A Future View of Graywood
When contemplating the future vision of the Shire of Graywood, I can’t help but look backward a bit to see how our collective vision has come to fruition. It has been a wonderful journey to come
to this point in our shire’s rebirth. Now we are tasked with not just surviving, but thriving.
Number one on the “to do” list is to always maintain a forward leaning shire. One that is not set on its
laurels of the past, but to strive to always make things better. Dedication to this principle has brought
us to this point. It would be a poor move to stray from this ideal.
We are all salespeople. When we are involved in anything we do we represent the shire. We
need to always remember that. When we are out and about, hobnobbing with the great masses, take the
time to point out who you are and what it is that you like to do in your spare time. The approachability
of the people who make up the shire is paramount. So always be inclusive in your discussions with others
who are, perhaps, interested in the shire and its various happenings.
The enrichment of all those who participate in the shire’s activities are a measure that can’t be
overlooked. We are a group of individuals who together make up a portion of the SCA. It is an activity
oriented, service organization that teaches and recreates a period of time romanticized by the multitudes.
If we fail to challenge and add value to the lives of the participants, then we are off track.
So taking a queue from those aforementioned concepts, lets delve into the future plans for the
next 2-5 years.
1. Plan for a larger and more geographically diverse populace that includes all of the shire and not
just Huntington-Nac-Lufkin.
2. Weekly activities that include specific Do-Something Nights
3. A full schedule of youth activities that rivals what schools and cities do for the youth.
4. Become vital to the area in general with fund-raising and others opportunities that offer us exposure but offers other an opportunity to raise funds for their projects, CASA comes to mind as a great
opportunity.
5. Educational outreach that moves us into schools.
6. A diverse and continually evolving program of activities that introduces new and exciting things
to the Shire and perhaps, the Kingdom.
7. Have a protected annual event that draws from all of the SCA.
8. Have and maintain a robust treasury that meets the needs of the Shire.
9. Protect our group from malaise and overworked officers.
10. Lead when we can and follow well when we can’t.
11. Have our own knight within the shire.
Looking at the list I will admit that it is ambitious. It may prove difficult to attain these goals.
We may even fall short on some of these projects and ideas. Yet we should never fall short of dreams. It
is dreams that propelled us as a society, as a Kingdom, and as a twice resurrected Shire. This whole 51year-old group started as a dream in the heart of a dedicated and courageous person and it is in that
dream that I remain, Always,
In Service,
Lord Walter Thomas Longstride
Seneschal Incipient Shire of Graywood
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September 1st —
Monthly Populace
Meeting @ Cajun
Oaks in Huntington,
TX—Gathering at
6:30 p.m., Starting @
7:00 p.m.



September 8th—
Bardic Group Practice
in Nacogdoches @
6:00 p.m.



September 15th—
Bardic Circle in
Lufkin at Grace
Dunne-Richardson
Park @ 6:30 p.m.



September 17th —
Bardic Band in Huntington @ 6:00 p.m.



September 18th—
Fighter Practice in
Huntington at the
barn. Starting at 2:00.



September 23rd to
September 25th —
Loch Soilleir Investiture and Silver Anniversary at Pedigo
Park, Livingston.



September 24th —
Forest Festival
Demonstration and
Bardic Group at
Lufkin’s George
Henderson Exposition
Center. Meet at 9:00
a.m. to set up.



October 1st—
Catfish Festival
Demonstration and
Bardic Band at Hungtington, TX

I DREAM OF SieGING
By Iona Nic Oitir

Within the thick of a
battle, one of the most destructive forces unleashed is
that of the siege weapon. Of
course, in our battles, these
weapons are far less dangerous and are never used during a time where it could
cause injury. They are often
used in competition to see
who has skill with them, how
far they can attack, and how
much damage they could potentially do. Some people
have been trained for years.
“I first became interested in Seige Weapons when
I was a young boy watchingmovies. My interests never
waned and, in fact, is one of
the real attractions of the
SCA to me, personally,” said
Lord Longstride. In the past
months, siege weaponry has
been one of the openly discussed objects of his future
desires. When Lord Walter
Thomas Longstride speaks of
the expansion of the shire, he
also speaks of several siege
weapons of war. “One is the
repeating ballista. Another is
the siege tower and the largest of the weapons. A class A

