


A NOTE FROM THE CHRONICLER 

 It’s time to welcome a new year. With it comes great potential and promise. 
Promise of change, of betterment, and excitement. It may see the start of new 
friendship, or the close of pain as another potential door opens. Who knows exactly 
what 2017 will bring with its young arms? It’s that unknown that excites us as we 
begin our trek.  
 I personally am excited by the anticipation of camping again. Bordermarch 
hooked its greedy fingers in me, and now I can’t wait to attend more events as they 
are created. I can’t wait to see what Arts and Science will bring. I’m excited by 
working on my first real outfit, and hope at the same time I’ll get better at sewing 
in the duration. These are my own anticipations, however, and barely graze at the 
anticipations of others. I know there are others who are excited by the idea of craft-
ing their armor, or weaponry. There are some who are learning how to fight, and 
they’re excited by the idea of adding to their already budding knowledge.  
 There’s also the new officers, who have so much placed on their shoulders 
already, but have more to learn with their new stations. We’re excited to see where 
they’ll take us. We’re also excited to see who will step into the folds of our shire 
and make their new mark on us, as one is prone to do. We’ll make similar marks on 
them—not physical, but mental and emotional, either in friendship or through in-
citing an excitement for the SCA, which is always our endeavor. 
 Whatever this year brings, we hope diligently for the best in everything that 
comes our way. We have so much to learn, both as a shire and individually. Let’s 
hope it continues to change us for the better. 
 
  Sincerely, 
       Iona Nic Oitir 

  Chronicler of the Incipient Shire of Graywood 
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Credits: 

cover art by Rose Hawthorne and Kilian MacRaith 

Pictures  by wiwaz (Charles miller) and iona nic oitir (Heather Miller) 

articles: 

kilian macraith (John David Scott)—”runes” 

iona nic oitir (Heather Miller)—”The exploraTion of alchemy” 

iona Nic oitir (Heather Miller) — “i’m going To Bordermarch” 

Iona nic oitir (Heather Miller) — “The KnighT” 

kilian macraith (John David Scott) — Pun-ishment 

Recipe Corner— www.medievalcookery.com  

 stuffed eggs  by Daniel Myers 

 

 

 



T h e  S e e l i e  a n d  U n s e e l i e  C A L E N D A R  

O F  E V E N T S  

 January 5th—

Populace Meeting 

@ the barn 

in Huntington, 

TX—@ 7 PM 

 January 8th— 

Fighter Practice 

@ Pecan Park 

Nacogdoches, 

TX—2 to 5 PM 

 January 10th— 

Chess night @ the 

barn in Hunting-

ton, TX— @ 6 PM 

 January 12th— 

Do Something 

Night @ the barn 

in Huntington, 

TX— @ 7 PM 

 January 19th—

Bardic night @ 

the barn in Hun-

tington, TX @ 7 

PM 

 January 22nd— 

Fighter Practice 

@ the barn in 

Huntington, 

TX—2 to 5 PM 
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By Iona Nic Oitir 

 Once upon a time, there 

were The People, better known as 

Tuatha Dé Danann...  

 Most people know 

some of their fairy tales, but 

they’re often better known as the 

Sidhe or Fae. Whatever it is 

they’re called, there’s extensive 

lore about them that only begins 

to cover their past. The People 

came from the mist, and went 

underground to protect them-

selves from outsiders. At least, 

that’s what some of the stories 

say.  

 What most people 

know nowadays is what the fae 

has turned into—the two different 

courts, the Seelie and Unseelie. 

Most believe that the Seelie rep-

resent the good side of the fae, 

and the Unseelie the dark side. 

There are many nuances lost in 

simplifying it in such a way. After 

all, even in good and bad, there 

are many shades in between. 

Most people don’t understand 

the concept of the courts by mak-

ing such blunt differences. By 

looking at the original roots of 

both, we can see those nuances 

to see how the two courts were 

traditionally understood.  

