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The black monk 
 Imagine being a mercenary and pirate, 

and a student of black magic who is also a Bene-

dictine monk. If you’ve never heard of such a 

person, then let me introduce you to Eustace 

Busket, or Eustace the Monk. Born in 1170 in the 

county of Boulogne, France to a lord,  Eustace 

had an fairly easy life as one of the younger sons. 

He was allowed to travel to Toledo, Spain where 

he studied black magic and necromancy in deep 

caves. He returned home shortly after and be-

came a  Benedictine monk at the St. Samer Abbey 

near Calais, as was often the case for younger 

sons of nobility. He was full of devilish actions, 

encouraging brothers to eat when they should 

fast, cursing during recitations of the office, and 

passing gas during prayers and encouraging his 

brothers to do the same. 

 However, this life in the abbey was short-

lived when he’d received news that his father 

had been murdered. Bent on getting avenging his 

father, he rushed home to find and accuse Hain-

frois of Hersinguehans. He begged an audience 

with the Count of Boulogne, Renaud of Dammar-

tin, demanding justice through a trial by combat. 

Unfortunately, his champion was slain and Hain-

frois was allowed to go free.  

 Since Busket was a man of prayer and 

peace, according to the count, he was given the 

role of seneschal and bailiff for the count. This 

station would last a few years. The two quarreled 

over the count accusing Busket of mishandling 

his stewardship when Hainfrois began accusing 

Busket of misdeeds to the entire court. Busket 

was declared an outlaw, allowing Renaud to con-

fiscate his lands and fields. Busket retaliated by 

burning two mills and fleeing. He fled into the 

forests around Boulogne and sustained himself 

as a brigandine with a thirst for revenge. Busket 

had gathered a group of outlaws hiding in the 

woods, who helped him engage in many esca-

pades, such as robbery, lightning raids, and even 

taking on disguises to trick Count Renaud into 

giving him money as charity. His focus spread to 

dishonest merchants and unlawful guards, dis-

guising himself to fool and embarrass the count’s 

men. The more Eustace evaded death, the more 

people spread that he had trained in dark magic, 

hence explaining how he kept escaping the 

Count. 

 He even shamed his father’s killer and his 

great enemy Hainfrois, who happened across 

their outlaw camp when he left the safety of the 

road to tend to personal business. Eustace and 

his men grabbed hold of Hainfrois, who 

screamed for mercy, certainly seeing his death at 

the hands of Eustace. However, Eustace told 

Hainfrois he wouldn’t kill him while he was a 

guest in Eustace’s home. Instead, he sent Hain-

frois on his merry way, and as a result Hainfrois 

fled to the Count to declare what had happened, 

angering the Count further. He sent a wide-

spread search for Eusatace, but the Black Monk 

was a few steps ahead. Knowing that this would 

send the Count into further frenzy, he had wan-

dered to the ports and found himself a station 

with a pirate ship. 

 By 1205, he’d been roving the English 

Channel and had captured a few English ships. 

This drew the attention of King John, who of-

fered the monk the English ships if he’d become 

the king’s mercenary and wage war against King 

Philip II of France. Eustace had control of thirty 

ships which he used to  raid the Normandy coast 

and establish bases in the Channel Islands. How-

ever, Eustace couldn’t resist raiding English coast 

villages, which irked King John into briefly out-



lawing him. The more that Philip II caused frus-

tration, however, the more John realized he 

would have to pardon Eustace and his brothers 

so that he could keep using the Black Monk’s ser-

vices. He even built Eustace a palace in London 

and sent his daughter to school with the other 

noble girls of England. 

 Eustace became known for his cunning 

and cruelty, that gave him quite the reputation in 

the environs of Boulogne. The king eventually 

granted Eustace land in Norfolk, turning a blind 

eye to Eustace’s side-lining as a private profiteer 

who terrorized ships of all nations in the Chanel. 

The relationship between the Black Monk and 

King John would eventually turn bitter. There are 

three thoughts on why. The first is a problem of 

money that Eustace still owed the king. Another 

thought is that the king feared Eustace’s growing 

power and semi-independence, and was uncer-

tain of the Monk’s plans. The final was that 

Count Renaud had joined King John’s side, add-

ing his lands and wealth to the king’s growing 

assets. Whatever the reason might be, the king 

ordered a naval assault on Sark to take Eustace’s 

men prisoner. The king had Eustace and his wife 

imprisoned, and claimed his daughter, whom the 

king had burned, disfigured, and killed. Eustace 

eventually left prison, bitter and furious with 

King John. 