trebuchet may be the most
difficult, but siege engines
run a full gamut of devices
from those that scale walls to
missile weapons of all sorts.”
Lord Longstride has
even gone so far as to do research on Archimedes and
DaVinci, along with several
other inspirational Medieval
geniuses, “to see if I can
come up with something new
and exciting to show the
kingdom.”
This desire came
when Lord Longstride first
became interested in the
SCA. When perusing the
many fields of interest available, he noticed two that truly
caught his eye—falconry and
siege weapons. “I say it came
from watching a lot of Vikings and knight movies as a
kid,” he commented with a
laugh. The desire to fulfill
this wish has taken a first
step, now. His next steps will
be to pass the marshalls test
on Chivalric Combat to become a Seige Marshall.
From there will come
training and courses. “There
will be a course on safety,
construction, and other varied topics that will be given

to all interested. It’s a necessary standard. Upon successful completion, the person
then becomes a siege engineer. I’m hoping that a good
portion of the training at the
the future site of the Training
Center, where we can do all
types of training. A separate
day for siege training would
be beneficial, though.”
The training center
has yet to be named, but Lady Longstride will have the
honor of doing so once it has
been built. Once completed,
plans for the first siege weapon will be made. “I plan to
maintain and transport the
siege engines for the Shire on
a trailer that I presently have,
so we can have our own siege
groups at the large battles.
Hopefully it will be done by
our next KM Tourney,” he
said.
While this has yet to
take effect, Lord Longstride
hopes that the near future
will see succession for siege
weaponry, “especially at
BAM and even at our future
Spring project. I certainly
hope a lot of people will get
involved. All of them will be
invited.”
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Graywood’s Bardic Band to Make First Shows by Iona Nic Oitir
Band is slated for the Lufkin Forest Festival and Huntington’s Catfish Festival
Ask any of those involved with the bardic band, as it’s
currently named, and you’ll get an earful of getting lyrics right and
finding the beat of the song. That’s only a small amount of adamant dedication the group has when it comes to their practice.
The head of this group, Landon Blood, has had years of experience with such matters. When it came down to finding likeminded folk within the Incipient Shire of Graywood, he was able
to get six regulars with interest from others to have a regular practice. “I’ve played period music with other musicians and been
active in other types of performance groups in Renaissance faires
in Texas and Louisiana, but I’ve only been in one other period
group,” said Landon. “That group was only focused solely on
music, though.” Anyone who has heard Landon play can certainly attest to his skill with instruments and lyrics alike. He has written many of the songs which the Incipient Shire of Graywood
sing at the open bardic nights that are held every 3rd Thursday of
the month.
All of this perseverance and intention came mostly
through a friend’s interest in a potential Renaissance Faire created just for Huntington, TX. “I informed Thom of the SCA when
he and Tina said they wanted to put on a [Renaissance] faire in
Huntington. I told him they should get the SCA on board to do a
demo,” said Landon. However, after he and Thom had emailed
around, making contacts with Ansteorra, Landon was informed
that the Shire of Graywood was no longer active. “Thom then did
further research and started the process of reinstating the shire. It
was then that he approached me about becoming Arts & Science
Minister.”
Landon showed with his menagerie of instruments, taking time to teach well-known songs to the populace and to talk of
interest in the many instruments he toted along to each meeting.

After a few visits, he began to talk to different individuals within
the Shire, asking if they might have interest in creating a bardic
band. “The performance group is a unique addition—it isn’t present in most other shires. We have already been contacted by
other shires and SCA members wanting us to perform at various
events,” Landon commented. “This is an exciting development
and will give the performance group greater exposure within the
SCA.”
There is already a mélange of talent within the shire,
and some bardic skill has shown itself in Fearghus Hawthorne’s
poems and limericks, or his wife Rose Hawthorne’s delightful
songs. Landon said, however, “The group’s biggest strength is
dedication, teamwork, and strong performance abilities.” Rose
Hawthorne has experience with belly dancing, which she will
show her skill at in the shows. Gorick MacRaith’s drunken songs
are sure to be a delight at the shows, and are even a humorous
moment during each practice. Between the multitude of talented
voices, instruments, and other unique skills, it’s expected to be a
day of many glimmering stars within the shire.
The bardic band’s first show will be at the Lufkin Forest
Festival on September 24th at the Lufkin Expo Center. They will
be performing in between the fighting demonstrations in sets of
three. Their next performance will be held at the Catfish Festival
on October 1st in
Have an article, a picture, a story, or
Huntington, TX.
an idea you’d like to see published?
They are also slated Contact us at graywindnewsletto make an appearan- ter@gmail.com or on facebook—The
ce on December 10th Shire of Graywood.
at the Forest Maiden
Be sure to visit our website at:
in Louisiana and at
www.graywoodshire.wix.com/
BAM’s bonfires.
graywood

