Greywinds –
The summer comes and we see the blistering heat overbear us briefly. Our meetings
are even more brief, due to the painful, sweltering warmth that becomes so overbearing
that we can’t consider the idea of even stepping foot outside our homes. We long for
those cooler days, where we can bundle beneath our robes and cloaks, hover close to the
bonfires and sing bawdy songs the whole night long. We endure the heat, in the meantime, until that time.
Some of us persevere through the scathing climates to see our dear friends and hold
onto that joyful laughter until the next month, or next event, comes along. And then we
endure it again. We joke about how we can’t consider how our ancestors endured such
unbearable warmth as we hover beneath the shade. We lift our heads to sigh each time a
nice, passing breeze cools us for a brief moment. And then we return to our miserable
sweating state of unease.
That is why I love the name of our shire, and especially the name of our newsletter. It makes me think of cooler days. Blissful shadow to keep our otherwise hot blood
cooled. A refreshing breeze coming in from nowhere in the form of a poem or story inside
the newsletter. All in all, I think we’re all eager to set aside our summer days, and will
welcome Autumn’s lowering temperatures. I know I am.
- Iona Nic Oitir
Chronicler for the Incipient Shire of Graywood
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Copyright 2016 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting articles and artwork from this publication, please contact the editor, who
will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect
the legal rights of our contributors.
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August 4th, —
Monthly Populace
Meeting @ Cajun
Oaks in Huntington, TX—
Gathering at 6:30,
Starting at 7:00



August 9th, —
Chess Night @
The Barn in Huntington, TX—
Gathering at 7:00
p.m.



August 12th, —
Bardic Group
Meeting in
Nacogdoches @
6:00 p.m.



August 18th, —
Bardic Circle in
Huntington
6:30—musicians
7:00—singers



August 21st—
Fighter Practice
and Authorization
in Nacogdoches at
Pecan Park @ 2:00



September 1st, —
Monthly Populace
Meeting, @ Cajun
Oaks in Huntington, TX—
Gathering at 6:30,
Starting at 7:00

Get

your

By Iona Nic Oitir
November is coming! Everyone knows what that surely
means—Bordermarch! Time
for gathering necessary
equipment and seeing to
those last necessary fixes to
armor and other gear. Of
course, some people are also
looking to replace other gear
they’ve either recently lost,
or had damaged, in the
storm angrily termed Gulfnado.
Of course, there are
the new-comers as well.
Those who have never attended an event and haven’t
an idea of what they might
need. Anyone may ask at the
start— “Where do I begin?”
The answer is— “With a
tent!” Even if you don’t stay
for the full event, the urge to
stay overnight at least once
will be overwhelming, especially once campfires are lit.
If you have a friend with an
extra available, that’s well
and good … until that friend
no longer has a tent, or you
go to an event without them.
Investing in a sturdy
tent is a necessity. You’ll
need basic protection from
the insufferable elements,

gear

should they turn nasty. You
also want something that
can withstand heavy bouts
of rain without the moisture
sneaking inside, or crumbling under a hard gust of
wind. Once you’ve looked a
few tents over, be sure to
read the comment section
through. It’s suggested that
you look for the three star
votes when doing so, because these give you a better
feeling for potential trouble
you may have with any tent
you buy, and will keep you
from buying one that won’t
last a full night through.
From there, you’ll
need bedding, such as an air
mattress or a cot. As before,
do your research when buying an air mattress or a cot.
Will they hold for over a
night? If you weigh over 200
pounds, look into what other buyers say about its durability. Does it need an air
pump, or does it have one
built in? If you want to stay
simple, you can bring blankets to create a bed for the
night. Just be sure to bring
enough to create a firm padding for you, so you won’t
feel the rough terrain.
Seems easy enough

on!

