


Greywinds –  

 As we move into spring weather, we rejoice for the warmth and bloom that com-

bats with the dismal rain that has threatened to drown our spirits for countless months. 

We come alive again as we eagerly embrace the sun. Just as we come alive, I hope to bring 

our newsletter alive with the different blooms of our incipient shire. From our ever-ready 

fighters to the nimble handed sewers, from the artistic touches to the rough and newly 

fashioned. We are ALIVE, my fellow shire mates.  

 My endeavor with this newsletter is to show it, and I hope I do our shire honor in 

with each month. There is so much uniqueness in our merry group that begs to be touched 

on. There are so many stories within our folds that yearn to be shared. Just like our veter-

ans with their amusing tales, I want to bring Graywood’s story to life to share with fu-

ture generations.  

 We have already seen a growth. The new faces are a delight, because they bring a 

story untold and will add to our own ever-growing ballad. This is our beginning Spring, 

Graywood. We have only begun to spread our limbs. I’m eager, as I’m sure all of you are, 

to see how we will grow over time. What new tales will be embarked on? Whose new 

persona have we helped to build or bud? Pun definitely intended. What new song will be 

formed from that story and added to our growing plethora of ballads? 

 Our future is unwritten, yes, but we will have quite the time in writing it. It will 

be my utmost delight to share it. I hope I do all of you proud in doing so. 

 Vivat, Graywood! 

 

Sincerely, 

 Iona Nic Oitir (Heather Miller) 

Chronicler of Graywind & the Incipient Shire of Graywood 
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storm, and I loved it. It felt very 

viking,” Kilian said. There was 

some light rainfall, but not 

enough to stop the heat of bat-

tle. Thursday’s morning came in 

overcast with more light show-

ers, threatening to bring more. 

“It honestly didn’t look that 

bad,” conjectured Kilian of the 

storm. “The micro-burst didn’t 

hit til late that night.” The rain 

finally came in fierce and in 

droves, but didn’t seem harmful. 

 “We were sitting at 

Armand’s and Phyllis’ tent, and 

she had just lit incense,” recalls 

Lady Emma. The cell struck 

with a fierce burst of wind that 

had tents around them snapping 

loose of their tethers, breaking 

their metal poles, and rolling 

across the field. “Thom instant-

ly covered me,” said Lady Em-

ma of her husband Lord Walter 

Thomas Longstride. “I remem-

ber fire coming at me from the 

incense and wanted to yell at 

Thom to get off, because I 

thought I was on fire.” As soon 

as the first shock wore off, eve-

ryone sprang into action. “I was 

really proud of everyone in the 

MacRaith compound,” said 

Kilian.  (Continued on Page 7) 

By Iona Nic Oitir 

 

Spring is often a celebration of 

warmer weather, blooming trees, 

and for the SCA, it’s a time for 

the Gulf Wars! Come March 

12th, many were packed and on 

their way to Lumberton, Missis-

sippi to take part in the week 

long events. From heavy 

fighting to archery, jousting to 

fencing, the competitions were 

fierce. “There was fighting to be 

had from practically the mo-

ment the gates opened. Every 

day, a household, kingdom, 

order, or organization was hold-

ing a tournament or melee 

somewhere on site,” said Kilian 

MacRaith, who drove in with 

wife Ronja on Saturday. “We 

got a hotel and was on site early 

Sunday morning.”  

 “We went Tuesday 

night once we got off work, but 

didn’t get to attend until the 

next day” Lady Emma Long-

stride answered.  

 For those whose in-

terests were less bloody, there 

was the merchant row, multiple 

classes, and enjoying company 

at the camps.  “We didn’t get to 

see everything the first time,” 

proclaimed Lady Emma. “We 

had to keep going back to see 

more of Merchant’s Row.” 

 At night, bonfires 

would be lit so music and sto-

ries could be shared over the 

flames. “We attended the 

Heather Dale concert at the 

Green Dragon tavern,” Kilian 

said of the festivities. “We had 

thought to attend several of the 

classes on offer, but every time 

we’d leave camp, we’d stop by 

merchant row.” 