 In 1215 Eustace returned to France, giving 

his devotion back into the place of his birth, and 

swearing loyalty to King Philip II, who respond-

ed by giving him command of Nef do Boulonge, 

a huge fortress ship. The King was eager to make 

use of Eustace’s knowledge and inside infor-

mation on the English military organization. The 

ship was lost to King John’s navy, but Eustace 

escaped capture. As a response, the King had 

him appointed admiral supplied him with more 

ships, allowing Eustace to rule the Channel Is-

lands, especially the English channel with his 

fleet of seven to eight hundred ships. His rule 

was so great, even papal legate became afraid to 

cross the channel without the mercenary’s bless-

ing.  

 The war with the English entered a dra-

matic new phase, embarking on the most intense 

military chapter of his life when Prince Louis, 

heir to the Capetian throne in France, quickly 

seized half of the country and received homage 

of up to two-thirds of England’s barons in May 

2016. Eustace played a major role in the invasion 

by ferrying troops and supplies across the chan-

nel. He even broke through an English blockade 

of the coastal town of Ryle to rescue Louis in the 

spring of 1217, when the prince had gotten 

trapped. A few months later the French prince 

found himself holed up in London again, desper-

ately needing the monk to provide supplies and 

reinforcements.  Eustace came to his aid August 

the 24th, but his fleet was outmaneuvered when 

the English threw pots of quicklime, covering the 

boat in a burning cloud that blinded Eustace and 

his men. 

 Eustace, or the Black Monk, as he was now 

known as, faced his end on the deck of his flag-

ship with these last words: “Never again in this 

world, wicked traitor, shall you deceive anyone 

with your false promises.” He was beheaded and 

his head was fixed upon a lance to take back to 

England. Even after his death, however, the Black 

Monk’s legend continued on. In 1284, an un-

named poet from Picardy published Eustace the 

Monk—a poem consisting of 2,307 verses that im-

mortalized the fanciful aspects of Eustace’s out-

law career, from his time in the woods and his 

many tricks upon the Count and his court. More 

than one hundred years later, this poem would 

give inspiration to a young, clever archer named 

Robin Hood and the Sheriff of Nottingham. 



Toyotomi the Infamous  



MEDIEVAL COOKING 



 



DO SOMETHING NIGHT 

Above: Solomon carves out two birds into an 

eraser to create a stamp. 

Right: Elena UlfsDottir held Do Something at her 

house, where people learned to make their own 

stamps. Here you see the works of four stamps. 

Above left: Aine shows off a pair of earrings re-

cently made for a friend’s matching garment.  

Above right: Stars are carved into a piece of rub-

ber by one of the shire’s young ones. Using certain 

tools to shave the rubber off around the shapes, 

the stamp is created. 

Right: A finalized stamp is shown off by its crea-

tor, along with the final product in ink on a piece 

of paper and some of the tools used to create it. 

This type of block print stamp was used often in 

decoration for garments, books, and in the home. 



 

KIDS OF THE ROUND TABLE 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 People traveled with the use of horses, carts, wagons, and ships for 

long distances. However, most people traveled by foot and helped to make 

the very first paths and roads that people began to travel over time. Most 

people traveled for work or to move to a larger city or village. This is also 

how maps were made. People needed to know the lay of the land, or the 

geography, so a mapmaker (or cartographer) started mapping out paths to 

different places.  

 This also helped in shipping, too, because most people didn’t know 

where to sail to before maps were made. They had to go on directions from 

people who had traveled there before, but if they made a mistake it could 

lead them somewhere completely different. When maps came out, people 

were excited to start finding new places that had never been found before, 

and this also helped establish new countries and colonies in new places. 

Q; Why don’t oysters share their pearls? 

A: Because they’re shellfish! 

Q: Do fish go on vacation? 

A: No, because they’re always in school! 

Q:Why do fish like to eat worms? 

A: Because they’re hooked! 

Q: What’s a frog’s favorite summertime treat? 

A; Hopsicles! 

Q: What do you call a fish that doesn’t have any 

eyes? 

A: A fsh! 

Q: What do you call a snowman in July? 

A: A puddle! 

Q: Where do sheep go on vacation? 

A: to the baa-hamas! 

Q: How can you tell if the ocean is being friend-

ly? 

A: It waves! 

Q: What’s black and white and red all over? 

A: A zebra with a sunburn! 

Q: Why do fish swim in saltwater? 

A: Because pepper water would make them 

sneeze! 

Q: What kind of music do killer whales like? 

A: They listen to the orca-stra! 

Q: How do you get down off an elephant? 

A: You don’t! You get down off a goose! 