already, doesn’t it? Did you
bring lighting?
One of the basic
mistakes that people don’t
think of is lighting to get
around at night, because
their assumption is that
most of the activities will
happen during the day when
the sun will be around. It’s
all fun and games, until
you’re drunk at one in the
morning, stumbling over
others’ tent lines as you try
to make your way to the porta-potty. It isn’t as fun when
you rip someone’s tent
down, all because you’re not
able to see.
If you get electric
lighting, the kind that needs
batteries, always be sure to
stock extras. Batteries wear
out quicker than one might
think while camping, and
they make for a good bartering item when others come
unprepared and in need of
such provisions.
Now that we have
the lighting and bedding
settled, what about food?
It’s always safe to presume
that you can’t rely on others
to feed you, because anything can happen. There’s
(Continued on page 2)

Page 5

Greywinds

(Continued from Page One) no microwaves or stoves around, either. Just a
nice, open fire! You can either learn
how to cook using the embers of a fire,
or get some cookware meant just for
camping. Don’t forget a few plates,
some cutlery, pots and pans, and a
drinking cup. Using your hands while
feasting only benefits you so long before they’re filthy with soot and dirt.
Now then, how are you going
to wash your hands at the end of the
day? What will you use to clean off
your utensils? Jugs of water can be
heavy, and annoyingly so when you
have so much to carry, but water is a
severe necessity. It’s used for so many
things—bathing, for example—that
going without will hinder you more
than you care to admit it. It’s also best
to have a bowl of sorts in which to
wash yourself with, unless you have a
transportable shower.
This is also a wise time to remind yourself that you’ll need something to help clean with, such as rags
and towels. Always be sure to carry at
least two of each per person It’s difficult to say when you’ll fall into a puddle that isn’t mud like you thought.
They can also be handy should some
accident befall you, such as dropping
an much-loved electronic device into
some water.
Carrying all of this equipment
is going to be rough on the arms and
legs, when you think about it. Such

massive quantities can be heavy, and
falling is bound to happen. Most people don’t consider something to store
their items in, but having a storage tub
can be beneficial. Even out of season,
it keeps items together for the next
event, and will protect them from
most outside destructive forces. They
make it easier to carry within the car
without concern of forgetting a blanket in the car once you’ve parked it off
-site. Most people even add a dryer
sheet to their tote to keep the items
inside from smelling fetid from
months of disuse.
By this time, you have to be
thinking “I am not that forgetful an
individual, even if this is my first
event!” It’s possible that you, the reader, make lists and check everything
over. You may be a pro at this, in fact!
However, even a pro tends to forget
something. Even then, there is something critical that may be forgotten,
something that may ruin the whole
trip for you.
I mean, of course, a handy
first-aid kit. Some alcohol wipes,
gauze, bandaids, medical tape, tweezers, and medicines for headaches and
pains can make for a simple, but effective, kit. Not many people consider
adding things like lotion, hydrogen
peroxide, or KY Jelly to their kit. Lotion can help with dried skin, sure, but
it can also help with chafed skin
caused by worn through leggings or

hose. Hydrogen peroxide is always
handy to boil out anything that might
try to infect wounds. KY Jelly is nice to
use with burns, blisters, and itches. It
can also be helpful to remove anything
tight or pinching, like a ring or a piece
of armor that fits incorrectly, or even
be used underneath the arm if you
forget your deodorant. An extra toothbrush can also be helpful, one you
don’t intend to use for your teeth. This
toothbrush can be used to get in hard
to reach places for the most random of
things, such as squashing a spider
that’s hovering just at the edge of a
tent, or getting into the crevice of your
shoe after you’ve stepped into a fresh
pile of horse droppings.
With November hovering so
near at hand, these ideas may already
be swirling in your mind as you prepare for a weekend of delightful mayhem. It’s always best to keep a checklist around for safety’s sake. Hopefully, however, you now have a better
idea of what to plan and bring when
Bordermarch, or whatever event,
comes around.
Have an article, a picture, a story, or
an idea you’d like to see published?
Contact us at graywindnewsletter@gmail.com or on facebook—The
Shire of Graywood.
Be sure to visit our website at:
www.graywoodshire.wix.com/
graywood

