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Missives from our Landed Nobility 
December 1, 2022 

Greetings good gentles of Bonwicke, 

 

We have had a very busy month, which was a lot of fun! It was great to meet some of you at our Abilene Mead Fest 
demo at Play Fair Park on November 5, we hope that you continue to meet us online and in person and continue to find 
your joy! Thank you very much to Lady Khadija al-Tashjiani, Lord Brynjolfr austmannaskelfir, Lady Hrafna Sjona, Mistress 
Regina de Masquer, Lady Aoibheann, Milord Nikolai, Milady Bridgette, and Milord John for all of your help; without you our 
demo would not have been nearly as successful. We also look forward to more activities in Abilene in the future; we can’t 
wait to see your smiling faces again.  

 

On November 12 many of our group members attended Virtual Round Table and obtained training and informational discus-
sions on areas that interested them. Thank you all so much for your attendance; many officers and participants make run-
ning a Barony light work and we do not stand alone. We are an army, the best and friendliest army in the Known World!  

 

On the third weekend in November the Bonwicke Army made a trek to the Barony of Bordermarch for their War of the 
Rams/BAM/Fred event and put on a glorious showing! Congratulations to Lady Cezynne Nadelin for placing second in the 
AXE tournament, to milady Angelica for being chosen as Bordermarch’s Youth Bardic Champion, to Honorable Lady Beatrix 
Funteyn for volunteering her time to man the gate, and to Her Excellency Alusch and Lord Brynjolfr for magnificent battle-
field kills! We can’t wait until next year! We also have much better ideas now about appropriate cold weather garb and 
modern ways to supplement said garb for warmth, so please talk to us about this if you have concerns about attending 
outdoors colder weather events.  

 

Finally, on November 26 Lady Khadija kindly opened her home for a fantastic revel and we are very pleased that all who 
attended had a lot of fun. Thank you Lady Khadija for hosting, Lady Hrafna for set up and clean up, Mistress Regina and 
Lord Brynjolfr in addition to the listed above for the yummy food. We are excited to see our newer faces being welcomed 
into our Barony. We look forward to more parties in the New Year!  
 

Many events are coming up in December, including Stargate’s (Dec. 03), Elfsea’s (Dec. 03), and Weisenfeuer’s (Dec. 
17) Yule events, and Vindheim Coronet Tourney hosted by the Shire of Brad Leah (Dec. 10). If you’re interested in at-
tending one or some of these events, please let our group know on the Book of Faces as it’s nice to know who else is 
attending, and to possibly share rides or accommodations. A great way to make new friends with similar interests is attend-
ing events and asking people questions. Volunteering with an aspect of the event such as gate or hydration services is al-
so highly effective!  
 

Coming up in the New Year, we will be seeking volunteers to run our upcoming events. Two Artisans Two 
Bards will be held on June 24, preferably in Abilene. We would also like to put forward bids for Kingdom 
events, including Crown Tournament (April 08) and Queen’s Champion (July 15), as events are our group’s 
main source of income and we’d like to be able to provide loaner martial arts equipment so that newcomers 
can try these areas prior to making a large financial equipment, so that our group can grow. We also look 
forward to putting on fundraisers at future events. Please let us know if you have any interests or questions 
about running an event, putting in a bid, organizing a fundraiser, or indeed, about anything at all! We love 
to hear from you!  

As the year is coming to an end this sets us up for new beginnings. Bonwicke is strong, we are resilient, and 
we memorable. We look forward to continuing to make memories and growing. This has been a great year 
and we look forward to many more.  

