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The Oracle 
november A.S. 55  

(2020 C.E) 

 

Officer Contact Information   

   

 

 
 

Baronesses: 
Baroness Alusch Annika Von Der Stern 
baroness@bonwicke.com 
 
Baroness Eleanor of Bonwicke 
baron@bonwicke.com 
 

 Seneschal:   
Honorable Lady Desire’e Dupre 
seneschal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   

   
Deputy:  milord Vagus Marius 

    Chronicler:   
  Lady Khadija al-Tashjiani 
  chronicler@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   
  Deputy: Position open for applications  
 

 Exchequer:   
Lord Alessandro Venier 
treasurer@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   

  Deputy: HL Beatrix Funteyn (ER) 

   Herald:   
Honorable Lady Beatrix Funteyn  
herald@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   
Deputy: Position open for applications  

 Knight Marshal:   
Lord Cian of Bonwicke 
knightmarshal@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   
Deputy: Position open for applications 

 

  
Rapier Marshal:   
Lady Christiana del Norte 
rapier@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   
Note: This position is open for applications.  

 

  
Minister of Arts and Sciences:  
Lady Christiana Del Norte   
moas@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   
Deputy: Position open for applications 
 

 Web Minister:   
Master Richard  Fairbourne 
webminister@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

Deputy: Position open for applications 

   

 

Minister of Children:   
Position open for applications 
moc@bonwicke.ansteorra.org   

 Archery Marshal:   
Position open for applications 
archery@bonwick.ansteorra.org   

 

 

 
 

Hospitaler:  
Lord Brynjolfr Inn Rettr 
Hospitaler@bonwicke.ansteorra.org  
Deputy: Position open for applications 
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Calendar 

Baronial: 
November 5:  Barony of Bonwicke Virtual Populace Meeting  

November 12: Bonwicke’s Virtual Stitch-n-Tell with the Mistresses Marthe & Regina 

November 19: Bonwicke’s Virtual Scribe Night with Baroness Eleanor 

November 26: Happy Thanksgiving! No meeting this week 

(links to online meetings & events will be on the Baronial Facebook page) 

 

Kingdom: 
November 7: Elfsea Defender Virtual College and Kingdom Court 

November 21: Virtual Kingdom Court 

 

                         
Announcements: 

Congratulations to the following members who received awards during online court! 

Lord Brynjolfr inn Rettr received a Crimson Tear for service to the Barony 

Milord Vagus Marius received a Crimson Tear for service to the Barony. 

Lady Serena Calandra received a Golden Needle for high quality Arts and Science endeavors. 

Lord Ian the Green received a Golden Needle for high quality Arts and Science endeavors. 

To Bonwicke’s newest scroll holders…VIVAT! 

 

Congratulations to the following new officer: 

Milord Vagus Marius, Bonwicke’s newest Deputy Seneschal! 

To Bonwicke’s newest officer…VIVAT! 

Congratulations to the newest Champions of Bonwicke: 

Lord Brynjolfr inn Rettr, Bonwicke’s Chivalric Champion! 

Lady Czyne Nadelin, Bonwicke’s Thrown Weapons Champion! 

Honorable Lady Desire’e Dupre, Bonwicke’s Rapier Champion! 

To Bonwicke’s newest Champions…VIVAT! 
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From the Baronesses:  

 

Greetings unto the Most Great Populace of Bonwicke! 

