A NOTE FROM THE CHRONICLER
It’s that time of year again! The weather is turning crisp, the leaves are going a delightful red and gold hue, and it’s time for camping! More importantly, it’s
time for Bordermarch. This season has always been a great favorite of mine, knowing that the earth is cooling itself off in preparation to bring new life after a brief
death. I don’t mourn the death of nature, but see it more as a phoenix burning itself
to ashes so that it can be reborn. That seems to be a favorite motto of Graywood, as
well. The legendary phoenix is such a unique part of mythology, that most people
find it intriguing.
Me, I’m still waiting for my deputy chronicler to finally give me my rearing
unicorn, complete with a rainbow pouring from its mouth and a guitar in its hoofs.
Or hands. Whichever you like. Yes, the complete idea of that is such nonsense, that
I’m sure you’re laughing at the picture it creates, which is my point. This season
brings out the merriment in people, because they’re getting geared for Bordermarch,
or War of the Rams. It’s going to be a time of camaraderie and silliness as we huddle up around bonfires to share stories, songs, and drinks. Sure, there’s going to be
battles, and the theme of this year is an intrigue in itself, but it’s the coming together that sparks such a flame of excitement for most people.
This will be my first year attending, something I have looked forward to
since I had first heard of the event. A full weekend of escapades, listening to stories, and curling up under a mountain of blankets sounds like heaven to me. It
sounds like a chance to be a kid again, be silly, and to step back into time as my persona—Iona Nic Oitir—the Irish lass who likely stood at sea, watching otters play
while boats eased across the waters of Carrigtwohill to do trading. Perhaps my persona would have dreamed of unicorns, too, or maybe phoenixes. Or maybe she
would have worried about those Vikings wandering the area, worried one might
turn her into a salt wife. Either way, Bordermarch is a chance to step into that role
and explore who she is, and in essence who I am as her.
I hope to see you all there.
Sincerely,
Iona Nic Oitir
Chronicler of the Incipient Shire of Graywood
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O F E V E N T S


November 3rd —
Monthly Populace
Meeting @ the barn
in Huntington, TX—
@ 7 PM



November 5th—
Three Tales Canterbury Pilgrimage in
Tyler, TX



November 6th—
Gate Class @ Bordermarch in Beaumont,
TX—@ 2:30 PM



November 8th—
Chess night @ the
barn in Huntington,
TX— @ 6 PM



November 10th—
Do something night
@ the barn in Huntington, Tx @ 7 PM



November 17th—
November 20th—
BORDERMARCH



November 18th —
Open Bardic at
MacRaith Camp at
Bordermarch



December 1st—
Monthly Populace
Meeting @ the barn
in Huntington, TX—
@ 7 PM



December 3rd—Yule
Revel @ the barn in
Huntington, TX
1 PM—Tournament
6 PM—Pot Luck

I’M GOING TO BORDERMARCH
By Iona Nic Oitir
This will be my first time at
Bordermarch, or War of the Rams as
it’s now called. I have heard stories
from other SCAdians - some good,
some bad. Some start with, “No kidding, there I was and such-and-such
was angry.” Most SCAdians will immediately know who the person is
talking about. I won’t, but that’s okay,
because this year I’ll get to make my
first memories at BAM, instead of
making one by not attending. In the
meantime, I have asked extensively
about what I should and shouldn’t be
doing. There have been a numerous
amounts of suggestions. These are the
lessons I have already learned before
actually going to Bordermarch.
Lesson number one, be
ready to bow a LOT. There are going
to be people higher than I am, many
who wear circlets who are lords or
ladies, or barons, or duchesses, or
even the kings and queens. Try as I
might to learn who each one is, I fear
that I’ll embarrass myself and my
shire. However, mistakes happen, and
we’re all human, so I’m hoping the
king won’t be too angry if I mix genders, as I’m prone to do, and accidentally call him Her Royal Highness.
If he is, well, then we’ll see what my
punishment will be.
Lesson number two, be
sure to get to a bonfire at night, you’ll
need the protection as the temperature drops. Since this is where the
usual social circle is, as well, there’s
bound to be singing, dancing, drinking, and other various types of mayhem. I’ll admit that this is what I most
look forward to, and not only because
our shire has been extensively learning songs and branched into a bardic
band. There’s also the added bonus
of seeing if we can get a couple of