 

Yours in joyful service, 

 

 Baronesses Alusch and Eleanor 
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egnum (List of Officers) 

Our Nobility Leaders of the Barony 
    Baroness Alusch Anneke von dem Sternen 

 baroness@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

    Baroness Eleanor of Bonwicke 
 baron@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
 

Seneschal Lady Khadija al-Tashjian  
 Chief administrative officer and legal representative of the Barony 

    seneschal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
Deputy: Brynjolfr austmannaskelfir 

 

Exchequer Lady Hrafna Sonja 
 Officer who administers the finances of the Barony.  

treasurer@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

Deputy: Position open for applications 

 
 

Minister of Arts and Sciences (MoAS) 
Brandon Eckaert 
Officer who fosters the study of crafts and technologies to create historically 
accurate projects within the Barony.   

moas@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
Deputy: Position open for applications 

 

Knight Marshal 
Lord Cian on Bonwicke 
Officer responsible for all Marshall related activities in the Barony.   

knightmarshal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
Deputy: Position open for applications 

 

Chronicler 
H.E. Master Richard Fairbourne 
Officer who oversees publishing of the Baronial newsletter.   

chronicler@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
Deputy: Position open for applications 
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egnum (continued) 

Hospitaler Lord Brynjólfr austmannaskelfir  
 Officer who helps newcomers; be they new to the SCA or             

 newly come to our Barony. 

Hospitaler@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
Replacement Deputy: Position open for applications 
 

 

Rapier Marshal Connor Dupre  

Officer responsible for all rapier related activities in the Barony 

    rapier@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
 Replacement Deputy: Position open for applications 

 

Webminister H.E. Master Richard Fairbourne 
 Officer who oversees and maintains the Baronies website. 

fairbournerichard@gmail.com.com 
Deputy: Position open for applications 

 

Herald Taking  applications 
 Officer who helps manage the Baronies heraldic needs.   

herald@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

Deputy: Position open for applications 

 

Minister of Children Taking applications 
 Officer who offers classes for participation for children 

Deputy: Position open for applications 

 

Archery Marshal  Taking applications 
 Officer responsible for all archery activities within the Barony 

Deputy: Position open for applications 
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eetings & Practices 
Every Saturday Fighter Practice Lubbock 1:00 p.m. 

  W. Ribble Park  

Every Wed. indoor Fighter practice and A&S at the Masonic Lodge  6:30 p.m. to 
8pm at 135 East Twohig Avenue, San Angelo, TX  

Lubbock A&S nights 2nd and 4th Thursdays at St. Andrew Greek  

Orthodox Church 6001 81st street Lubbock, TX 79424 7:00 P.M  

First  Thursday night of the month Populace  (Virtual) on Zoom 8:00 p.m. 

Virtual Social Time  3rd Thursday on Zoom ( see Facebook) 8:00 p.m. 

Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to try to ensure the health and safety 
of our event participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases 
during in-person events. By participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you 
acknowledge and accept the potential risks. You agree to take any additional steps to 
protect your own health and safety and those under your con-

All activities & meetings are open to everyone wishing to participate.  

No meetings or practices are scheduled during Holiday weekends.  

Changes in meeting or practice dates will be posted to the Barony of Bon-
wicke Facebook Group: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Bonwicke 
 

For more information regarding meetings, please contact the Seneschal at 
seneschal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

 
 
For more information regarding practices or other activities, please 
contact the officer in charge. Contact information is listed in the 
Regnum on the preceding pages. 
 

All who attend any SCA sponsored event in North America 
including local meetings, fighter practices, etc. must be signed 
in on a roster, at Troll, etc. prior to entering the event.  
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Greetings Dear Barony,  
 
Here's wishing you all a joyous holiday season! No matter what your spiritual 
path, there are many reasons to celebrate. With all the activity and bustle going 
on, I would like to share this wonderfully written piece with you: 
  

Please remember and be gentle with yourself and others; the winter solstice 
time is no longer celebrated as it once was, with the understanding that this 
is a period of descent and rest, of going within our homes, within ourselves 
and taking in all that we have been through, all that has passed in this full 
year which is coming to a close... like nature and the animal kingdom 
around us, this time of hibernation is so necessary for our tired limbs, our 
burdened minds. 
  
Our modern culture teaches avoidance at a max at this time; alcohol, lights, 
shopping, overworking, overspending, comfort food and consumerism.  
  
And yet the natural tug to go inwards as nearly all creatures are doing is 
strong and the weather so bitter that people are left feeling that winter is 
hard, because for those of us without burning fires and big festive families, it 
can be lonely and isolating. Whereas in actual fact winter is kind, she points 
us in her quiet soft way towards our inner self, towards this annual time of 
peace and reflection, embracing the darkness and forgiving, accepting and 
loving embracing goodbye the past year. 
  