D E L I C I O U S A N D D E L I G H T F U L
F R O M T H E R E N A I S S A N C E
-BLANKMANGER 1 pound chicken
4 cups cooked white
rice (about 1 1/2 cup uncooked)
1/2 cup almond milk
1 cup water
2 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. ginger
1/8 tsp. white pepper
Boil chicken until very

tender and allow to cool.
Tease meat apart with
forks until well shredded.
Put meat into a large pot
with remaining ingredients and cook over medium heat until thick. Serve
hot.
HOW TO MAKE ALMOND
MILK FOR THE RECIPE
2 cups blanched almonds
3 cups hot water

R E C I P E S
E R A

Grind almonds until fine,
almost like flour. Pour hot
water into almonds, mixing well. Allow to soak for
10 to 15 minutes, stirring
occasionally. Pour through
a fine strainer into a bowl,
discarding solids.
They can be used again
with more water, but the
resulting almond milk will
be thinner and won't work
as well in recipes .

Recipe from
http://medievalcookery.com

TOOLS OF WAR An introduction to Norman Swords and Armor
By Kilian MacRaith
The Crusades - Part 1
Ld. Kilian MacRaith of the Ironshell
One of the oldest weapons in the art of warfare, the Norman
Sword which gave Jerusalem to the crusaders was the direct descendent of
the Viking sword that had originated in Scandinavia. The Norman Sword
can be called nothing more than an improvement of the Viking weapon,
though more elaborate in the pommel, and having a shallow groove,
known as the fuller, (or “blood gutter”) cut down its length to reduce the
weight of the blade.
Fredrik Wilson had this to say about the Norman Sword in Arms
and Armour: “Viking swords are cleverly designed for easy use in action,
and this was achieved by tapering the blade towards the point. It means
that there was less weight at the point, so permitting freer movement …
The style of hilt varied considerably and as many as nine have been
identified. Most have the simple cross-guard, either straight or slightly
drooping, and it was in the pommel that there were so many variations.”
The precision and durability of the sword used during the Crusades
remains quite remarkable. With the Norman Sword, a person could cleave
through an iron helm and cut a man down to the shoulders.
Though men kept their hands filled with steel much of the time during the crusades, necessity often called them to have their hands free to
do other things, at which time the sword was housed in a scabbard that
hung by leather straps on the left-hand side, although the possibility—as
in boxing— of sometimes coming up against a southpaw (or lefthander)
must have remained a challenge. The scabbard, constructed of wooden
strips covered and wrapped with leather, had a metal guard mounted
round the mouth and a metal chape at the tip.
Although the development of plate armour had begun, it was not until the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries that the armourer's craft had
evolved sufficiently to construct angular and fluted metal surfaces which
could deflect a sword blow. As forms of bodily defense, the Crusader had

a Hauberk (or shirt of chain mail), a helm, and a shield. Both the helm and the shield
(of Norman design) became widely used during the era of the Crusades. The shield,
constructed mostly of wood, had hardened and dried leather laid over the wooden surface.
The helm's design did not call for elaborate decoration, but for efficiency. The
helm usually had a conical shape, and deflected any blow aimed at the head. Protection for the cheeks, nose, and face came from the nasal, a bar coming down from the
rim to protect from slashing cuts to the face.
Most Norman helms possessed a framework of iron or bronze, lined with plates
of the same metal. Helms hammered out of a single piece of iron provided superior,
and by far, the strongest protection. To protect the wearer's head, from the harsh metal, and to cushion the shock of any blow to the head, armourers lined the interior with
quilted or padded material. In the midsummer heat of the East, where temperatures
are often in the one hundreds, it could hardly have been pleasant to wear.
Many Knights, in lieu of the metal helm, wore a coif (a close-fitting hood made
out of chain mail).
As Charles Ffoulkes commented in The Armourer and his Craft: "It is one of the
mysteries in the history of armour how the Crusaders can have fought under the
scorching sun of the East in thick quilted garments covered with excessively heavy
chain mail, for this equipment was so cumbersome to take on and off that it must frequently have been worn night and day..."
The making of chain mail: First, the metal was drawn into wire, and then formed
and cut into open-ended circlets. The builder would interweave the links, then the ends
were flattened, drilled and riveted together. Clearly, no skin, however toughened by
the sun, could tolerate such a garment next to it for long, so beneath his coat of mail
the armoured man wore a padded or quilted jacket (called a gambeson).
Quite apart from this, there were other disadvantages of chain mail, such as the
danger of links splintering under a blow and perforating the skin.
And that was the tools of war for the Crusades. Next month, a few words about
the Crusaders themselves.
~Making Lady Emma by Lady Emma Longstride~
I was born in 1265 and married in 1280 to Walter Thomas
Longstride. I had my first child, a daughter named Jemma,
in January 1281. I then had five sons. The first was born at
the end of 1281, and the next four every year after. In 1285,
I’ve turned twenty with six children. My family lives on my
husband’s 47 acres outside of York.
I'm not actually a Lady yet in the SCA. Still very
new. My persona was born and raised in a castle. My mother and father are Lord and Lady of the Island of Wight. My
father's wine is know throughout England.
My father was know to be a very kind man. My