 The Seelie court is often 

termed with fae who give fortune 

and blessings. They were the 

positive of the fae who brought 

the good of nature forward, be-

cause they were usually the beau-

tiful, ethereal creatures, especially 

those of higher rank. When I say 

nature, I don’t mean just the 

earth, but also animal and human 

nature as well. They were the 

positive aspects, such as honor 

and love. Whereas the Unseelie 

brought out the negative, and 

were often believed to be the 

dangerous or unfavorable parts of 

nature, such as why animals 

would attack random people in 

the woods.  

 It’s believed that the 

Seelie were favorable to humans, 

because humans tended to seek 

out favor with gifts from the hap-

pier fae. Some believe this an-

gered the Unseelie. Others be-

lieve that they merely hated hu-

mankind, especially after being 

urged to live below the ground. 

Because of this hatred, the Un-

seelie would steal away humans 

for devious acts. In fact, the Un-

seelie were linked to the Sluagh 

sidhe. These were the restless 

ghosts who were sinners in life, 

and had never repented. They 

were rejected by the gods, be-

cause they had rejected both 

heaven and hell, and were forced 

to walk the earth instead. It was 

believed the Sluagh often kid-

napped the innocent to torture 

them. They were also the cause 

of illness and death. Once the 

innocent soul had died, they were 

forced to ride along with the 

Sluagh and be tormented for the 

rest of their lives.  

 What many stories tend 

to leave out is the mischievous 

nature of the Seelie court. In 

most cases, most of the pranks 

were deemed harmless. In other 

cases, a kidnapped human was 

given up as “lost to dance with 

the fae court.” Their lack of vio-

lence enchanted humankind far 

too easily, which hid the darker 

side of the Seelie court.  

 The Unseelie were so 

known for their intent to destroy 

mankind that any beauty that was 

hidden within their kind was ig-

nored, eschewed, and vilified. 

Their passions were wilder, and 

so more dangerous for it. Howev-

er, they were known for their 

bonds of honor that the Seelie 

didn’t always have. The Seelie 

had as much malevolence within 

their courts as the Unseelie had 

benevolence, though it was rarely 

shown. There were rules the Un-

seelie would follow that most fae 

tried to wiggle around, always in 

search of a loophole that would 

allow them to do as they pleased. 

Most people are familiar with 

The Hunt—but few know of the 

rules that The Hunt were honor-

bound to follow. 

 In our current culture, 

we’re mostly familiar with those 

of the Seelie court—leprechauns, 

fairies, elves, sprites, and pixies. 

Even in the fantasy games we 

play, we play elven creatures with 

no concern to the truth of their 

nature. We forget the intrigue of 

the orcs and goblins who may 

seem uglier on the surface, but 

have more to offer. It all depends 

on if you prefer to be lost with 

the Sidhe forever, or would ra-

ther one wild night of fear.  



and grind them in a mortar if 
fresh. If not, mix the ingredi-
ents together with your 
hands until it takes on a 
uniform consistency. 
Put mixture in a metal loaf 
pan. Bake for 45 minutes to 
an hour at 350°F. For food 
safety, use a meat thermom-
eter. Internal temperature 
should reach a minimum of 
160°F. Serve with Roman 
Gravy. 

Roman Meatloaf 

2 lbs. of ground beef  
5 eggs  
3 tsp. dried parsley (or 3 
Tbsp. fresh)  
1 tsp. dried oregano (or 1 
Tbsp. fresh)  
1 tsp. black pepper  
Enough broth to moisten the 
mixture  
 
Moisten herbs with broth 

Roman Gravy with Beef Broth  

2 cups beef broth  
8 oz. mushrooms  
1/2 tsp. dried parsley (or 1 1/2 
tsp. fresh)  
3 tsp. dried oregano (or 3 
Tbsp. fresh)  
1 tsp. black pepper  
Put broth and spices in a pot 
on the stove. Boil until thick-
ened. Slice mushrooms, add 
to the broth. Cook until the 
mushrooms are tender. Ladle 
over slices of meatloaf.   