D E L I C I O U S A N D D E L I G H T F U L
F R O M T H E R E N A I S S A N C E
Coney in Civey
4 lbs. chicken, rabbit,
or duck - cut up
1 medium onion,
chopped
2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 cup red wine
2 cups chicken broth
1/2 tsp. black pepper
1/2 tsp. mace
1/4 tsp. ginger

1/4 tsp. cloves
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 cup red wine vinegar
salt 1/4 tsp.
1 cup bread crumbs (2
slices)
Sear pieces of meat
briefly in a large pot
and set aside, using
olive oil as necessary.

R E C I P E S
E R A

Sautee onions in remaining oil until tender. Return the meat
to the pot and add
wine, broth, mace,
cloves, pepper, and cinnamon. Bring to a boil
and simmer for one
hour. Add bread
crumbs, ginger, vinegar, and salt just before serving.

Recipe from
http://medievalcookery.com

Men of war By Kilian MacRaith
The Crusades - Part II
Ld. Kilian MacRaith of the Ironshell
Last month I talked a little about the weapons the Crusaders used
in their campaigns. This month, I'd like to go over the men themselves.
They are a very unusual lot. Some of them could possibly be called lunatics or fanatics, such as count Emich of Leiningen. The graves residing in the Jewish cemetery at Worms stand testimony to this. The
Count's fervor as a Crusader has never been questioned, but that passion can only be called a hysterical and insane enthusiasm; he claimed
to have a cross miraculously branded on his flesh, and some of his followers later marched behind a remarkable goose that was supposed to
be imbued with the Holy Spirit. Who did this man crusade against? The
Jews. In the panic and confusion of persecution, the Jews tried to find
sanctuary in the walled precincts of the Cathedral of St. Peter and St.
Paul. To their credit, many of the Christian community rallied round,
doing what they could for their neighbors, the suffering Jews; the Bishop, whose castle adjoined the church, certainly took them in as the Crusaders approached, while many other Jews either sought shelter from
their Christian friends or asked them to hide their valuables and money
until the trouble blew over. But the Crusaders, under the command of
Count Emich, a leading noble from Swabia, pulled the Jews out of their
houses, dragged them through the streets, and gave them the option of
conversion or death. If the Jews refused to convert, they were slaughtered, and their valuables taken as the spoils of war. If they accepted
the mantle of Catholicism, they were left alive, but all their valuables
were again taken from them under the guise of “forced tithing”, in remission of a lifetime’s worth of non-tithing to the Church. Over 1000
Jews fell prey to his campaign in the important trading town of Mainz.
Not all of the Crusaders were bloodthirsty madmen such as
the Count. Many of them were good men who righteously believed in
the cause that they fought for, such as the anonymous knight that

