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Baron and Baroness
Greetings Eldern Hills!
International Festival was a great success! We talked to lots of folks and will hopefully see 
many new people in the weeks and months to come! That being said, we think there is room 
for improvement and would very much like to hear from you on what we could do next year 
to make things better! We are looking at a new site for the "encampment" as it were. The one 
big thing that we had an issue with the heat and the list field not being in the shade. We are 
working on that!
Samhain is coming! The end of this month is Samhain, our 
biggest event of the year! We now have confirmation that 
Their Stellar Majesties of Ansteorra, Her Royal Highness of 
Ansteorra, and Their Serene HIghnesses of Vindheim will ALL 
be in attendance!!! Her Royal Highness will be having her 
Princess Tea at Samhain.



Eldern Hills is well known for being able to take a stressful event and make 
it run as smooth as any meeting or fighter practice. But, for that to happen, 
we need your help! Please ask Lady Rois (event steward), Lady Nafisa
(feast steward), Lady Gyna (gate steward), HL Villana (Head of 
Entourage), or Her Excellency Audrella (Royal Liaison) if there is anything 
that you can do to help out! We are sure that any of these ladies would 
greatly appreciate any and all help that you, our barony, can provide!
We couldn't be more proud of all the people within our barony.
YOU are what makes us such a great group! We couldn't do 
what we do or be who we are without each of you!

In Service
HE Daniel Schade
HE Fionnghuala Ruadh inghean Ui Choncobhair



Seneschal
October finally!! Samhain is just around the corner! Please attend 
and volunteer! We'll have Royal presence, so let's go the extra mile 
to make a good impression. Thank you all in advance.

International Festival was a rousing success!
My thanks to all who participated.

In service,
Erus Artorius, 3rd Baron of the Eldern Hills



October Meetings
October 4 Business Meeting

October 11 Kingdom Geography taught by HE 
Salvador

October 18 Bowyer Class taught by HE Daniel

October 25 – Final Event Planning – Atlanta Bread 
Company



November Meetings
November 1 – Business Meeting

November 8 -Thank You Court 

November 18 – A Brief History of Brewing and How 
Mead is Made

November 22 – Social  (or no meeting) 

November 29 Atlanta Bread Company 
Dinner Out – 6 pm



Reeve

Free Library of Philadelphia Widener 1, La 
voie de Povrete ou de Richesse (The Way 
of Poverty or of Wealth), fol. 64v (detail)

We have money.  Please turn in 
your Samhain receipts as soon as 
you can.  Also, if you are an 
officer, you have a budget.  If it is 
not used by the end of November, it 
goes away.  
Thank you all. 
Salvador



Marshal Activities - Chivalric
We have had a fairly good month, we had loads 
of people showing interest and have had good 
turn outs for the Thursday fighter practices. The 
barony has had good turn out for armor nights 
too. Let’s try to keep this moving and lend a 
hand if possible and if there are questions or 
need help in fixing or construction of armor 
please ask. See you on the field and in the shop. 



Marshal Activities - Rapier
Greetings all, 

This month report has some good things going on. We had the 
International Festival, we had four Rapier fighters and a couple of 
cut and thrust fighters.  They had a good time and there were no 
injuries. But the monthly fighter practice is still slim, we're 
looking for more fighters to come out and play.  The weather is 
getting cooler, so please come out and dress appropriately.   If you're 
not able to come out and practice with us, practice your drills at 
home and hope to see you at Samhain. I should be able to get back 
out there soon. I am getting closer to being medically released so 
hopefully I'll be out there waiting for someone to cross blades with.
Sorry for the long winded report - humbly your servant, 
Laird Raibert Gordin



Arts and Sciences
Greetings,

Preparations for Samhain are in full swing.  Secret projects and 
prizes are being made.  Scrolls are being designed and painted.  Test 
recipes are being prepared and consumed by grateful taste-testers.  
So much is happeningin this great barony, and we will hopefully be 
able to give credit and  have many pictures to 

show next month once the event has happened.  

Yours in service,

Baron Gassion de Beaumarchais

A&S Minister, Eldern Hills



Samhain

Pronunciation (/ˈsɑːwɪn, ˈsaʊɪn/; Irish: [ˈsˠəuɪnʲ] Scottish Gaelic: [ˈs̪ãũ.ɪɲ]

Samhain is a Gaelic festival marking the end of the growing season and harvest and the 
beginning of winter, about halfway between the autumn equinox and the winter solstice.  It 
is one of the four seasonal celebrations, the others being Imbolc, Beltaine, and Lughnasadh.  
It is widely celebrated in Ireland, Scotland, the Isle of Man, Wales, Cornwall, and Brittany. It 
is held on November 1 with celebrations beginning on the evening of October 31, as the Celtic 
day began and ended at sunset.  Those in the Southern Hemisphere celebrate Samhain on or 
around 1 May.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/Irish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/Scottish_Gaelic


For some, Samhain is considered one of the more important of the four 
seasonal celebrations. Some Neolithic passage tombs in Ireland are even 
constructed so that the sun shines through the passage and into the 
chamber at sunrise around the time of Samhain.