Q: What did the grape say when he was stepped 

on? 

A: Nothing, he just made a little wine! 



 



 

 

Happy belated birthday to our favorite Turtle, 

Kilian MacRaith (John David Scott), whose birth-

day was on June 25th. Be sure to give him a hap-

py huzzah when next you see him. 

Happy birthday to Marcellus Volcanus (Colton 

Bennett) who has his birthday on July 19th. May 

you have a fun and festive day. 

Don’t forget Coronation is happening July 9th to 

welcome Creppin l’Ostriche and Toryn Seven-

stitches II as the new crowns. Hail to the new 

King and Queen of Ansteorra! 

Havathr is now doing archery practice and will 

be giving dates of practice. If you’re interested in 

learning archery, contact Havathr for more infor-

mation. 

If you have any notes of interest you would like 

posted in the newsletter, please contact Aine in-

gen Oitir (Heather Crager) by messenger. 

NOTES OF INTEREST 

Dear Edun, 

 I wish to throw a delightful birthday party for my dear wife, but I’m afraid the festivi-

ties would be dull without a semblance of games to play. Could you give me suggestions on 

how to make my wife’s birthday memorable? 

 Sincerely, Fretting Husband 

Dear Fretting Husband, 

 There were many delights to be had at medieval festivities. Jousting and tournaments 

were two of the often sought pleasures. Professional acrobats, jugglers, and jesters were used 

to entertain people at festivals as well, and musicians were used to keep a delightful tune. 

Keep in mind that dancing would also be a joyous event for those at the party, and you 

could even teach them the steps of simple dances. Let’s also not forget food. Banquets were 

often used at parties, allowing people to eat and drink as they like. Food and drink were of-

ten done in excess, so you’ll have to decide how frivolous you should make the banquet.  

 As for games, there were countless types to play. Relay races were held, or a ten-pin 

game known as skittles could be played. Tennis was even played back in France in the medi-

eval ages, with a ball made up of clothes wrapped together. There was also shinty, which 

used wooden sticks and a leather ball and two goalposts on either side of the field, and was 

played much like our modern hockey is. If you care to have a calmer, quieter sort of party 

where people can relax and enjoy the ambiance, making your own poetry or needlepoint of-

ten allowed peace and quiet. Board and card games could also be played, such as fox & 

geese, parchisi, tarok, nyout, and All Fours.  

 Really, it’s up to you what you feel will delight your wife and guests, and the ambi-

ance you want to create. Sometimes the special touches made in decoration can add to it and 

really make your party stand out. I wish you the best with your birthday plans—Edun 



 
SHIRE OF GRAYWOOD OFFICER REPORTS—JULY POPULACE 

-EXCHEQUER- 

No changes in our balance. It’s the same as 

last time. I have sent the report to the sene-

schal already. Also, I have received helmets 

from the former Hospitaler that I need to 

transfer over. 

-KNIGHT MARSHALL- 

We’ve had one practice so far, but due to the 

heat, we’re being cautious. We will have fur-

ther practices. In August, we are also going 

to Gleann Abhann for their practices as well. 

I will make sure to get hold of the loaner ar-

mor for practice. 

-ARTS AND SCIENCE MINISTER- 

We had a nice showing at the Do-Something 

night at Elena’s and Ulrich’s home. Stamps 

were made during a class taught by Tawnie. 

I held a class on Baeux stitch on June 16th, 

where 2 Bayeux tapestry embroidery pieces 

were worked on. One was finished, one is 

still being worked on. Aine is talking about 

doing a jewelry-making class one night as 

well, which will likely happen soon. We’re 

holding A&S meetups at Pecan Park on Sat-

urdays during Rapier practice as well. The 

dates for this July will be 9th, 23rd, and 30th. 

-RAPIER MARSHALL- 

We are holding regular rapier practices eve-

ry Saturday from 11-1 or so, depending on 

the heat, at Pecan Park in Nacogdoches. We 

are also going to be holding another Fall Ra-

pier Tournament, which is in the making. 

More information about this will be offered 

as soon as it can be offered. 

-HOSPITALER- 

We’ve had one new person join in our group 

for a few rapier practices and for chivalric 

back in June and a new one show interest 

online. 

-CHRONICLER- 

I have been using a lot of the Do-Something 

photos that are posted in the group for the 

newsletter. I will be using the pictures from 

the recent armor making night for the Au-

gust newsletter. If anyone wants anything in 

the newsletter, please send it to me. Also, 

everyone will soon need to update their 

forms for articles, pictures in the newsletter, 

or further. If there are any who haven’t 

signed a form with me, please get with me as 

soon as possible. 