wrote the chronicle Gesta Francorum. The beginning words of the Gesta set forth the origin of the Crusade in these words:
"When that time had already come, of which the Lord Jesus warns
his faithful people every day, especially in the Gospel where he says 'If
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow me,' there was a great stirring of heart throughout all the
Frankish lands, so that if any man, with all his heart and all his mind, really wanted to follow God and faithfully to bear the cross after him, he
could make no delay in taking the road to the Holy Sepulchre as quickly
as possible."
At the genesis of the Crusades, many things were happening; such
as the Holy Mother Church's "war on war", and knighthood emerging to
a state of loftiness, renowned and honor. Strife in the East actually
played a minor role with the Crusades.
Under the laws such as the 'Peace', and the 'Truce of God'--by
which the Church, first alone, and then with the collaboration of lay authorities, gave its peace to certain classes of society and to certain seasons of the year-- curbed opportunities of brigandage and of the fortunes of the sword. Peace-breakers became tagged as aliens within society, to be persecuted by a type of "war on war" having strong religious
sanctions. By 1054 at the council of Narbonne, proclamation claimed
that, "No Christian should kill another Christian, for whoever kills another Christian undoubtedly sheds the blood of Christ."
The initial military establishment of the Jerusalem Kingdom after
1100 seems to have been only some 300 knights and 1,200 foot soldiers.
In the long term, the new kingdom suffered from the endemic weakness
that, although men came in plenty from the West to conquer the Holy
Land, there were never enough who would stay to colonize it effectively.
South Italian Norman though he was, the author of the Gesta francorum typified most knights around 1100. He was decidedly a gentleman
-- a man of substance and standing, who rode on horseback and fought
with costly weapons and equipment. He held pride in his knighthood,
and he maintained a strong professional ethic based upon loyalty to his
feudal lord, Bohemond-- Bellipotens Boamundus. Yet, he remained
cautious to not be blindly loyal.

Meet the Incipient Shire of Graywood

P a g e

Amaris Cantu

Rose Hawthorne

Fearghus Hawthorne

Ito Wulfguar

Lady Emma Katerina Wight

Kilian MacRaith

Ronja MacRaith

Nicholas Sutton

8

L to R:
1. Zula watches
fighter practice.
2. Kilian assists
Longstride
with his gorget.
3. Melisandre
poses between
barking for
attention.

P a g e

9

Gorick MacRaith

Thorland O’Shae

Wiwaz

Lord Walter Longstride

Ean MacRaith

Butch Duncan

Lisette D’amour

Nine Fingers
L to R:
1.April Cantrell
shows her skill
with Iona’s camera.
2. Mike and
Joyce McNellis
listen to Alyssa
Minshew and
Tina Duncan’s
discussion, while
Blake Minshew
smiles for the
camera.

A young Florentine man was traveling
down the river with a multitude of nets
used to wash wool in the waters. It so happened that he passed a rival of his at a lower dock, and both eyed each other with
great dislike. His foe asked of him, “And
what birds do you mean to catch with such
wet netting?” The young man replied to
him, “I go to the nearest brothel to catch
your mother,” in a haughty voice. His foe
merely warned him, “Make sure to spread
your netting out carefully. You will be sure
to catch your mother there as well.”

Get your Incipient Shire of Graywood Trading Cards TODAY!
-Trade with other SCAdians-Share with your friends and family-Create a new design each year to five to
keep your trading card up to date every
timeAll it takes is a picture of you in ensemble,
answer a few questions, and you’re on
your way to having your own deck. Price
of cards due before creation.
Contact Kilian MacRaith for more information via facebook, or email him at
kilianofgraywood@gmail.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
September 16th— Nine Fingers (Darren Middleton)
The Bee by Landon Blood
I once queried a bee of love, but he spoke only of flowers.
He did not mention fair true kiss, or pining endless hours.
He spoke only of the daffodils, and roses fresh in bloom.
Not of word of silky, milky touch. And walks under the moon.
He wasted time with ruminations, of weeds that he had seen.
I must confess. I was distressed. How dare this silly bee!
For I’ve been a grand advisor, and dined with mighty kings!
And conferred with the wisest men-of life-and what it means.
But my specialty is passion, and how to make fair maiden sing.
How dare this little, fickle, bug claim love for such trite things!
And he answered…..
“I must confess, dear sir. You may possess some truth.”
“My heart is such a little thing, when compared to you.”
“But while you were giving speeches of love, and life, and lust.”
“You’ve left your lady standing there, in my favorite ivy bush.”