mother's name is Mary Elizabeth Wight. She grew up on
the Island of Wight. She and my father knew each other as
children.
I've been trying to think of what my mother was
like. I know she wasn't happy with me always chasing after
my brothers and wanting to do what they do. She would
have preferred I be more lady-like. Once I married and
had children, she was deeply proud of how I handled taking care of my home and family.
I grew up as a tomboy because I had eight older
brothers: Daniel, Thomas, Edward, Joseph, William, Albert,
Charles, & George.

Plethora of Poetry

P a g e

Rainy Night (Ode to Gulf war)

Meatings by Thorn (Jim Heron)

Of leaving all constraint

By Thorn (Jim Heron)

The rending of meat

And moving down to the shore

The gnashing of teeth

A decadent flavor

The guttural sounds as they eat

To share with your neighbor

A drip, a drop
A newly found wet spot
A quick shift and back
To sleep, but not long
Till we repeat
A Drip, A drop
Another wet spot
Shifting one way
Wet spot,

Unless a bottle you have but one
The splashes of red and brown
The violent scraping sounds

Then maybe its time

Tearing flesh abounds

You should finish this rhyme

Mastication during deliberation,
Libation and the dirge of celebration
This is how the SCA Meets:
A cacophonous mashing of words

Back across

and treats

And we’re not

————————————

A drip, a drop
Crack, pop
Water pours in

Rum by Thorn (Jim Heron)
A drink for a friend
That will often send
Him on a quest for more

Poles fall down
Covered in skin

An add to a punch

Awake again

That will change any lunch

Drip, drop

From a subtle affair
To an affair that leaves you sore

One giant wet spot
———————-
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A beverage so quaint
That it leaves one to think

And make your way to the store
————————————
Quest for Something
By Thorn (Jim Heron)
A man and his horse
Set off, of course
On the trail to begin our quest
They followed the trail
With hope and maille
As they headed toward the west
Not a day would pass
Before they found a pretty young
lass
In need of a champion, the best
Without any thought
Whether ready or not

P a g e
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They made their way hastily, with zest

Away I Go by Iona (Heather Miller)
I was a lad not yet of twenty

The day grew long and weary

when I went off to the war.

And the trail grew dark and scary

willing to die ‘pon distant shore.

And eventually they camped for rest

I took from my lady fair

Not quite a man, I took my stand,
The very night that I was leaving,

With a loud sound they awoke

a promise that she would wait for me

And quickly the camp was broke

Day and night, we traveled quickly,

As they prepared for battle, ready to face the test
Still dark and quiet still

and the ribbon from her hair.
both by sea and upon land.
Those who fell were left behind us,
we waited not for any man.
Our bloods were hot, we ached for battle

The man and horse crested the hill

and to finally face our foe.

Sword at the ready as they approached the nest

and to hear their anguished woe.