shire individuals drunk, and seeing
how silly they can get. I will also have
a warm bed to snuggle into once I’ve
reached the point of no return, and
there will be trusted folk around to
relax with. Why wouldn’t someone
want to seek out a bonfire?
Lesson number three is to
bundle up, bring a good chair, and
don’t expect to look exactly period.
As the temperatures drop, there’s
going to be people wearing jackets,
boots, snuggled up in blankets as they
trod along. I can’t blame them. It’s
supposed to be quite chilly this year,
though not as low in the temperatures
as last year, they claim. We also have
a bonus of rain that we’ll need to keep
watch for. Extra blankets will be needed to endure the night when the temperature goes down even further, and
the adage is now triple the amount of
blankets you had planned to bring. At
least one for bottom to fight off the
chill of the ground, and two for top to
fight off the chill of the air.
The fourth lesson is watch
yourself around the BFT - or big
fellowship tent. This is where royalty
hangs out. This goes back to lesson
number one, where there’s a lot of
bowing. There’s also an attempt to
rub elbows with the higher nobility
and royalty, and striving to keep
names together as you meet people.
Most of the time, they’re sure to be
busy with planning or visiting other
events, but there’ll be many others to
be bowed to, and there are the crowns
and thrones that must be respected.
Lesson five is that there’s
going to be noises through the night.
There will especially be drumming
through the night, or there is expected
to be. People will bring their animals,
who will react to the strange noises.
There will be dancing, and no one

knows how long that may go on. It’s
camping with many others, so no one
can really say how noisy or silent it’s
truly going to be. There will be chances for naps, for relaxation during
meals, if a full night’s rest isn’t had.
However, there will be noise, and it
can’t be avoided.
Lesson six is to bring food!
Even if you’re sharing with others,
bring more food than you may need.
There’s nothing more miserable than
sitting huddled at the fires and watching other people eat, because you
haven’t brought anything for yourself.
There will be folks willing to share, of
course, but even theirs is meted out
on purpose. There will be vendors
there, and some may have food left
over, but don’t rely on them to have
all of your food. This brings up another important lesson - bring cash! You
need cash to pay to get in. Most vendors will prefer dealing with cash over
card, and there’s a good chance most
or all won’t have square or paypal, or
other means of taking payment outside of cash.
There are porta-johns and
showers for use, there’s classes along
with the events, and a multitude of
things to do at Bordermarch. I look
forward to doing as many as I can, this
time. This time I won’t be under a
new prescribed medication that nearly
had me drive into my mailbox and
into a neighborhood sign on my way
to the site, nor will I try to take out my
car when I give up on attempting to
join in, and drive back with my head
hung low. This time, I get to explore
what others have told me, and see
about making my first real BAM
memory, so when it comes to my turn
to tell the story, I can start with, “No
kidding, there I was and such-andsuch was angry.”
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The Exploration of Alchemy
By Iona Nic Oitir
Most people who hear philosopher’s stone in this
day and age will instantly think of Harry Potter fighting off
Voldemort at age 11. Many of us would love to lay our
hands on such a precious gem, if such a thing could be
done, but there has yet to be an alchemist who could create
such a stone. Try as they have, they never could find the
perfect means to create gold, but they did bring us far more
discoveries.
Alchemy has always had its hand in scientific discovery, but it was so spread out between physics, medicine,
spiritualism, art, mysticism, and astrology, that discoveries
were of an altruistic nature. It’s true that most wanted to
discover how to turn things into gold by creating the philosopher’s stone, or how to find the elixir of life so they
could have wealth, health, and immortality, they wanted
more to test nature’s capabilities by changing one object
into another. It was their attempt at testing with the idea of
the philosopher’s stone that had them stumbling over making new dyes via chemicals. They would burn elements to
create a strong dyes, inks, and paints that royalty could
use in their garments and tapestries. This testing of burning
elements lead to the creation of lead paints and makeup, in
fact.
They also assisted in the founding of metalwork, in
enhancing leatherwork, and even in the preparation of extractions and liquors Their dabbling was prone to be
seen“get rich quick” schemes, especially in the medieval
period, when really, most were the laying bricks of modern
chemistry and medicine. It didn’t help that reading was a
rare occurrence in the Dark Ages, and most knowledge was
spread via word of mouth. Even as far as the 1600s, most
alchemists were deemed as devil-worshipping sorcorers. Of
course, it didn’t help that alchemists would borrow different
terms and phrases from many spiritual and mythological