To the Market, Sad I Go by Landon Blood
My way to market sad go I, only to fetch some bread.
Passing, not only wares of want, but carts of also dread.
For stories I have heard of woe, but dared not dreamed be true.
Folk of land-which I have loved-have turned dark shade of blue.
Like kindling fair bride, child and like, are brought unto the fire.
To try and burn away the curse, but there is no cleansing pyre.
For some have called it devil’s curse, and others God’s own plague.
But reason matters not for those dancing among the dead.
For king or pauper matters not, for keep there is no score.
A tomb of gold or grave of dirt; each is of no more.
But still go I into the town; in hopes yet to be fed.
But I may yet-with black spot found-be in need no of bread…

Jester by Iona Nic Oitir
They call him the jester, the fool of all trades
always seeking approval and accolades.
His desire is attention, no matter the price,
his life in peril and he’ll not think twice.
He dances, cavorts, twirls for his king,
rhymes and makes jokes to delight his queen.
The princes will tug at his clothes with glee,
and the princesses trip him maliciously.
But he doesn’t care what injury he receives,
it’s all for the loving adoration he perceives.
No matter how the others may snicker at him,
he’ll toss himself down the stairs on a whim.
No matter if the lords look away in disgust.
In his mind’s eye, the ladies look on with lust.
They adore him and cheer him on in his head,
though many would rather see the fool dead.
But inside the back of this addled man’s mind,
he weeps for the truth of life’ design.
He does what he can to catch their attention,
but he’s never worth more than a moment’s mention.
And so he continues to play his part well,
until the day he can bid the fool’s life farewell.

Dance of Madness
The evening had risen, the moon high in the skies,
From the east came the fae with their cheerful cries.
The music soon started and soon everyone danced.
The elven ladies swayed and twirled, their guests all entranced.
The air was quite heavy with rich spices and smoke.
And laughter rang bright from these winsome folk.
The air began to sing with voices through the night.
a harmony soon rang to make my feet light.
I danced along with them with unabandoned glee.
My body moved to their music’s whimsy.
The moon rose and it fell beneath the sun’s first glance,
and only then could I stop my maddened dance.
They were gone with such a frightening speed
I wondered if they’d been something I had dreamed.
As saddened as I was to see they must leave
their maddening dance still haunts my memory.

MONTHLY REPORTS
Seneschal Report
Please keep Lady Emma Longstride in your
thoughts. She’s in the hospital recuperating.

Marshal Report
Weather canceled the Authorization practice. We’ve rescheduled for September 18th @ 2:00. We will resume 1st and
3rd Sunday practices after the month of September. Defender
of the Fort is September 16-18 in Huntsville.

Exchecquer Report
We are currently sitting at –0– in the shire’s
bank! Please welcome our new Exchecquer
Fearghus Hawthorne (Jim Heron).

Chronicler Report
The newsletter being printed as the previous month was incorrect and will be fixed for the next month’s report. We always need submissions of all sorts from everyone. Anyone
whom I haven’t taken a picture of for the Meet the Graywood, please send a picture or contact Iona (Heather).

Arts and Science Report

Webminister Report

Our bardic band is practicing to get ready for demo events.

Only one person responded to the request for person back-stories

We were invited to Forest Maiden on December 10th in

for personas. We need more. Fearghus Hawthorn (Jim Heron)

Louisiana. Next band practice is on 9/8/16 at JD and

was voted in as deputy Webminister. Now we need a calen-

Melanie’s. We should attend these events to see how

dar and to find out the price for an updated for the website.

they’re run. Open Bardic is 9/15 in Lufkin. Bring jokes!

Scribe Report

Ministry of Children Report

I’m doing a layout for an invitation to give to

We’re putting together a library for children, including Me-

our royals. However, the workplace is too hot,
so the layouts are delayed.

dieval-themed coloring books. We have permission to copy
these pages. A local school is putting on Taming of the Shrew
and they may come to us for input. We also should pass out
trade cards and look into a puppet theater.

Hospitaler Report
We’re gathering material for clothing. We’ll need to
take current trading cards to pass out, as well. I’ve contacted someone about learning about Hospitaler. We
still need a youth marshall, too. New contacts interested
in the SCA needs to contact Lisette (Alyssa Minshew).

Herald Report
We got a donation of Heraldry materials from Don Shae.
Come to Doug for persona/device/name approval. We’ll work
together to get contacts and info. Officers need an approved
name and device.