Mound of the Hostages, Hill of Tara
by Joshua J. Mark (CC BY-NC-SA)

https://www.ancient.eu/image/4028/mound-of-the-hostages-hill-of-tara/


Samhain was seen as a liminal time, when the boundary between this 
world and the Otherworld could more easily be crossed. This meant the Aos
Sí, the 'spirits' or ‘faeries', could more easily come into our world. It was 
believed that they needed to be appeased to ensure the people and their 
livestock survived the winter.

Liminality was “the in-between,” and many important events in Celtic 
mythology took place in liminal spaces, such as on the shoreline, or at 
liminal times, like dusk or dawn.  Samhain did not simply mark the change 
from summer to winter but represented a transition between the two 
seasons.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aos_S%C3%AD


Souls of the dead were thought to revisit their homes seeking 
hospitality. Feasts were prepared, a place was set at the table for them, 
and the spirits were beckoned to attend. Children would play games to 
entertain the dead, while adults would update them on the past year’s 
news.  That night, doors and windows might be left open for the dead to 
come in and eat cakes that had been left for them.  Some celebrants also 
set up ancestor altars.  Apples were left along roads for those with no 
families.  Ungathered crops and other offerings were also left for the 
spirits.



Early texts present Samhain as a mandatory celebration lasting 
three days and three nights where the community was required to 
show themselves to local kings or chieftains. Failure to participate was 
believed to result in punishment from the gods, usually illness or 
death. There was also a military aspect to Samhain in Ireland, with 
holiday thrones prepared for commanders of soldiers. 

Anyone who committed a crime or used their weapons during the 
celebration faced a death sentence.  Samhain was also a sacred time 
for assembling and for settling important business matters, such as 
the inauguration of new kings. Debts were repaid and trials for the 
more serious crimes were held, with justice meted out accordingly.



Stones with the names of the dead were thrown into bonfires, retrieved in the morning, 

and used to foretell the fortunes of the populace for the following year.  Since hearth fires 
were allowed to burn out, coals from these fires were taken to restart the home fires and 
they became a symbol of community and unity.  The ashes were spread on the fields to 
bless the land and ensure the next year’s crops.  

In Eldern, we celebrate with our version of the traditional fire.  All lights are 
extinguished to represent the hearth fires being put out.  We have a short ceremony and 
then participants throw logs and other memorial items on the fire and speak words about 
those lost in the last year.  It is tended all night and only extinguished after sunrise.  It is 
meant as a time of remembrance, healing, and community.  While the initial ceremony is 
rather emotional, as the night wears on, those who tend the fire share tales of our shared 
history and our bonds to the past and each other are strenghthened.   



This information was pulled from a variety of sources for a class many years ago 
during a virtual Samhain. Unfortunately, the full list of original citations have been 
lost.  It is intended  only to educate our newer members about some of the 
traditions surrounding our upcoming event and the information is not the work of 
one person or intended to be a scholarly paper.

For more information, here are some internet resources to get you started.

All About Samhain - What is Samhain? (learnreligions.com)

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/samhain

Samhain - World History Encyclopedia

Samhain Lore & Traditions - Information | Rituals | Recipes | Activities (wicca.com)
The Alternative Halloween Celebration: 13 Rituals to Celebrate Samhain | Gaia

https://www.learnreligions.com/all-about-samhain-2562691
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/samhain
https://www.worldhistory.org/Samhain/
https://www.wicca.com/pagan-holidays/samhain.html
https://www.gaia.com/article/modern-paganism-13-rituals-celebrate-samhain


All of this month’s art is from 
Bibliotheca Philadelphiensis – Digitizing 160,000 glorious pages of 
medieval manuscripts (pacscl.org)

Bibliotheca Philadelphiensis, the online home for 
documentation and progress reports on PACSCL’s medieval 
manuscript digitization project. BiblioPhilly includes high-
resolution images of more than 160,000 pages of European 
medieval and early modern codices — virtually all of the 
holdings of PACSCL member libraries.

These images are freely available for downloading by the 
page, by the manuscript, or by the collection, under a 
Creative Commons license for reuse in any fashion 
whatever.

http://bibliophilly.pacscl.org/
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Baronial Champions
Chivalric Champion - William Cameron de Blakstan

Rapier Champion - Darian de Shameless

Cut & Thrust Champion - William Flanagan

Archery Champion - Cera ingen Fhaolin

Thrown Weapons Champion - Romanus Vesperianus

Bardic Champion – Beatrix Funteyn

Arts & Sciences Champion – Halldora Hrafnsdottir



“This is the October 2022, issue of the Elden Pages, a publication of the 
Barony of the Eldern Hills of the Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Inc. (SCA, Inc.). The Eldern Pages is available from Melissa Fryday 
at melissafryday@hotmail.com. It is not a corporate publication of 
SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2022 
Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on 
reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, 
please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the 
original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our 
contributors.”