 The weather remained 

humid for most of the week, 

causing many of the fighters 

grief as they struggled with 

thick armor. “On Wednesday, a 

cold front rolled in ahead of the 

Gulf Wars XXV experienced a torna-
do cell on Thursday, March 17th, 

which did massive damage. 

B e w a r e  t h e  g u l f - n a d o !  

C A L E N D A R  

O F  E V E N T S  

 May 1st, 2016 - 

Fighter Practice  

in Nacogdoches 

(Pecan Park) 

 May 5th, 2016 - 

Populace Meeting 

in Huntington 

 May 6-8, 2016 

Loch Star-Gate  

Co-Baronial 

in Livingston 

 May 12th, 2016 - 

Sewing Night/Do 

Anything Night in 

Huntington 

 May 15th, 2016 - 

Fighter Practice in 

Huntington 

 May 19th, 2016 - 

Bardic Circle in 

Huntington 

 June 2nd, 2016 - 

Populace Meeting 

in Huntington                         

Graywinds 
May 7th, 2016 Volume III, Issue II 

Official Newsletter of the Shire of Graywood 

Have an article, a picture, 

a story, or an idea you’d 

like to see published? 

Contact us at graywind-

newsletter@gmail.com 



 The first step into 

the SCAdian’s life is one of 

awe. Garments made of soft 

cloth with trimmed silver 

and gold seem to draw the 

eye of those new and well-

seasoned. But what most 

people forget is that there is 

a first step when it comes to 

dressing for your first SCA 

event.  

 When it comes to 

your first event, the key is 

simplicity. No one expects 

your ensemble to have the 

finest embellishments, or for 

your armor to shine. A peas-

ant style blouse and skirt 

will do fine for a woman, 

along with a cloth of sorts to 

cover the head and conceal 

modern hairstyles.  

 For men, cloth 

trousers with a peasant style 

shirt or a T-style tunic will 

do. If this isn’t available, a 

cloak can be used to hide 

modern garments, such as a 

blanket or sheet.  Slippers or 

plain boots can finish off a 

plain outfit well, and give 

the individual a style fitting 

for their first SCA event. 

Should you care to embel-

lish with a sash, belt, or a 

baldric (a belt that’s worn 

across the chest), then take 

care with your colors. 

 White baldrics are 

worn by Master at Arms, 

white belts by knights. Red 

belts are for squires, yellow 

belts are for pelicans,  and 

green belts by laurels.

 Jewelry can also 

lead to misunderstandings. 

Circlets are often used by 

nobility, especially those 

adorned with jewels or or-

nate. If a circlet is desired, 

keep it under 1/4 of an inch. 

Should a necklace be de-

sired, the opposite usually 

stands true. Plain chain 

necklaces with no emblems 

or pendants are worn by 

certain groups. Wear a chain 

that’s under 1/4 of an inch if 

you do choose to wear one. 

 If you’re a fighter 

and desire to wear your 

weapons on your belt, it’s 

wise to learn your King-

dom’s  customs about wea-

ponry.  Until then, it’s better 

not to wear any weapons 

upon you, especially swords 

and axes.  

 When it comes to 

blades, there’s a certain eti-

quette set.  Most people 

wear a cord around the 

sheathed weapon in order to 

keep it sheathed, also 

known as peace tying. 

Should you ever unsheathe 

your blade, it’s customary to 

call out “Clear” to alert peo-

ple around you that you’re 

brandishing a dangerous 

weapon.  However, for sake 

of safety, it’s best that you 

not remove the blade 

around others, if it can be 

helped. 