OFFICERS OF THE SHIRE
Seneschal

Scribe

Lord Walter Thomas Longstride /

Ito Wolfguar/james conklin

Thom Belmont

(jcfoxfire67@gmail.com)

(longstrideofgraywood@gmail.com)

Hospitaler

Deputy Seneschal

Lisette longstaff/alyssa minshew

Ronja MacRaith / Melanie Scott

(amminshew@yahoo.com)

(ronjamacraith@gmail.com )

Minister of Children

Lady emma Katerina WIght / janet belmont

lynn parrish

(jbelmont55@gmail.com)

(no current email)

Knight marshall

Rapier Herald

Michael Gorick MacRaith / mike mcnellis

Taking Applications

(stonebear357 @hotmail.com )

(no current email)

Deputy Knight marshalls

Minister of Arts & Sciences

Kilian MacRaith / j.d. scott

Nicholas sutton/Landon Blood

(kilianofgraywood@gmail.com)

(graywoodartsandsciences@gmail.com)

Ean MacRaith / david scott

Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences

(highlandmotorworks@hotmail.com)

iona nic oitir / heather miller
(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com)

Amaris Marinaro / ruth cantu
(amarisofgraywood@gmail.com)
Exchequer
Fearghus Hawthorne/jim Heron
(No Current Email)
Deputy Exchequer
liseTTe d’amour/alyssa minshew
(amminshew@yahoo.com)
Cry Herald
Aubrey Ericsdatter
(kingdom@chronicler.ansteorra.org )
Research Herald
Doug Batten
(heraldofgraywood@gmail.com)

webminister
wiwaz /Charles Miller
(graywoodwebadmin@gmail.com)
Deputy webminister
fearghus hawthorne /jim heron
(No current email)
Chronicler of graywood
Iona Nic Oitir / heather miller
(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com)
Deputy Chronicler
Kilian MacRaith / J.D. Scott
(kilianofgraywood@gmail.com)

Ansteorra Calendar of Events
SEPTEMBER 2016

Eldern Hills (Lawton, OK)

16-18 TBA

2-4 Champions of Bonwicke and
Academy of the Rapier
Bonwicke (Lubbock, TX)

28-30 Seawinds Defender
Seawinds (Corpus Christi, TX)

23-25 TBA

9-11 Laurel’s Prize Tourney
Kynges Creke (Terrell, TX)

4-6 Three Tales …
A Canturbury Pilgramage
Rosenfeld (Tyler, TX)

16-18 Defender of the Fort
Raven’s Fort (Huntsville, TX)

NOVEMBER 2016

11-13 Queen’s Champion
16-18 Triumphe of the Eclipse Kingdom of Ansteorra (Texas and
Mooneschadowe (Stillwater, OK)
Oklahoma)
23-25 Loch Fall Event
Loch Soilleir (Clear Lake, TX)

OCTOBER 2016
Sept 30-Oct 2 Bryn Gwlad Fall
Baronial
Bryn Gwlad (Austin, TX)
7-9 Gates Edge Fall Event
Gate’s Edge (Houston, TX)
7-9 Namron Protectorate
Namron (Norman, OK)
7-9 War of Ages
Fynnon Gath (San Marcos, TX)
14-16 Coronation—TBD
21-23 Fall Event
Bjornsborg (San Antonio, TX)
28-30 Samhain Celebration

11-13 Known World Fiber
Arts Symposium
Kingdom of Calontir
(Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska,
North Arkansas)
18-20 War of the Rams
Bordermarch (Beaumont, TX)
(11/17—11/20)

24-25 CHRISTMAS EVE
& CHRISTMAS
Dec 30-Jan 1 TBA
JANUARY 2017
6-8 Steppes Twelfth Night
Steppes (Dallas, TX)
13-15 Crown Tournament
Shadowlands (College Station,
TX)
20-22 Roundtable
Kingdom of Ansteorra
(Texas and Oklahoma)
27-29 Sable Soldier Project II
Chivalry of Ansteorra
(Texas and Oklahoma)
FEBRUARY 2017

DECEMBER 2016

3-5 Candlemas
Bryn Gwlad (Austin, TX)

2-4 Yule
Dragonsfire Tor (Stephenville, TX)

10-12 Kingdom A&S
TBD

2-4 Stargate Yule
Stargate (Houston, TX)

17-19 War College
Ravensfort (Huntsville, TX)

9-11 Tournament of Champions
and Stargate Yule
Stargate (Houston, TX)

24-26 TBD