-HISTORIAN- 

The Doomsday Book is now online. If your 

information is incorrect, please let the Sene-

schal know so it can be updated. The only 

way we can keep the Doomsday Book up-

dated is if you keep us up to date. 

-ARCHERY MARSHALL- 

I’m working on making some throwing 

weapons, which we will be able to have 

practices with in the future. We are attempt-

ing to hold archery practices on Saturdays 

after rapier practice, allowing people to get 

rest before they come for archery. There are a 

limited amount of bows and arrows at the 

moment.  



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SHIRE OF GRAYWOOD 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

July 2nd— 

Virtual Populace at 2PM via 

Discord. The link will be post-

ed in Fellowship of Graywood. 

July 2nd— 

Rapier Practice from 11-2 at 

Pecan Park in Nacogdoches 
 

Archery practice at 4 PM at 

Havathr Gordene’s—message 

him for address. 

July 3rd— 

Fighter Practice at Pecan Park 

at 10:00 in Nacogdoches 

July 9th— 

Fighter Practice at Pecan Park 

at 10:00 in Nacogdoches 

July 16th— 

Rapier Practice from 11-2 at 

Pecan Park in Nacogdoches 
 

Archery practice at 4 PM at 

Havathr Gordene’s—message 

him for address. 

Aug 6th or 7th— 

Populace TBD whether virtual 

or in person 

KINGDOM EVENTS 
July Events 

9 Coronation 

16 Spring Queen’s Champion 

21-24 Known World Heralding and 

Scribal Symposium—Virtual 

23 Performing Arts Symposium 

29-Aug 14 Pennsic War  

August Events 

6 Steppes Artisan 

20 Academy of the Rapier 

27 Vindheim Missile Academy 

27 Glasyn Artisan of the Flame 

September Events 

2-5 War of Legends 

10 Fall Crown Tournament 

16-18 Mooneshadowe—Triumphe of 

the Eclipse 

16-18 Ravensfort—Defender of the Fort 

23-25 Rosenfeld Champions and  

Three Things 

30-Oct 2 Namron—Protectorate 

30-Oct 2 Ffynnon Gath War of Ages 

October Events 

8 Kingdom Arts & Sciences 

14-16 Bjornsborg Fall Event 

14-16 Chemin Noir’s The Medieval Har-

vest 



 

SENESCHAL 
Havathr Knutr / Howard Bennett 

SENESCHAL@ GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG  

DEPUTY SENESCHAL 

Kilian MacRaith/John David Scott 

KNIGHT MARSHALL 

Alfred  Bjornson/ Michael Gibson 
KNIGHTMARSHALL@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

DEPUTY KNIGHT MARSHALL 

Kilian MacRaith / John David Scott 

Amaris Marinaro / Ruth Cantu 

EXCHEQUER 

Amaris Marinaro/Ruth Cantu 

EXCHEQUER@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

DEPUTY EXCHEQUER 

Ronja MacRaith / Melanie Scott 

CRY HERALD 

Aine ingen Oitir / Heather Crager 

RESEARCH HERALD 

Ulrich Von Tolstat / Josh McGee 

HERALD@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

SCRIBE 
Ulrich Von Tolstat / Josh McGee 

HERALD@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

DEPUTY RESEARCH HERALD 

Elena Ulfsdottir / Erin McGee 

HISTORIAN 
Ronja MacRaith / Melanie Scott 

DEPUTY HISTORIAN 

Kilian MacRaith / John David Scott 

HOSPITALER 

Alfred  Bjornson/Michael Gibson 

HOSPITALER@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

ARCHERY MARSHALL 

Ulfion Brocson/Steven Ames 
KNIGHTMARSHALL@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

MINISTER OF  

ARTS & SCIENCE 

Elina Ulfsdottir/Erin McGee 

MOAS@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

DEPUTY MINISTERS 

Tawney of Graywood / Sarah Bennett 

Aine ingen Oitir / Heather Crager 

RAPIER MARSHALL 

Ulrich Von Tolstat / Josh McGee 
RAPIERMARSHALL@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

DEPUTY RAPIER MARSHALL 

Havathr Gordene / Howard Bennett 

CHRONICLER  
Aine ingen Oitir/Heather Crager 

CHRONICLER@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 

DEPUTY CHRONICLER 

Ulrich Von Tolstat / Josh McGee 

WEBMINISTER 

Tawney of Graywood / Sarah Bennett 

WEBMINISTER@GRAYWOOD.ANSTEORRA.ORG 