 For more infor-

mation on garment guides, 

visit www.sca.org or  

www.ansteorra.org  

1 cup mozzarella, grated  

1 1/2 tsp. powder fort  

1/4 cup pine nuts  

1/4 tsp. salt  

pinch saffron  

pastry for a double-crust pie 

~Powder Fort~ 

3 Tbsp. ginger  

1 1/2 Tbsp. cinnamon  

1 tsp. cloves  

1 tsp. cubebs  

1 tsp. grains of paradise  

~Rice in Almond Milk~ 
1 cup rice (uncooked)  

1 cup almond milk  

1/8 cup sugar  

1/8 cup honey  

Cook rice and let cool. Mix with 

almond milk, sugar and honey. 

Heat to a simmer, and serve. 

~Mylates of Pork~ 

2 - 3 lbs. cooked pork  

4 eggs  

(also known as Guinea Pepper) 

1 tsp. black pepper   

Cut pork into approximately 1 inch 

pieces. Combine with eggs, cheese, 

pine nuts and spices in a large 

bowl. Mix well and place into 

bottom crust. Cover with top crust 

and bake at 350° until golden 

brown - about 30 minutes. Serve 

either hot or cold.  

 

Recipe from 
http://medievalcookery.com 

B e g i n n e r ’ s  g u i d e  o n  

W h a t  t o  w e a r  b y  i o n a  n i c  o i t i r  

D E L I C I O U S  A N D  D E L I G H T F U L  R E C I P E S  
F R O M  T H E  R E N A I S S A N C E  E R A  

P a g e  5  G r a y w i n d s  

Pictured above is a simple long-

sleeved leine that can be used 

by either gender. The leine is a 

rectangular form with down-

ward vees sewn into the sides. 

Q:"Why do castles have wa-

ter-filled moats? 

 A: “Have you  ever  seen a 

Mongol take a bath?" 

————————————————— 

How many Norsemen does it 

take to set fire to a lantern? 

Why bother with a lantern?

There's a monastery just 

over the hill. 

http://medievalcookery.com/recipes/shortpaest.html


Red Flowers by Iona Nic Oitir 

Picture by Amanda Heron 

I loved a man among the hills 

His face was fair as lily 

when he left, he took with him 

my young heart to the wars. 

When he returned, he brought to me 

red flowers from the mountains. 

I wore their perfume in my hair 

and clasped him in my arms. 
 

Red flowers in my true one’s hand, 

red flowers means he loves me 

red flowers clasped between us 

and my true love has betrothed me 
 

To him I gave a decade’s turn 

to him a strong, loud son 

to me he gave a promise and  

red flowers to remind me 

that he’d love me endlessly 

his affections never waver 

but I felt his heart start to wander 

as his affections soon tired. 
 

Red flowers in my true one’s hand, 

red flowers means he loves me 

red flowers that are turning brown 

no longer blooming for me 
 

I pined each time to see him leave, 

not knowing where he wandered 

And so I followed him to town 

and wondered where he would go 

He did not see me following 

his attention drawn away 

to a maiden with fiery hair 

with her tender eyes aglow 
 

Red flowers in my lover’s hands 

red flowers he gave to her 

red flowers that once were mine 

now given to another 

 
He turned to kiss his lovely maid, 

a young lass not yet twenty 

within her hands she clasped red flow-
ers 

And at once I knew their meaning 

“You are my love,” he told his dear 

“Now you and I shall soon wed. 

You’ll be my wife, and I your man 

‘Neath the oak tree this evening.” 

 

Red flowers for his new true love 

red flowers he had given 

red flowers means he’s taken her 

and I have been forgotten 

 

I followed them upon the brook 

to see them clasping hands  

I took a river’s rock to throw  

It struck him hard upon his brow 

He fell onto the jagged cropping 

Red flowers fell upon him 

Red flowers spread from his false lips 

As his new bride sorely wept. 

 

Red flowers he gave to both of us 

red flowers that grew on mountains 

Red flowers that blossom from his chest 

and pour from his heart in fountains 

 

The flowers all have fallen now 

and will no longer smell as sweet 

as they once did clasped in his hands  

when my love gave them to me 

 

Red flowers  meant that he loved me 

red flowers once meant he was mine 

red flowers grow upon his grave  

now that he rests on his hillside 

 



(Continued from Page 4) “We all spread out 

into the downpour and started gathering up 

what scattered equipment we could find.” 

