
his parents were on the rapier field, on the archery range, or in classes, etc. I
always enjoy spending time showing children just how much fun a war can be.
H. and I took along a little red wagon that had some water, snacks, our sun hats,
and the "all important" foam sword. As H. rode in the wagon for a while, I gave
H. a long stick and had him drag it along in the soil as I pulled him in the
wagon in that way he could be occupied on the roads on which not too many
interesting things were taking place at that time. No matter where we went, I'd
point to some lines in the soil (whether we'd been there before, on that day or
not) and tell H., “look, you really are drawing a line on all the war property!”.
He found that idea to be fascinating.

We went to toss some pebbles into the lake, saw some tadpoles and caught a few.
Later, we went to watch a class about Falconry taught by the falconers at the
mews. The birds-of-prey were so beautiful, their talons so deadly! H.s' young
eyes were huge and voice was loud while we cheered for the Kingdom of
Ansteorra during the field and ravine battles. He especially enjoyed watching
the trebuchet fling projectiles into the fray! This action caused him to let out
some loud laugher which got me to laughing as well. We found a shady tree,
stopped beneath it and had a snack & water break. We then went to the
marketplace and went shopping. He was carrying his foam sword, walking along
the roads and looking very noble, his thought-provoking questions and remarks
gave me new reasons to smile! We went to view the jousting at the Equestrian
area, really interesting to see the horses in colorful barding, the armor-clad
fighters on their steeds advancing rapidly towards their opponents along the
division rail at the center of the jousting field.
At the end of the day, we re-united with H.'s parents and at a "rapid-fire" pace,
he recounted all the fun things he and I saw that day. That is a special memory
for me, as H. is now a teen and I do not see his family at SCA events anymore.
This month's Hospitaler tip: if newcomers ask about finding a tent if they
already do not own one and will be shopping for one, take them on a "tent tour"
of your tent and your friend's tents while camping at an event. Ask permission
to show the newcomer the inside dimensions of your friend’s tents once they are
put up. Tell them the pros and cons that you have heard about or experienced
for yourself with your style of tent and get your friends to tell the newcomer
their experiences. This is helpful for the newcomer to get an idea what size of
tent will be the best to accommodate all their SCA and camping gear, deal with
potential weather situations, and make it easier to "garb up" in. Some newcomers
have never tent camped before and your assistance will save them time in
searching for their ideal tent. Please do not pressure any newcomer that they
MUST have a period tent. This is rude and often results in some bad feelings.

Have fun, gather with old friends, make new friends and help all of us "Live the
Dream" each and every time we gather for SCA events, classes, practices, etc.
You will be glad you did!
In service to the Kingdom of Ansteorra & Barony of The Stargate,
HL Ciarnat (Say "Cee-Are-Gnat") of Firethorn

Lady Margo’s Salon
Beginners Hand Sewing

Lesson Two: Fabric!
Welcome back! In our last lesson we learned how to build our sewing kits. This
lesson we will learn about fabric types applicable to the SCA.

We will be focusing on three types of fabrics:
Linen:
Linen is probably my favorite fabric to use because it is sturdy, easy to work
with, and breathes wonderfully in the heat. It is also one of the oldest textiles
in the world. Created from the flax plant, it is very labor intensive to make but
is still favored for its coolness in heat, its strength, and its ability to dry quickly
(faster than cotton, even). The oldest discovery of dyed flax fibers, dating back
36,000 years, was discovered in a prehistoric cave. Linen in Egypt was used as
currency in some cases and in some societies, like ancient Mesopotamia, linen was
reserved for the higher class. This is because it is so challenging to create that
the amount of labor involved increased it value astronomically. In later centuries,
linen became more accessible to all classes and soon became a basic fabric for
most garments.
Pros:
Easy to work with
Very breathable
Comes in a variety of weights (thickness)
Cons:
Can be a little expensive
The color tends to fade to a dull color after numerous washes.

Wool:
Wool is great because it is wonderful at holding in the heat and wicking away
water. There are also many different types of wool: Wool from goat is called
cashmere of mohair, from a muskox it’s called qiviut, and from a rabbit it’s
called angora. Most common is wool from sheep. Humans domesticated sheep
between 9000BC and 7000BC. It wasn’t until 400BC and 300BC that we find
evidence of the first woven wool garments and this is likely because it was
around this time that the first woolly-sheep came to Europe. Wool was
incredibly easier to create than linen because of the ability to felt the wool.
Pros:
Keeps heat in beautifully
Has more of a stretch to it than linen
Does come in lighter weights (summer weights)
Water resistant

Cons:
So hot, so very hot.
If the water soaks in it will become incredibly heavy
Requires special washing instructions and is very expensive $$$
Cotton:
A lot of people assume cotton fabric is a modern invention and that’s not true.
While the domestication of the cotton plant is still a bit of a mystery to
historians, there is a plethora of evidence of its widespread use in antiquity. The
oldest cotton fabric was found in Peru and was dated to about 6000BC. In India
handheld cotton gins were used as far back as the 6th century. The knowledge of
cotton was brought to Italy in the 12th century when Sicily was conquered by
the Normans. From there, it spread rapidly to the rest of Europe.
Pros:
Can be incredibly inexpensive
Cool in the summer
Holds its color well after many washes
Cons:
While still cool in the summer, it can get kinda sticky with high humidity
Isn’t as strong as linen

Ongoing Calendar Notes
Please note that due to the pandemic, all meetings and gatherings are postponed
until further notice with the exception of virtual meetings/court.
 Stargate Scribes Guild 1st/3rd Sundays - 3-6 pm @ Central Mkt on Westheimer.
 Dance Guild 2nd and 4th Thursdays 6:30 PM Trini Mendenhall Community Ctr,
1414 Wirt Rd.
 Bardic 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM usually at Master Alden’s home.