We yearned to see them fall before us
We joined our brethren three days later,

The man dismounted his steed
His heart racing indeed
He thrust his weapon into the creature’s breast

The monster fell
Sent away to torment hell
His death throws leaving quite a mess

the battle hot and thick with death.
The smell of sweat and rotting body
overcame our every breath.
We heard the metals of our armor
kissing loud upon their shields,
and yet we entered loud and ready
for never would we yield.
I faced a man, not quite my equal,
for I was fresh, my armor bright.
He was weary from the struggles,
his breath was labored from the fight.

The man and horse met again with the lass
Who had promised them wealth and status
But she informed them that this test
This adventure to the nest
The need for the best
That had ended in a mess
A killed monster his sword in its chest
Had been a silly girl, talking in jest.

Yet he raised his seasoned weapon,
though it pained to raise it high.
We clashed upon each other strongly,
deflecting every strike we tried.
It was by chance he found my helmet,
and thrust a dagger beneath my chin.
He kicked my knee from beneath me,
at once I knew which one would win.
He left me there to bleed my life out,
knowing I would never rise.
My last thoughts were of my lady,
of her soft hair and smiling eyes.

“Why was it called the Dark Ages?”
- Because of all of the Knights!
———————————
“What did the frog say to the princess
when she wouldn’t kiss him?”
-Wart’s the matter with you?
———————————
“Why did the king go to the dentist?”
-To get his teeth crowned!
———————————
“Why did they call it Camelot?”
-Well, where else would you park your
camels at?

Life and the Battle Companions - By Rose (Amanda Heron)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
August 6th—Gorick MacRaith (Mike McNellis)
August 24th—Iona Nic Oitir (Heather Miller)
August 28th—Thorn (Jim Heron)
One year ago, we the members of the Incipient Shire of Graywood came together
to reestablish our beloved shire. And one year later, almost to the day, we met at
the same place we had at the start, and celebrated the fact that we had not only
established again, but that we are taking the Shire further!
Our plans for the future include now having an authorizing Marshall, shadowing
and possibly working with Bordermarch in order to shape our own event with
their help, working on youth programs, demos, school demos, creating decorations
for camps, doing event presentations, and so much more!
Every meeting that we come to, there’s always something more to be discussed.
Our upcoming meetings will include the Lufkin Forest Festival, the Huntington
Catfish Festival, and the Tyler Scottish Festival, among other things. We are
growing in our East Texas community. If you are part of the Incipient Shire of
Graywood and haven’t come to a meeting, but want to be active, or if you are interested in learning more, then please come to our monthly meetings. They are held
on the first Thursday of every month. We announce the location of the meeting on
our Facebook website.
~Vivat, Graywood!
Thank you to Ronja MacRaith (mka Melanie Scott) for her diligence and dedication
in seeing to our monthly notes and keeping us on task! Without her, we would be lost!

MONTHLY REPORTS
Seneschal Report

Marshal Report

I will be learning to be a siege marshal and

We will have an Authorization Day on August

building a ballista. We are also looking to

21st in Nacogdoches at Pecan Park. We will con-

help Bordermarch with BAM this year so we

tinue with only one practice a month until the

can learn how to put on an event next year.

end of September.

Exchecquer Report

Chronicler Report

We are currently sitting at –0– in the shire’s

I accidentally saved over this month’s newsletter,

bank!

so I had to start over from the beginning. I apologize for how late this issue is going to be.

Arts and Science Report

Webminister Report

There are no current projects until it gets cool-

We’ll have a recording from the hospitaler on our

er. Bardic has split into two groups—Open for

website and will be updating our calendar.

learning songs and performance pieces, and

There’s a cost for a website upgrade that we’ll look

practice for demo performances.

into. I need a bio from each member for the site.

Scribe Report
We are working on scrolls for our youth!

Ministry of Children Report
We have a new youth minister—she has sent in
her application and we’re awaiting a response.

Hospitaler Report
There is no current report

Other Reports
Our new Kingdom Seneschal will be Modius!
Congratulations to Modius!