 Many others did the same, rushing 

to close their tents or to gather what they 

could of their belongings in a hurry. Some 

gathered at the permanent structures to wait 

the storm out while others moved to their 

vehicles for protection. Six or seven vehicles 

were destroyed when lightning struck the vi-

cinity. “The guys were trying to assess what to 

do. They were telling everyone to grab the 

electronics to put in the tent while they took 

what they could down.”  

 Kilian, Ronja, Amaris, Armand 

(Arman Zulaica) and his wife Rugella (Phyllis 

Zulaica), Ean MacRaith (David Scott), Wor-

gan (Darren Middleton), Lord Walter and 

Lady Emma worked heavily and swiftly to 

keep further damage from happening. “We 

moved our gear to the shelter, collapsed the 

walls around the camp, lowered what pavilions 

we could, and checked the stakes on the tents 

we couldn’t collapse or lower,” said Kilian. As 

tents were collapsed, the discussion turned to 

what should be done. The unanimous vote was 

to seek out dryer ground. 

 The group chose to head to town 

and find a hotel for the night. “Everything we 

had was soaked,” Kilian explained. “We’d deal 

with the rest in the morning.” 

 “The next morning, we got up to 

survey the damage,” said Lady Emma. Hun-

dreds of people lost most, if not all, of their 

belongings during the storm. Wherever one 

looked, the devastation of the storm could be 

seen. “Everyone was checking everyone else 

out, making sure they were okay and that the 

damage wasn’t too serious,” said Lady Emma. 

 “It was kind of surprising,” Kilian 

commented. “There were downed trees, bro-

ken fences, downed tents. Most of the medie-

val tents weathered the storm without much 

trauma, though. I guess there’s something to be 

said for medieval engineering.” 

 Though there were some who chose 

to weather the devastation and remain for the 

rest of the week, most began to gather what 

remained of their belongings to make the long 

trek back home. “We had no place to sleep 

and all of our armor and weapons were 

drenched,” Kilian said of their camp. “Even if 

there were going to be more battles, we would-

n’t be fighting.”  

 Pictures of the damage began to 

surface on Facebook the next day, showing 

those who hadn’t been able to come just how 

much destruction was wrought that Thursday 

evening. “We started helping Armand, Phyllis, 

and Amaris. They were going to have to un-

pack, then repack everything and finally they 

told us once they got the trailer, they would 

figure out where everything went,” said Lady 

Emma.  

 “Nothing wanted to go back where 

it was supposed to, and if you’ve ever attended 

a war, you know that packing or the event is 

pretty much like playing a live game of Tetris,” 

explained Kilian. He, Ronja, and Ean helped 

to get vehicles unstuck and to assist others 

with packing or to chase down runaway pets 

once their items were stowed away. “Due to 

traffic, rain, and other delays, we didn’t make 

it back to our front door until the wee hours 

of the morning. We were exhausted. We lost 

several hundred dollars worth of gear, but we 

were all home safe. That makes it a good war.” 

 The next Gulf Wars will be held 

around March of 2017, and there will certain-

ly be preparation in advance for any foul 

weather, should it strike again.  

Beware Gulf-nado 

 By Iona Nic Oitir 

 I dread my first event, or my 

first time in court. I’m sure my time will 

be spent with my head bowed, admiring 

the shoes of everyone I pass. I’ll be in a 

perpetual state of fear that I’ll offend 

someone. 

 However, here’s a friendly guide 

to help with coming face to face—or 

face to feet as I fear my first time will 

be— with the court. When in doubt, be 

courteous and polite. Address anyone 

whose station you’re unsure of as 

“mi’lord” or “mi’lady”. This term is ac-

cepted by all ranks and stations. 