Winter takes away the distractions, the buzz, and presents us with the per-
fect time to rest and withdraw into a womb like love, bringing fire & light to 
our hearth... and then, just around the corner the new year will begin again, 
and like a seed planted deep in the earth, we will all rise with renewed ener-
gy once again to dance in the sunlight."  
                                                                                            (by anonymous) 

 
So in the spirit of Winter herself, be kind to yourselves this holiday season.   
 
In Service to the Crown, 
Lady Khadija al-Tashjian 
seneschal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

   fficer Reports 

mailto:seneschal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org
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Chronicler  

Greetings all I hope you enjoy this edition of the oracle. We have another arti-
cle for Richard’s Corner. We have a special guest article from Jessimond of 
Emerickeskepe. Enjoy this wonderful Article! 

 

In service, 

H.E. Master Richard Fairbourne 

 
Webminister 

I would like to hear you ideas about any changes or improvements you would 
like to see on the Bonwicke Baronial Webpage. 

 

In service, 

H.E. Master Richard Fairbourne 

 

 

  fficer Reports 
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Dies December Activities  
Events 

 

I Thursday   
II Friday   
III Saturday 

  

IIII Sunday 

  

V Monday 
  

VI Tuesday 

  

VII Wednesday   
VIII Thursday   
VIIII Friday   

 

X Saturday   

XI Sunday 

  

XII Monday   
XIII Tuesday 

  

XIIII Wednesday 

  

XV Thursday   
 

XVI Friday 

  

XVII Saturday   
XVIII Sunday 

  

XVIIII Monday 

  

XX Tuesday 

  

XXI Wednesday   
XXII Thursday 

  

XXIII Friday 

  

XXIIII Saturday   
XXV Sunday   
XXVI Monday   
XXVII Tuesday   

 

XXVIII Wednesday   
XXVIIII Thursday 

  

XXX Friday   
  

  

This Calendar was created by Richard Fairbourne  

Saturday Fighter Practice Lubbock W. Ribble Park 1:00PM 

Saturday Fighter Practice Lubbock W. Ribble Park 1:00PM 

Saturday Fighter Practice Lubbock W. Ribble Park 1:00PM 

Indoor Fighter practice & A&S at the Masonic Lodge 6:30 p.m 

Lubbock A&S nights at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church 7pm 

Virtual Social time on zoom at 8pm– see Facebook group for in-

Virtual Populace meeting  on zoom at 8pm– see Facebook group 

Indoor Fighter practice & A&S at the Masonic Lodge 6:30 p.m 

Indoor Fighter practice & A&S at the Masonic Lodge 6:30 p.m 

Indoor Fighter practice & A&S at the Masonic Lodge 6:30 p.m 

Indoor Fighter practice & A&S at the Masonic Lodge 6:30 p.m 

Lubbock A&S nights at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church 7pm 

Virtual Social time on zoom at 8pm– see Facebook group for in-
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ingdom Calendar 
 

Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to try to ensure the health and safety 
of our event participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases 
during in-person events. By participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you 
acknowledge and accept the potential risks. You agree to take any additional steps to 
protect your own health and safety and those under your control as you believe to be 
necessary.  

For more information please see the Official EVENTS page listed at: ansteorra.org 

December 

  03   Barony of stargates 50th Anniversary and Yule 

  03   Elfsea Yule 

  10   Vindheim Coronet 

  17   Wiesenfeuer Yule revel 

January 

  07   Steppes 12th night 

  14   Coronation — Bjornsborg 

  21   Queens Champion — Bordermarch 

  28   Notrhkeeps Winterkingdom 

  28   Serpents Symposium - Loch Soilleir  

 

All who attend any SCA sponsored event in North America including local meetings, fighter practices, 
etc. must be signed in on a roster, at Gate/Troll, etc. prior to entering the event.  

Please visit the Kingdom of Ansteorra website for more information. 