Recipe from 
http://medievalcookery.com 

D E L I C I O U S  A N D  D E L I G H T F U L  R E C I P E S  
F R O M  T H E  R E N A I S S A N C E  E R A  

P a g e  5  G r e y w i n d s  

Have an article, a picture, a story, or an 

idea you’d like to see published?  
Contact us at graywindnewsletter@gmail.com 

or on facebook—The Shire of Graywood. 

Be sure to visit our website at:  

www.graywoodshire.wix.com/graywood  

 

 

JANUARY MINUTES 

Please welcome new member John Nichols to 

the shire, and congratulations to Shelby Hum-

ble for being our new performance director.  

We will be attempting to work on the ballistas. 

Lord Longstride will compile a list of necessary 

items and later post it online. Beaumont will be 

holding a siege engine building class on January 

22nd, for anyone who is interested in attending.  

Kelly has offered to teach classes to us—please 

get in contact with her to learn what skills she’s 

willing to share. She will be here until summer-

time, be sure to contact her soon. For anyone 

who would like to attempt making a token for 

our Spring event, please talk to Melanie to at-

tain some of the small pinecones she has. Peo-

ple are asked to wear the token after making it, 

to see if it will hold up. The tokens will be 

shown off at do-something night on January 

12th to see what is easily made and durable.  

For anyone who wants to take part of the Arts 

and Science competition at our Valentine Rev-

el, please remember to make documentation to 

show why the item is period correct. 



Seneschal Report 

Red Tape/Round Table is the last Saturday of 

January, it will be in Oklahoma. Anyone who 

would like to go, let me know. 

Marshal Report 

Our first fighter practice of the year is on January 8th in 

Nacogdoches. Our last practice was great, Shelby and Jim did 

wonderfully, and a thank you is offered to Shae and Darren 

for helping so much. 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

 Exchecquer Report 

We received a donation of $20, we 

will talk to the kingdom exchequer 

about paperwork now. 

Arts and Science Report 

Landon is moving things to Amanda currently. In the 

meantime, he’s in discussion with contacts he’s made at 

BAM. Amanda will be seeing over the Valentine Revel 

A&S competition in February. 

Scribe Report 

We are working on getting our scribe warrant-

ed at the end of January. 

Hospitaler Report 

We’re taking any donations of clothing, any pieces peo-

ple might have that they can no longer use, so new peo-

ple can borrow them to make temporary outfits. 

Chronicler Report 

The newsletter is being minimized. If anyone has any sugges-

tions for what they would like in the newsletter, please 

email me at graywindnewsletter@gmail.com 

Webminister Report 

Discussions of upgrading the webpage are still in talk. Dona-

tions of $1-$2 per person will help monthly with costs for 

this. 

Ministry of Children Report 

We’re making a toy box for the children to peruse through 

when we have populace or do-something nights. 

Herald Report 

The Herald is currently working with three people on their 

devices. Anyone who is still interested in making a device, 

talk to Don Shae, but please be patient. 



OFFICERS OF THE SHIRE 

Seneschal 

Lord Walter Thomas Longstride / 

Thom Belmont 

(longstrideofgraywood@gmail.com)  

Deputy Seneschal 

Ronja MacRaith / Melanie Scott 

(ronjamacraith@gmail.com ) 

Lady emma Katerina WIght / janet belmont 

(jbelmont55@gmail.com) 

Knight marshall 

Michael Gorick MacRaith / mike mcnellis 

(stonebear357 @hotmail.com ) 

Deputy Knight marshalls 

Kilian MacRaith / j.d. scott 

(kilianofgraywood@gmail.com) 
 

Ean MacRaith / david scott 

(highlandmotorworks@hotmail.com) 
 

Amaris Marinaro / ruth cantu 

(amarisofgraywood@gmail.com) 

Exchequer 

Fearghus Hawthorne/jim Heron 

(thornofgraywood@gmail.com) 

Deputy Exchequer 

liseTTe d’amour/alyssa minshew 

(lisetteofgraywood@yahoo.com) 