 The first station that most peo-

ple should and will be aware of is that of 

the king and queen, as they’re the reign-

ing monarchs. They’re often seen wear-

ing the largest crown or coronet. Even 

those who have been reigning monarchs 

who have stepped down will have a no-

ticeable crown or circlet to indicate who 

they are.  If you’re unsure of their sta-

tion, calling them “Your Excellency” will 

be acceptable. Otherwise, they are “Sire,” 

“Your Majesty,” or “My Lord King/My 

Lady Queen.”  

 Princes and Princesses—both 

crown and territorial— can be addressed 

as “Your Royal Highness” until their cor-

onation to King or Queen. A duke or 

duchess, someone who has served at 

least twice as king or queen, is to be 

addressed as “Your Grace.” If the King or 

Queen has only served once, they are a 

Count or Countess, and should be ad-

dressed as “Your Excellency,” which is 

true for a Viscount/Viscountess or a 

Baron/Baroness. 

 There are, of course, alternate 

titles to this. Still confused and feeling 

overwhelmed? I don’t blame you! In the 

end, the court is understanding when it 

comes to mistakes, especially when it’s 

your first time. Don’t let the pressure 

keep you from having fun, and don’t feel 

intimidated. It takes time to learn who 

people are, and their ranks. As said be-

fore, when in doubt, a nice bow and a 

“mi’lord” or “mi’lady” is acceptable. In 

time, you’ll know who deserves a flour-

ishing sweep and who should be sweep-

ing down to you.  

addressing The courT: who’s who and recognizing Them 



P a g e  8  

History of Printing 
 By the end of the 2nd Century the Chinese had discovered a means of print-
ing text. They had at their disposal the 3 elements necessary; Paper, the tech-
niques for the manufacture of which they had known for several decades; Ink, 
whose basic formula they had for Centuries; & Surfaces, with symbols & text 
carved in relief. Some of the text were classics of Buddhist thought inscribed on 
marble pillars, to which pilgrims applied sheets of damp paper, daubing the sur-
face with ink so the parts that stood out in relief showed up. Some were religious 
seals & were transferred to use with text. It was their use that led, in the 4th to 5th 
Century, to developing an ink of good consistency for printing. A substitute for 
the marble pillars, seals appeared by the 6th Century in the form of the woodcut. 

The 1st authenticated prints rubbed from woodcuts were Buddhist 
charms printed in Japan & distributed between 764 & 770AD.   
 Textile printing was known in Europe in the 6th century, 
the designs consisting of repeated decorative patterns carved in 
stone or bronze. Printing on paper followed much later with the 

introduction of paper from the Orient. The 1st European paper was made in 1151 at 
Xativa (modern Jativa), Spain & soon after in 
France, Germany & Italy, notably by Fabriano of It-
aly, whose enterprise was established in 1276. In Eu-
rope, the 1st woodcuts printed on paper in quantity 
were playing cards.  
 The term “Kartenmahler or 
Kartenmacher” (meaning painter or maker of play-
ing cards) appears on a German document dated 1402. 
The process extended to the printing of religious pic-
tures & later were accompanied by a brief text. As en-
gravers became more skillful, the text became more important than the illustra-
tion & in the 1st half of the 15th Century, small books of several pages, religious 
works & Latin grammar were published for distribution.  



Across: 

3. Vito Corleone 

5. Treasurer’s Last Name 

6. Lady Emma’s Last Name 

8. Development of your Character 

9. Muskateer Sword 

12. Graywood’s Ship 

13. Incipient Sponsor 

16. What is the initial of Gorik’s position? 

17. What is our present status? 

19. Before arms it is a  

20. Ronja’s mammal 

21. Mullet tincture 

23. Common armor material 

25. Joey’s Rentzel 

Down: 

1. Make the new ones right at home 

2. Edged Polearm Weapon 

4. Ballista 

5. First name founder of MacRaith clan 

7. Scottish clan of Graywood 

10. Our current seneschal is addressed with what 

title 

11. A drum we play 

14. Green 

15. Minimum guage for cold-rolled steel combat 

18. Graywood Baronial court 

22. Throwing 

24. Battle Bunny owner 

 



                     If your SCA persona had a pet,  

                         what would it be and why? 