OFFICERS OF THE SHIRE
Seneschal

Research Herald

Lord Walter Thomas Longstride /

Doug Batten

Thom Belmont

(No current email)

(longstrideofgraywood@gmail.com)

Scribe

Deputy Seneschal

Ito Wolfguar/james conklin

Ronja MacRaith / Melanie Scott

(jcfoxfire67@gmail.com)

(ronjamacraith@gmail.com )

Hospitaler

Lady emma longstride / janet belmont

Lisette longstaff/alyssa minshew

(jbelmont55@gmail.com)

(amminshew@yahoo.com)

Knight marshall

Minister of Children

Michael Gorick MacRaith / mike mcnellis

lynn parrish

(stonebear357 @hotmail.com )

(no current email)

Deputy Knight marshalls

Rapier Herald

Kilian MacRaith / j.d. scott

Taking Applications

(kilianofgraywood@gmail.com)

(no current email)

Ean MacRaith / david scott
(highlandmotorworks@hotmail.com)
Amaris Marinaro / ruth cantu
(amarisofgraywood@gmail.com)
Exchequer
Butch Duncan
(No Current Email)
Deputy Exchequer
Lisette longstaff/alyssa minshew
(amminshew@yahoo.com)
Cry Herald
Aubrey Ericsdatter
(kingdom@chronicler.ansteorra.org )

Minister of Arts & Sciences
Nicholas/Landon Blood
(graywoodartsandsciences@gmail.com)
Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences
iona nic oitir / heather miller
(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com)
Web Master
wiwaz /Charles Miller
(graywoodwebadmin@gmail.com)
Chronicler of graywood
Iona Nic Oitir / heather miller
(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com)
Deputy Chronicler
Kilian MacRaith / J.D. Scott
(highlandmotorworks@hotmail.com)

Ansteorra Calendar of Events
AUGUST 2016
5-7 Out of Kingdom—Pennsic
OCTOBER 2016
XLV
Sept 30-Oct 2 Bryn Gwlad Fall
Kingdom of AEthelmearc
Baronial
(C&W Pennsylvania, W NY, WV)
Bryn Gwlad (Austin, TX)
5-7 A Big Giant Problem
7-9 Gates Edge Fall Event
Chemin Noir (Bartlesville, OK)
Gate’s Edge (Houston, TX)
12-14 Out of Kingdom—Pennsic
XLV
Kingdom of AEthelmearc
(C&W Pennsylvania, W NY, WV)

SEPTEMBER 2016
2-4 Champions of Bonwicke
and
Academy of the Rapier
Bonwicke (Lubbock, TX)
9-11 Laurel’s Prize Tourney
Kynges Creke (Terrell, TX)

7-9 Namron Protectorate
Namron (Norman, OK)
7-9 War of Ages
Fynnon Gath (San Marcos, TX)
14-16 Coronation—TBD
21-23 Fall Event
Bjornsborg (San Antonio, TX)
28-30 Samhain Celebration
Eldern Hills (Lawton, OK)
28-30 Seawinds Defender
Seawinds (Corpus Christi, TX)

16-18 Defender of the Fort
Raven’s Fort (Huntsville, TX)

NOVEMBER 2016

16-18 Triumphe of the Eclipse
Mooneschadowe (Stillwater,
OK)

4-6 Three Tales …
A Canturbury Pilgramage
Rosenfeld (Tyler, TX)

23-25 Loch Fall Event
Loch Soilleir (Clear Lake, TX)

11-13 Queen’s Champion
Kingdom of Ansteorra (Texas

and
Oklahoma)
11-13 Known World Fiber
Arts Symposium
Kingdom of Calontir
(Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska,
North Arkansas)
18-20 War of the Rams
Bordermarch (Beaumont, TX)
(11/17—11/20)

DECEMBER 2016
2-4 Yule
Dragonsfire Tor (Stephenville,
TX)
2-4 Stargate Yule
Stargate (Houston, TX)
9-11 Tournament of Champions
and Stargate Yule
Stargate (Houston, TX)
16-18 TBA
23-25 TBA
24-25 CHRISTMAS EVE
& CHRISTMAS
Dec 30-Jan 1 TBA