Cry Herald 

Aubrey Ericsdatter 

(kingdom@chronicler.ansteorra.org ) 

Research Herald 

Thorland o’shae 

(heraldofgraywood@gmail.com) 

 

 

Scribe 

Ito Wolfguar/james conklin 

(jcfoxfire67@gmail.com) 

Hospitaler 

Lisette longstaff/alyssa minshew 

(amminshew@yahoo.com) 

Minister of Children 

lynn parrish 

(no current email) 

Rapier marshall 

Taking Applications 

(no current email) 

Minister of Arts & Sciences 

Rose hawthorne/amanda heron 

(graywoodartsandsciences@gmail.com) 

Deputy Minister of Arts & Sciences 

iona nic oitir / heather miller 

(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com) 

Event coordinator 

Shelby humble 

(No current email) 

webminister 

wiwaz /Charles Miller 

(graywoodwebadmin@gmail.com) 

Deputy webminister 

fearghus hawthorne /jim heron 

(thornofgraywood@gmail.com) 

Chronicler of graywood 

Iona Nic Oitir / heather miller 

(graywindnewsletter@gmail.com) 

Deputy Chronicler 

Kilian MacRaith / J.D. Scott 

(kilianofgraywood@gmail.com) 



JANUARY 2017 

6-8 Steppes Twelfth Night  

Steppes (Dallas, TX) 

13-15 Crown Tournament 

Shadowlands (College Station, 

TX) 

20-22 Roundtable  

Kingdom of Ansteorra 

(Texas and Oklahoma) 

27-29 Sable Soldier Project II 

Chivalry of Ansteorra  

(Texas and Oklahoma) 

FEBRUARY 2017 

3-5 Candlemas 

Bryn Gwlad (Austin, TX) 

10-12 Kingdom A&S 

TBD 

17-19 War College 

Ravensfort (Huntsville, TX) 

24-26 TBD 

MARCH 2017 

10-19  Out of Kingdom 

Gulf Wars XXVI -  

Kingdom of Gleann Abhann 

24-26 Commander’s Crucible 

Hellsgate (Fort Hood, TX) 

 

APRIL 2017 

7-9 Coronation and  

King Champion 

Kingdom of Ansteorra 

(Texas and Oklahoma) 

14-16 Wiesenfeuer Baronial 

Wiesenfeuer (Oklahoma City, OK) 

14-16 Stargate Baronial 

Stargate (Houston, TX) 

21-23 Defender of the Flame 

Glaslyn (Denton, TX) 

28-30 Elfsea Defender 

Elfsea (Ft. Worth, TX) 

April 30th—Tournament of 

Champions Bids Due. 

MAY 2017 

5-7 Loch Baronial Event 

Loch Soilleir (Clear Lake, TX) 

12-14 Queen’s Champion—TBD 

19-21 Castellan 

Northkeep (Tulsa, OK) 

19-21 Guardian of the Tor 

Dragonsfire Tor 

(Stephenville, TX) 

26-28 Steppes Warlord 

Steppes (Dallas, TX) 

 

JUNE 2017 

9-11 King’s College 

TBD 

23-25 Bonwicke Artisans 

Bonwicke (Lubbock, TX) 

JULY 2017 

7-9 Crown Tournament 

Bonwicke (Lubbock, TX) 

28-30 Out of Kingdom 

Pennsic XLVI  

Kingdom of AEthelmearc 

(C&W Pennsylvania,  

W NY, W Virginia) 

July 31 Fall Coronation/ 

King’s Champions Bids Due 

Fall Queen’s Champion Bids Due 

7/28—8/13 Pennsic XLVI 

AUGUST 2017 

11-13 A Mid-Summer’s Dance 

Haldtre (Clinton, OK) 

18-20 Steppes Artisan 

Steppes (Dallas, TX) 

25-27 Glaslyn Artisan of  

the Flame 

Glaslyn (Denton, TX) 

 

Ansteorra Calendar of Events 