There is now a page dedicated to Covid information and updates: 

https://ansteorra.org/covid-19-information/ 
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      Zodiac signs: Sagittarius and Capricorn  
 

A glimpse at a few Medieval (European) Holy Days this month:  

December 6 – Feast of St. Nicholas  

December 10 – 18 Hanukah  

December 21 – Winter Solstice/Yule  

December 25 – Christmas Day  

December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen  

December 31 – New Year’s Eve  

December is the first month of winter (Northern Hemisphere) and as such it often marks 
the beginning of rain, snow, and cold weather. It's name is derived from decem, meaning 
“ten” in Latin, because it was the tenth month of the year in the ancient Roman calendar. 
Today it is the 12th month of the year, the last month of the Gregorian Calendar, and now 
contains 31 days. The Winter Solstice falls on either December 21 or 22 and is the shortest 

day of the year and thus the longest night.  

Significant Happenings: 
December 4, 1154 – Nicholas Breakspear is elected Pope Adrian IV (aka Hadrian IV), the 
only Englishman to occupy the papal throne (1154–1159).  

December 7, 43 BCE – Cicero (Marcus Tullius) died. He was a writer, statesman, and was 
considered ancient Rome's greatest orator.  

December 11, 1282 –The last native prince of Wales, Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, is killed by Ed-
ward I of England.  

December 12, 1189 – Richard I leaves England, where he spent less than six months of his 
reign, to join the Third Crusade.  

December 14, 1503 – French physician Nostradamus was born in St. Remy, France.  

December 25, 800 – Charlemagne, King of the Franks, is crowned the first holy Roman Em-
peror by Pope Leo III in Rome  

December 29, 1170 – Death of Thomas Becket, Chancellor of England (1155-62) and Arch-
bishop of Canterbury (1162–70). He was murdered by four knights acting on orders from 
England's King Henry II. He was Canonized in 1173.  

December 31, 1600 – British East India Company, which eventually ruled India, receives its 
charter from Elizabeth I   

www.britannica.com and www.onthisday.com 

http://www.britannica.com
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Richards Corner 

By 

H. E. Master Richard Fairbourne 

Leadership and Perception in The S.C.A. 

Greetings, One and all, so let’s talk about the two-sided coin of Leadership and Perception. So, we will 

start off with a specific area like the Knights Marshall Office. This leadership role is responsible for all 

Chivalric Martial activities that take place in the Barony and at Baronial events. So, this is a standard 

perception of leadership. So, what happens if this Marshall does not show up to local fighter practices 

and more than just one, how does the populace then perceive this officer, how does it perceive the 

leadership of the local Barony. So, with Leadership roles comes a perception of that leadership role. If 

you fail to meet those perceptions, unfortunately people will not follow you as much, listen as much, 

support you as much or volunteer as much. Its not right but it does happen 

Avoiding the perception trap. How do you do that. 

When you commit to a leadership role, fulfill the necessary job responsibilities and  

research what those responsibilities are. 

Communicate with others about what’s going on with your leadership role so the local group  can 

support you. Communication is the key. 

Always show up, that is 99% of all jobs in the SCA. 

Try to get a deputy to have your back in case you can’t make it to functions. 

More on recruiting deputies in another Richard’s corner 

If you must leave a function, early make sure everyone knows as this can lead to false perceptions 

of abandoning your office or leadership role. Her is a personal Example 

Back in the day I was the autocrat for my local groups event 3 weeks before the event a family 

member had a function that I had to attend on a Sunday of an event I oversaw, so I would 

have to leave early on Sunday. I told all my staff and I thought everyone in my local group 

was aware. I was incorrect. That Sunday as I was packing up to leave site early for my family 

function. Three newcomers watched as I was leaving the site early on Sunday before every-

thing had been taken down, put away, packed up transported and then unloaded. I had 

talked to these newcomers about the importance and fun of volunteering and helping, and 

they felt I was betraying the very words I had already stated to them, they felt Betrayed and 

lied to, these three newcomers did not come around to the group again for two years. After 

a year and half, I went and talked to them in person and found out what the issue was and 

explained to them MY grandmother who was 96, was getting a surprise birthday party and I 

had to show up. After that they started playing with the group again. 