backgrounds. Nor did it help that most formulas were prone
to read out like a spell or ritual of sorts.
Their dabbling led them into the research of the
human body, and eventually into medicines that were successful with inhibiting pain. Not all were safe, of course. In
fact, most were potentially deadly in that day and age, when
testing often meant “see if this fellow can take this much of
a dosage and live.” Okay, that may be an exaggeration, but
it may have felt that was the only possible way to test poisonous effects. Even as far back as ancient Egyptian reign,
the founding concepts of chemistry and modern day medicine were being created.
Their reach is still prominent, even in the Society for Creative Anachronism, as their effects are recreated by those
who compete in the arts and sciences competitions. Many
an entrant has placed forth the creations of multiple dyes,
stained glass, burnt wood, forms of armor and weaponry
for the perusal of others. SCAdians have documented their
work to show the form of creation used, and shown comparison to the work of alchemists used in the Medieval era.
We may not attempt to burn copper in the presence of a
noble gas, as they did, or attempt to create quicksilver with
the use of gold, but their techniques are still used in the
designing of our armor and weaponry, whether enhanced
and upgraded or not. They were the core of creation and
enlightenment, forced to hide behind witch craft, as simpler
minds believed.

Have an article, a picture, a story, or an idea
you’d like to see published? Contact us at graywindnewsletter@gmail.com or on facebook—
The Shire of Graywood.

Be sure to visit our website at:
www.graywoodshire.wix.com/graywood

D E L I C I O U S A N D D E L I G H T F U L
F R O M T H E R E N A I S S A N C E
Stuffed Eggs
8 eggs, hard boiled
1 eggs, uncooked
1/4
cup cheese (mozzarel
la)
1 tsp. marjoram
1/2 tsp. parsley
1/2 tsp. salt

pinch saffron
pinch sugar
Peel hard boiled eggs
and cut in half. Take
out the yolkes and
mix with raw eggs,
cheese, marjoram,
parsley, salt, and
saffron. Place yolk

mixture back into
egg whites, pin egg
halves back together
with a toothpick,
and bake in a
greased pan at 350°
until cooked through
- about 20 minutes.
Sprinkle with sugar
and serve.

R E C I P E S
E R A

Recipe from
http://medievalcookery.com

THE KNIGHT
by Iona Nic Oitir

There was a dashing knight of yore
With locks of golden hue
His smile was a bold thing to behold
And his eyes a brilliant blue.
The ladies swooned when he was near,
His name on all of their lips.
They fluttered their lashes and sighed
deeply
and blew kisses from their fingertips.
But no one could ever win his heart,
For he had only one affection.
Only one whose face was in his heart
Who was the ultimate perfection.
No one else could come so close
to the beauty that he beheld.
For the only love this knight could have
Was the love he had for himself.