 UFO Guild Usually (always check) on Mondays except Pop Mtg week 7-9 pm @
Brenna MacDonald's home. Postponed until TBD.
 Populace Meeting Monthly on the first Monday @ Trini Mendenhall
Community Ctr, 1414 Wirt Rd.
 Stargate Chivalric and Rapier Combat Practice is every Sunday at 12 PM at Ray
Miller Park in Houston. 1800 Eldridge Parkway Houston, TX 77077.

 Houston/Beaumont area Official Youth Chivalric Practice Irregular weeks on
Sunday - 4 pm @ changing locations
 Archery Practice Usually 3rd Saturday 9-11 AM @ Carter Park in Spring, Tx
(Always check to confirm)
 For updates,
see the calendar at http://stargate.ansteorra.org/

Guilds and Meetings
Unfinished Objects Guild
The UFO (Unfinished Objects) Guild may be held at the home of Lady Brenna
MacDonald on any Monday night except the first Monday of the month
(Populace), from 7pm to 9pm. Please send her a message for the address if you'd
like to attend a UFO Guild meeting. Currently, guild meetings are postponed
until further notice
Scribes Guild
Come learn the ancient and beautiful arts of calligraphy and illumination. The
Stargate Scribes Guild is for learning the scribal arts, as well as to provide a
service to the Barony and the Kingdom by creating award scrolls. The Guild
meets the 1st, 3rd and sometimes 5th Sundays of the month from 3-6 pm.
The site is in the 2nd floor Community Room at the Central Market, 3815
Westheimer Rd (at Wesleyan Ave, inside Loop 610), Houston, TX 77027. Bring
your paint supplies; some loaner items will be provided. All are welcome,
newcomers and masters alike. Contact: Mistress Hillary Greenslade.
Cooks Guild
We learn and practice the art and science of We usually meet on the first
Thursday of each month. Medieval cookery. Each month we discuss a different
topic or recipe. Please contact the Minister of Arts and Sciences for location.
Bardic Guild
Bardic Guild is held irregularly, but typically the third Tuesday of the month.
We sing, we visit, we tell tales, and sing some more! We trade info and discuss
resources. . Please contact the Minister of Arts and Sciences for location and
times.

Of Special Note:
Applications are being accepted for the following offices: Deputy Seneschal and
Deputy Minister of Arts and Science. These positions will be open 30 days out from
now. Please send applications to the applicable Southern Regional officer, and cc
Stargate’s Baronesses and Seneschal (e-mails listed below).

Make a Contribution to the Two Towers!
The Two Towers is the reference for members of the Barony, but it also serves as a bit
of Baronial history.
Photographs - If you have some photos to share, please send your contributions to the
Stargate Chronicler at chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org. The Chronicler would love
to have all contributions. Please remember to send a release form.
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
Event Stories - Let everyone hear your recollection of a great time or special
occurrence at a Stargate event by putting it in our newsletter!
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
Word Fame - Has someone you know done something worthy of bragging about?
Publish it!
Articles - Care to share your expertise, or enlighten others on a subject you feel
passionate about? Send your article along for publication along with the appropriate
Publication Permission Form found on the Ansteorra website!
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms
Art - Send your finest artwork along with the appropriate Publication Permission
Form found on the Ansteorra website.
http://chronicler.ansteorra.org/library.html#forms Or let us know if you would like
to illustrate articles!

Stargate Officers
Baroness and Baroness

Her Excellency
Brenna MacDonald
Her Excellency
Sarra Asshton of York
bandb@stargate.ansteorra.org
Seneschal
Lady Talia di'Grazia di'Amadore
seneschal@stargate.ansteorra.org

Exchequer
HL Leofwine of Sumersaetum
Deputy Exchequer
Fastrada the Furious
exchequer@stargate.ansteorra.org
Chronicler
Teuctli Tenochcacuicatl Delmar
chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org
Knight Marshal
Squire Rafael
marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org
Minister of Arts & Sciences
Asta Ingvarrsdottir
moas@stargate.ansteorra.org
Herald (Sentinel Pursuivant)
Don Brian macCael
herald@stargate.ansteorra.org

Team Hospitaler
HL Ceara inghean mhic an Ghabahann
HL Ciarnat of Firethorn
hospitaler@stargate.ansteorra.org

Rapier Marshal
Charles Alexander
marshal@stargate.ansteorra.org
Minister of Children
Contact the Seneschal
Chatelaine
Lord Michael de Eryri
castellan@stargate.ansteorra.org
Historian
HL Caitilin inghean Ronain ui Chellaigh
katherin.Watson@att.net
Scribe
Mistress Hillary Greenslade
Hillaryrg@yahoo.com
Webminister
Lady Ingrid Bjornsdottir
webminister@stargate.ansteorra.org
Social Media Deputy
Lady Margo Marschall

Disclaimer & Copyright

This is the May – June 2020 issue of the Two Towers, a publication of the
Barony of Stargate of the SCA. The Two Towers is available from Lord Tenoch
(Esteban Padilla) at chronicler@stargate.ansteorra.org. It is not a corporate
publication of the SCA Inc. and does not delineate SCA policies.
Copyright 2020 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on
reprinting articles and artwork from this publication, please contact the editor,
who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please
respect the legal rights of our contributors.