So don’t leave events early if you have a leadership role as it reflects badly on you and your group 

and can cause people to not support future actions, in the local group or even stop playing. 

Peoples Perception is their reality imposed on you 

If you must leave share your reason with members of your local group. 

Last and most important lesson, the populace does watch and listen to your words and actions, 

make sure your words and actions are something you are proud of and worthy of watching and 

listening. 
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Santa Who?  

By Aine Ingen Oitir  

  

It’s that time again, folks. Curb your anger, watch your tongue, and be on your best be-

havior. He’s watching you already whether you realize it or not, and he’s going to bring 

you to your knees if you aren’t behaving as you ought to. Santa Claus has his eyes fixed 

harder on us at this moment than King Jason has at court, when we’ve gotten out of 

hand. Just like King Jason, who tends to pop up in random forms of memes galore, Santa 

shows up just about everywhere, in different origin stories. His history is wide and color-

ful, and he doesn’t always come bearing gifts for the good. The man we now call Claus 

actually started life in 270 CE in Patara, Greece, as a boy named Nicholas, the son of a 

wealthy family. Good Nick eventually gave all his wealth to the needy and traveled the 

countryside to tend to the poor and sick. There’s even a story of his saving three poor sis-

ters from being sold into slavery or prostitution by their father. Nicholas apparently 

offered funds for each of them to have a dowry and marry well instead. Another story 

tells of three boys, who were murdered, quartered, and pickled by an innkeeper, so he 

could sell them to travelers. Nicholas prayed and the boys were resurrected to their natu-

ral human forms. History says he was later persecuted by the Roman Emperor, Diocletian 

and made into a saint by the Catholic church pre-congregation. A 13th century painting 

of him created by an unknown artist shows him as thin faced and stern. He eventually be-

came known as a protector of children and sailors. Santa’s pagan origins are more wide-

spread depending on your location. There are some Germanic mythologies that say that 

Odin, the Allfather, ruler of Asgard, was in fact the progenitor of Santa Claus. Depicted as 

a magical white-bearded man, usually with one eye, Odin rode his sleigh during the win-

ter solstice, leading the Wild Hunt with his eight-legged horse Sleipnir. The horse could 

leap in great bounds over long distances, much like the reindeer in today’s stories. Odin 

would seek out stockings that were filled with hay that children had hung by the hearth 

to dry and give the hay to Sleipnir to nibble. In some areas, once Christianity took hold, 

children would instead leave their shoes by the windows for Saint Nicholas to fill with 

nuts, fruits, and other sweets on December 5th (the Eve of his Feast Day). There was also 

the Germanic goddess of winter, Holda. However, she predates the Norse pantheon. 

Holda is thought to reside in the bottom of a well, rides in a wagon, and was the first to 

teach the craft of making linen from flax. Holda is a beautiful, blonde-haired figure in red, 

who would protect children’s souls. She is the goddess to whom the spirits of children go 

when they die. Her festival is held in the middle of winter, when people would retreat in-

doors from the cold, when she is thought to roam for twelve days and like Odin, she flew 

through the night and used chimneys to deliver gifts to children. In some of the tradi-

tions, food was left out for Holda, such as a bread-based sweet like a cookie along with 

milk, usually on December 24th, known as Mother Night. From 13th century Italy comes 

the story of Le Befana, an old soot-covered woman who’s believed to fly on a broomstick 

from each house that has a child. She comes through the chimneys to offer the children 

candy and presents. However, those children who had misbehaved only receive a lump of 

coal. Some of her history ties to the three wise men.  
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Santa Who page 2  
  