Get your Incipient Shire of Graywood Trading Cards TODAY!
-Trade with other SCAdians-Share with your friends and family-Create a new design each year to five to
keep your trading card up to date every
timeAll it takes is a picture of you in ensemble,
answer a few questions, and you’re on
your way to having your own deck. Price
of cards due before creation.
Contact Kilian MacRaith for more information via facebook, or email him at
kilianofgraywood@gmail.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
November 2nd—Melanie Scott
November 22nd—David Scott (Da)

RUNES
By Kilian MacRaith
of the Iron Shell
Much speculation surrounds what is possibly the world’s oldest written language. Ogham, otherwise known as “Runes” has three possible origins; The Celts, Norsemen, or Germanic
Tribes.
The most plausible theory suggests that it
was the Celtic Druids who first developed runic
writing in the 3rd century, and that it then
spread to both the Norse, and the Germanics.
In the beginning, when the concept of
written language was unknown, Ogham helped
to lend even more of a mystical aspect to the
druids, who were “magically” able to learn
things from strange pictures carved in stone.
Runic markings were found almost exclusively on stone, with the corner often being the
central starting point. The letters were most often
formed of straight or sloping lines to either side
of a central vertical line or crack in a stone.
Ogham, depending on its region of origin
is either read from bottom to top, or top to bottom, but not from side to side.
While the Celts were hesitant to put
aside their Filidh and bards in favor of a written
record of their oral history, the Norse and Ger-

mans had no such compunction. Soon, all three
of these peoples were leaving permanent markers of their passing.
Although the ancient runes date back to
the 3rd century, most of the inscriptions used today to form the alphabets were written in the
11th century.
Although this angular alphabet was designed primarily for wood or stone, examples of it
have been found on jewelry, hardened clay,
whalebone, and weapons.
Runes can be classified as one of three different types: Norse, Germanic, or Anglo-Saxon.
To date, over 4,000 runic inscriptions have been
found in Europe. There have even been samples
of it found as far abroad as China, in what was
obviously a Celtic tomb near the Yellow River.
3,000 examples have been found in Sweden and can be traced back to the Vikings.
By the 11th century, with the conversion of
Christianity and the distrust of the priests for an
alphabet that they could not comprehend, an
end was put to the use of runes by all but a few.
Examples of Anglo-Saxon runes have
been located on hundreds of stones throughout
the British Isles. The Ruthwell Cross of England
contains the basic alphabet for the Anglo-Saxon
script and is held as the source for their runes. It
can be dated back to the early 8th century.

MONTHLY REPORTS
Marshal Report

Seneschal Report
All officers should do a gate shift at BAM. We
need to shadow them so we get an idea of what
to do for our own event.

All who are going to Bordermarch are welcome to camp with
camp MacRaith/Graywood. We are also not doing either
fighter practice this November, due to Thanksgiving and
Bordermarch. December 3rd, we have the Yule Revelry.

Chronicler Report

Exchecquer Report

We are currently sitting at –0– in
the shire’s bank! HOORAH!

There has been some misconstrued information about emails,
it is being sorted out. In the meantime, send in stories, pictures, poems, and more. If I don’t have your form of permission, get it to me, please.

Arts and Science Report

Webminister Report

No band practice this month, we’ll have an unofficial

Please submit your ideas, art, pictures, and whatever else

practice and sing-along at Bordermarch on Friday night.

you have. We are looking at the calendar for the website for

Bring your best drinks and instruments!

now.

Scribe Report
Scrolls were given out to the kids.

Ministry of Children Report
I volunteered to teach two teenage classes. Also, we have
made boffer weapons for the kids to use, and there are helmets
that can be decorated and used now.

Hospitaler Report
We’re gathering material for clothing. We’ll need to
take current trading cards to pass out, as well. I’ve contacted someone about learning about Hospitaler. New
contacts interested in the SCA needs to contact Lisette
(Alyssa Minshew).

Herald Report
The role of herald may soon be opening. This is still in discussion currently.