 

Lisette Longstaff—  

“A cat, because my persona is an apothe-

cary, and a cat fits the personality of 

someone having a room filled with glass 

bottles and trinkets.” 

Rose of Graywood (Amanda Heron)— 

“I see that my character would be a trav-

eler, so a dapple horse.” 

Lord and Lady Longstride— 

“An Irish wolfhound. We live in the country, 

we have animals and the Irish wolfhound is 

playful and cute. Most of all, they can bring 

down a wolf.” 

Next month’s question— How did you come up with your SCA per-

sona and name? 



 A Scotsman walks into a bar, fresh from 

battle. The bartender stops him at the door and tells 

him, “Whoa, lad, you can’t be bringing all those 

weapons in here. You’ll have to leave them at the 

door.”  So the Scotsman hands over his lochbar axe, 

his claymore from his back, his spiked targe from his 

shoulder, his dirk from his belt, his dagger from his 

hip, his sgian dudh from his stocking.  

 An Englishman sitting by the door is 

watching this growing pile of weapons with amaze-

ment. “My gods, why do you carry six weapons,” the 

Englishman asks him. The Scotsman answers, 

“Because seven would be overkill.”  

None will flee away from, 

 but will rush headlong into the fray. 

He sang about glory of battle and grandeur 

 of the feast. 

This wee shire of Graywood, where all are family. 

 Hearts are true. 

He sang of the battle turtle and the war hedgehog. 

 The grandness of the hostess. 

The cleverness of the seamstress and  

 the strength of the seneschal. 

So came to the shire of Graywood, 

 where the tales are taller than a ponderosa pine. 

The warriors are more fierce than an eagle in attack. 

 Upon leaving the field of glory, 

weary and crestfallen, 

 for ours had fled the battle. 

Leaving us to fend for ourselves. 

 So, the sojourn home, we passed a gypsy’s wagon. 

He was singing of the shire, 

 where everyone I tried and true. 

None will walk away from the battle. 

     Ito Wulfguard  

Cycles by Kilian MacRaith 

Cycles spin, 

 Worlds you win, 

  Some that you may use. 
 

Wheels that turn. 

 Roads that burn. 

  Lives that have been fused. 
 

Cycles spin, 

 Games begin, 

  Some that you may lose. 
 

Love’s the name. 

 Hate’s the game. 

  One that you may choose. 
 

Cycles spin, 

 In the lives of men, 

             Some that change their views. 

 

Swords have slashed. 

 Warriors clashed. 

  It’s still the same old news. 
 

The Cycle ends, 

 Death descends, 

  And you pay what’s due. 



 

MINUTES FROM MAy 2016 POPULACE MEETING 

Vivat, Graywood! Lord Longstride has returned and is in good health. 

He was able to take the stage for May’s populace. He opened the stage 

with calls of thanks to all for their hard work and dedication to the 

inner workings of Graywood. The conversation then moved to talk of 

our future intentions. 

 The new idea of Graywood Trading Cards were mentioned. 

If anyone is interested in their own trading card, please contact 

Kilian. Lord Longstride then spoke of the castle’s construction. With 

the help of “The Three Stooges” as he lovingly calls them, the arches 

are coming along and false brick will be used in decoration. Lord 

Longstride also spoke of a new area for archery being built on the 

other side of the castle.  There was much rejoicing with this infor-

mation, as many are eager to try their hand with throwing and ar-

chery. He will also be making six standard throwing knives to make 

use of for training.  

 Lord Longstride had expressed a grand opening meant for 

the Fourth of July. This will however be delayed. There was discussion 

about the Arts and Sciences—Landon has brought his baby home 

(hooray!), Jim Heron won the toast competition (congratulations!), 

and we will be introducing “The Old Dun Cow” and “Liars, Beggars, 

and Thieves, My Friend” to our repertoire. Those who need or want to 

learn the music, please ask either Landon Blood or Heather Miller for 

the Dropbox information to see the Youtube videos.  