  It’s said that she came across them as they were searching for the newborn Christ 
and asked her to show them the way. She refused, but later had a change of heart and fol-
lowed them, bearing a bag full of toys for the new babe. Though she followed the star, she 
never found the manger, and so she now travels in search of him in each home, which is 
why she leaves presents behind for good children. Le Befana is said to travel on January 
6th, the day of epiphany. The day is celebrated with traditional Italian food and children re-
ceive presents.  
Then, in Finland, there is the lesser known entity known as Joulupukki, who is the Yule or 
Christmas Goat. Before Christianity, he was believed to be an ugly billy goat or a goat-man 
who frightened children during the Yuletide. Since Christmas took over, he’s been changed 
into a goat that’s used during Yule or Christmastide and is an older man the rest of the 
year, one who has a beard, long and gray, who enjoys eating… well, just about anything. 
He’s thought to wear red robes with a broad blue band with fur at the waist, uses a walking 
stick to get about and to slap anyone who isn’t nice, and has a wife named Joulomuori, or 
Old Lady Christmas. At Yuletide, when he reverts to his goat form, he helps to lead the 
sleigh along with the reindeer. However, in the story of Joulupukki, they can’t fly without 
him, which is why he’s often at the head of the sleigh. To this day, Joulupukki receives over 
500 thousand letters worldwide.  
No matter where you believe Santa originated, nor whether Santa is male, female, or even 
an animal, there’s one trait that stands true through each one – being kind and good 
means you will reap positive results, which is the whole point of the story of Santa. Just re-
member that whoever Santa may be, you are being watched throughout the year, and not 
only during December.  
 

A happy Winter Solstice  
to all and to all a great  

Christmas ! 
 

What’s in a Name - Boxing Day 
By Jessimond of Emerickeskepe 

According to the Catholic Liturgical Calendar, December 26 is St. Stephen’s Day or the Feast 

of St. Stephens. However, this second day of Christmastide is also commonly called Boxing 

Day in the United Kingdom, other British Commonwealth Countries, and a few other select 

parts of Europe. While the Oxford English Dictionary traces the earliest printed use of Box-

ing Day to 1833 , the exact beginning of this holiday is another Tangled Tradition to be 

sure! 
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What’s in a name Page 2 

 The charity of St. Stephen is the reason for the songs and customs which have       become 
the traditional manner of celebrating his feast. The old English carol Good King Wenceslaus tells the 
children how King Wenceslaus went out on St. Stephen's day to bring charity to the poor.” Medieval 
charity was often given by way of an alms box.  

 The money-box (moneybox, money box, money pot, money bank) is a known medieval artifact 
that still exists in different forms today. Modernly, here in the US, we call it a “piggy bank”, but in 
England small pottery containers used to save coins have long been known as “money-boxes” or 
“Christmas boxes”. The latter being due to the  popularity of giving them to children, apprentices, or 
those in one’s employ on the Feast of St. Stephen.  

 “One of the distinctive features of this form of money box is the fact that it is entirely sealed: there 
is no opening which would allow for the removal of the money stored within. In order to retrieve the 
contents, the jar has to be smashed. “Many of us still use the phrase “breaking the bank” when we 
need to purchase a costly good. 

In Elizabethan England clay money-boxes were frequently used in theatres to collect coins for admis-
sion. The coin-filled money-boxes were then kept safe in a storage room, known as the “box office”.  
Today, going to the theatre still involves purchasing a ticket through the box office.  
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Bonwicke’s Champions 
As of  - March 1, 2022 

  Chivalric Champion 
  Centurion Wilhelm of Bellatrix  

 

   

   

  Rapier Champion   
  Don Lorenzo Baglioni  

 

    

 

  Arts & Sciences Champion 
  Lord Gilli Refsson 

 

    

 

  Bardic Champion  
  Lady Sorcha McCullugh  

 
     

 

    Knife, Axe and Spear Champion 
    Master Haraldr Bassi  

 

 

   

 

    Archery Champion 
    Honorable Lord Wolf Derganger  
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This is the December 2022 issue of The Oracle a publication of the Barony of Bonwicke of the SCA.  

The Oracle is available from H.E. Master Richard Fairbourne  
             seneschal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

 

    It is not a corporate publication of the SCA Inc. 
and does not delineate SCA policies. Copyright 2022 SCA, Inc. 

 

For information on reprinting articles and artwork from this publication please contact the 
Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece.  Please re-

spect the legal rights of our contributors.  
 

Submissions must be sent to the Chronicler by the 25th of the month. An SCA Creative 
Work Copyright Assignment/Grant of Use Form must be on file or accompany all submis-

sions. 

mailto:chronicler@rosenfeld.ansteorra.org