OFFICERS OF THE SHIRE
Seneschal

Scribe

Lord Walter Thomas Longstride /

Ito Wolfguar/james conklin

Thom Belmont

(jcfoxfire67@gmail.com)

(longstrideofgraywood@gmail.com)

Hospitaler

Deputy Seneschal

Lisette longstaff/alyssa minshew

Ronja MacRaith / Melanie Scott

(amminshew@yahoo.com)

(ronjamacraith@gmail.com )

Minister of Children

Lady emma Katerina WIght / janet belmont

lynn parrish

(jbelmont55@gmail.com)

(no current email)

Knight marshall

Rapier marshall

Michael Gorick MacRaith / mike mcnellis

Taking Applications

(stonebear357 @hotmail.com )

(no current email)

Deputy Knight marshalls

Minister of Arts & Sciences

Kilian MacRaith / j.d. scott

Nicholas sutton/Landon Blood

(kilianofgraywood@gmail.com)

(graywoodartsandsciences@gmail.com)

Ean MacRaith / david scott

Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences

(highlandmotorworks@hotmail.com)

iona nic oitir / heather miller
(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com)

Amaris Marinaro / ruth cantu
(amarisofgraywood@gmail.com)
Exchequer
Fearghus Hawthorne/jim Heron
(thornofgraywood@gmail.com)
Deputy Exchequer
liseTTe d’amour/alyssa minshew
(lisetteofgraywood@yahoo.com)
Cry Herald
Aubrey Ericsdatter
(kingdom@chronicler.ansteorra.org )
Research Herald
Doug Batten
(heraldofgraywood@gmail.com)

webminister
wiwaz /Charles Miller
(graywoodwebadmin@gmail.com)
Deputy webminister
fearghus hawthorne /jim heron
(thornofgraywood@gmail.com)
Chronicler of graywood
Iona Nic Oitir / heather miller
(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com)
Deputy Chronicler
Kilian MacRaith / J.D. Scott
(kilianofgraywood@gmail.com)

Ansteorra Calendar of Events
NOVEMBER 2016

Dec 30-Jan 1 TBA

April 2017

4-6 Three Tales …
A Canturbury Pilgramage
Rosenfeld (Tyler, TX)

JANUARY 2017
6-8 Steppes Twelfth Night
Steppes (Dallas, TX)

11-13 Queen’s Champion
Kingdom of Ansteorra (Texas and
Oklahoma)

13-15 Crown Tournament
Shadowlands (College Station,
TX)

7-9 Coronation and
King Champion
Kingdom of Ansteorra
(Texas and Oklahoma)

11-13 Known World Fiber
Arts Symposium
Kingdom of Calontir
(Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska,
North Arkansas)

20-22 Roundtable
Kingdom of Ansteorra
(Texas and Oklahoma)

18-20 War of the Rams
Bordermarch (Beaumont, TX)
(11/17—11/20)

27-29 Sable Soldier Project II
Chivalry of Ansteorra
(Texas and Oklahoma)
FEBRUARY 2017

14-16 Wiesenfeuer Baronial
Wiesenfeuer (Oklahoma City, OK)
14-16 Stargate Baronial
Stargate (Houston, TX)
21-23 Defender of the Flame
Glaslyn (Denton, TX)
28-30 Elfsea Defender
Elfsea (Ft. Worth, TX)
April 30th—Tournament of
Champions Bids Due.

DECEMBER 2016

3-5 Candlemas
Bryn Gwlad (Austin, TX)

2-4 Yule
Dragonsfire Tor (Stephenville, TX)

10-12 Kingdom A&S
TBD

5-7 Loch Baronial Event
Loch Soilleir (Clear Lake, TX)

2-4 Stargate Yule
Stargate (Houston, TX)

17-19 War College
Ravensfort (Huntsville, TX)

12-14 Queen’s Champion—TBD

9-11 Tournament of Champions
and Stargate Yule
Stargate (Houston, TX)

24-26 TBD
MARCH 2017

23-25 TBA

10-19 Out of Kingdom
Gulf Wars XXVI Kingdom of Gleann Abhann

24-25 CHRISTMAS EVE
& CHRISTMAS

24-26 Commander’s Crucible
Hellsgate (Fort Hood, TX)

16-18 TBA

MAY 2017

19-21 Castellan
Northkeep (Tulsa, OK)
19-21 Guardian of the Tor
Dragonsfire Tor
(Stephenville, TX)
26-28 Steppes Warlord
Steppes (Dallas, TX)