 There was some concern over when the Sunday meetings for 

fighter practice will be. The decision was it will be held every first 

Sunday in Nacogdoches (not weekend), and every third Sunday in 

Huntington. There is also a co-baronial held on Saturday, May 7th, in 

Livingston.  It will be a nice day event for any who would care to go. 

There’s also going to be a children’s fighter’s practice at the co-

baronial. There will be armor and weaponry there to use for those 

who would like to bring their kids to the event. 

 Beaumont has asked us to see to an event to have at the 

castle in Woodville. The Bordermarch melees, a two day event, is al-

ready held there. This event will be a spring event, one that Huntsville 

is willing to help us with. Discussions for what could be held there 

are open. The Spring Melees being reopened were discussed. These me-

lees, hosted by Bordermarch, is where battles were held. There was a 

field battle, a castle battle, and a ravine battle. The other option 

brought up was a decathlon (ten events). Lord Longstride asks that 

we contemplate what sort of events we would enjoy having as a shire, 

since it’s our event. Most of the draw will, of course, be fighters. This 

doesn’t mean that arts and sciences, cooking, and other events can’t 

be added. It was decided to table the discussion until June’s populace 

meeting.  Charles brought up that he would like to take photographs 

of individuals in their garments, fighters in their gear and others in 

their period pieces. This is also meant for the trading cards, as well. 

Please be sure to contact Charles to set up a time and place for photo-

graphs. Waivers will also need to be signed, as Charles would prefer to 

use some of these photos on our shire’s website— 

www.graywoodshire.wix.com/graywood. 

 Heather also requested interviews from individuals con-

cerning their personas, their interests, and why they got into Shire 

of Graywood or into SCA. She will be contacting individuals for these 

interviews. Ronja brought up the fact that we’re attempting to reach 

San Augustine, Carthage, Diboll, Lufkin—make use of the parks or open 

areas to have fighter demos or gatherings — to gain attention. We can 

dress in garb to get further interest, also, and will discuss it at the 

next populace meeting. 

"May the bitter taste of death only sweeten the 
wine of life." - Kilian MacRaith 

“May your future be bright and your decisions be 
clear. If not then, Cross your fingers, Pray to your 
God, and Go for it.”  - Thorland O’Shae 

“May love shine upon your face like the sun on 
the flowers of the field.  
And may that love warm you on the coldest nights 

and shield you from harm. “ - Lady Lisette 
Longstaff 

“First to the wine, so we can discuss the divine, the arts, 
and music of the world. Then to the bread. Hopefully we 
will spread, less gossip, than butter. 
Next to our friends who have met their end; we shall see 
you in the next life, or another. Finally to you, this mot-
ley crew; there may be richer, but none better. 

Cheers!” - Thorne of Graywood 



OFFICERS OF THE SHIRE 

Seneschal 

Lord Walter Thomas Longstride 

Deputy Seneschal 

Ronja MacRaith 

Lady emma longstride 

Knight marshall 

Michael Gorick MacRaith 

Deputy Knight marshalls 

Kilian MacRaith, Ean MacRaith,  

Amaris Marinaro 

Exchequer 

Butch Duncan 

Deputy Exchequer 

Lisette longstaff 

Cry Herald 

Aubrey Ericsdottir 

Research Herald 

Doug Batten 

Scribe 

James conklin 
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Alyssa Minshew 
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Minister of Arts & Sciences 

Landon Blood 

Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences 

iona nic oitir 

Web Master 

Charles Miller 

Chronicler of graywood 

Iona Nic Oitir 

Deputy Chronicler 

Kilian MacRaith 

“Here's to doing good in this world. And if you 
can't be good, at least have fun.” 
—Ronja MacRaith 

“To those sunny days that make me smile, and to 
those rainy ones that bring me comfort. To those 
days I spend with my friends and family in laugh-
ter, who make me forget those spent with a sad 
heart.” - Iona Nic Raith 

“To the pretty girls, to pretty wishes, and to those 
who give such delightful kisses.”—Wiwaz 

“Here’s a toast to everyone here in the Shire of 
Graywood. You’ve made me and my daughter feel 
like we’re home. Thank you to all of you for taking 
us in.” - Marissa Cantrell 

 

The thrones of the Ansteorra nobility at Loch Soilleir’s Co-Baronials (Picture by Rose of Graywood) 



MAY 2016 

6-8  Loch Soilleir Spring Event  

Loch Soilleir (Clear Lake, TX) 

6-8 Rapiers and Romance 

Brad Leah (Wichita Falls, TX) 

13-15 Queen’s Champion 

Dragonsfire Tor (Stephenville, TX) 

20-22 Castellan 

Northkeep (Tulsa, OK) 

20-22 Guardian of the Tor 

Dragonsfire Tor (Stephenville, TX) 

27-29 Steppes Warlord 

Steppes (Dallas, TX) 

JUNE 2016 

3-5 Emerald Tourney 

Emerald Keep (Waco, TX) 

10-12 King’s College 

Namron (Norman, OK) 

JUNE 2016 

17-19 and 24-26 (Out of Kingdom) 

50th Year Celebration 

Kingdom of the Middle US 

(Michigan, OHIO, Indiana,  

Illinois, Kentucky) 

30—Summer Crown Tournament Due 

30—Summer Round Table Bids Due 

JULY 2016 

1-3 Kingdom Fiber Arts College 

Eldern Hills (Lawton, OK) 

8-10 Crown Tournament 

Bjornsborg (San Antonio, TX) 

15-17 Roundtable 

Kingdom of Ansteorra (TX and OK) 

22-24 Ansteorran Heraldic and  

Scribal Symposium 

Raven’s Fort (Huntsville ,TX) 

29-31 Out of Kingdom – Pennsic XLV 

Kingdom of AEthelmearc  

(C&W Pennsylvania, W NY, WV) 

31—Fall Coronation/King’s Champion 

and Queen’s Champion Bids Due 

AUGUST 2016 

5-7 Out of Kingdom—Pennsic XLV 

Kingdom of AEthelmearc 

(C&W Pennsylvania, W NY, WV) 

5-7 A Big Giant Problem 

Chemin Noir (Bartlesville, OK) 

12-14 Out of Kingdom—Pennsic XLV 

Kingdom of AEthelmearc 

(C&W Pennsylvania, W NY, WV) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

2-4 Champions of Bonwicke and  

Academy of the Rapier 

Bonwicke (Lubbock, TX) 

9-11 Laurel’s Prize Tourney 

Kynges Creke (Terrell, TX) 

16-18 Defender of the Fort 

Raven’s Fort (Huntsville, TX) 

16-18 Triumphe of the Eclipse 

Mooneschadowe (Stillwater, OK) 

23-25 Loch Fall Event 

Loch Soilleir (Clear Lake, TX) 

 

OCTOBER 2016 

Sept 30-Oct 2 Bryn Gwlad Fall Baronial 

Bryn Gwlad (Austin, TX) 

7-9 Gates Edge Fall Event 

Gate’s Edge (Houston, TX) 

7-9 Namron Protectorate 

Namron (Norman, OK) 

7-9 War of Ages 

Fynnon Gath (San Marcos, TX) 

14-16 Coronation—TBD 

21-23 Fall Event 

Bjornsborg (San Antonio, TX) 

28-30 Samhain Celebration 

Eldern Hills (Lawton, OK) 

28-30 Seawinds Defender 

Seawinds (Corpus Christi, TX) 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 

4-6 Three Tales …  

A Canturbury Pilgramage 

Rosenfeld (Tyler, TX) 

11-13 Queen’s Champion 

Kingdom of Ansteorra (Texas and  

Oklahoma) 

11-13 Known World Fiber  

Arts Symposium 

Kingdom of Calontir 

(Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska,  

North Arkansas) 

18-20 War of the Rams 

Bordermarch (Beaumont, TX) 

(11/17—11/20) 

Ansteorra Calendar of Events 