 

We are most thrilled with how Bonwicke’s Champions E-vent turned out. We have received much 

positive feedback for your considerable efforts. Thank you Lady Czyne Nadelin for autocratting the 

event and recruiting teachers, Lord Brynjolfr inn Rettr for co-autocratting and hosting a most excellent 

Bardic Circle, Honourable Lady Beatrix Funteyn for hosting and moderating a Zoom room for the event, 

Master Richard Fairbourne for moderating and hosting ta Zoom room, and to Lord Alessandro Venier 

for his wizardry (i.e. technical support). We are also additionally grateful to Master Richard and Lord 

Alessandro both for their creativity in creating fair combat championships that emphasize courtesy and 

chivalry, and for making virtual Court happen. Thank you to our teachers - Lady Sigrun de Birca, Lady 

Nicaize Maupetit, Lady Lucina Romano, Lady Elspeth Bhoruma inghean ui Bhrian, Mistress Elena Wyth 

and Master Udvarhelyi Barar Aeryck, Master Richard Fairbourne, and Honorable Lady Beatrix Funteyn. 

Without you this event would not have been nearly as successful. Thank you to everyone who decided 

to spend some portion of their day or night with us; it was wonderful to see your smiling faces in the 

midst of these most difficult and trying times. Finally, congratulations to our newest Baronial award 

Holders – Lord Brynjolfr inn Retttr (Crimson Tear), Milord Vagus Marius (Crimson Tear), Lady Serena 

Calandra (Golden Needle), and Honourable Lord Ian the Green (Golden Needle). If you would like to 

watch, or re-watch our court a recording is available on the Barony’s Facebook page.  Huzzah and Dilly 

Dilly!!! 

 

We are deeply pleased that things are happening in our Barony despite the plague. We would like to 

have a bid for King’s College in the San Angelo area, and a bid for Ansteorra’s Heraldic and Scribal 

Symposium (AHSS) in the Lubbock area. Our target date for submitting complete bids is December 31, 

2020. It seems that we have an autocrat and co-autocrat for the King’s College bid, and a location for 

the AHSS bid (Honourable Lady Desire’e Dupre’s church in Slaton). If you’d like to volunteer to help 

with either bid, please keep an eye out for an upcoming bid planning meeting. We’re also thrilled that 

Master Richard is spearheading outreach to our neighbouring groups. We have done quite well as a 

group during this plague, and now is a good time to share our experiences and pay it forward. Please 

keep an eye out for a meeting with the Shire of Blackwater keep. At the least, it will be an opportunity 

to wear garb and make some new friends! 
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We look forward to attending future virtual and in-person events. If you have Kingdom and/or Baronial 

award recommendations, please let us know. It’s never too early to start planning Court and the award 

scrolls that make receiving an award so special. Original Kingdom award scrolls are also being plotted… 

please let Baroness Eleanor know if you’d like to help with some aspect of that (design, calligraphy, 

and/or illumination). 

Ever Yours in Service, 

   Baroness Eleanor Bonwicke    

 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Seneschal: 
 

Greetings Fine Gentles!  
 
The month of October turned out to be super busy with all the planning and preparations that went 
into this year’s Champions event. Thank you to everyone who worked, participated, competed, taught, 
and enjoyed the day! I believe it has been many moons since all our fighting champions have been 
LOCAL!  
 
We are still in need of a Minister of Children. I know this job is the hardest to fill, however at any given 
event it becomes the most important to grow our future Dukes and Duchesses! 
 
So many of you may not know that I have an addiction. I am addicted to reading historical fiction novel 
series. I want to share with you my current addiction with you. I am currently reading Paul Doherty’s 
Hugh Corbett Mysteries. There are 20 small novellas in this series, all under 200 pages, and I have 
made it halfway through! Paul Doherty OBE is an English author, educator, lecturer and historian. He is 

Baroness Alusch Annika Von der Stern 

 



 

 

5 
 

also the Headmaster of Trinity Catholic High School in London, England. Doherty is a prolific writer, has 
produced dozens of historical novels and a number of nonfiction history books. He has also written 
series’ pertaining to: Mathilde of Westminster Mysteries, Templar, Canterbury Tales by Night, Sir Roger 
Shallot Mysteries, and an Egyptian based series as well.  
 
Hope to see you all soon via ZOOM, Thursday November 5, 2020 for the upcoming populous meeting. 
The upcoming Thursday evening meetings look like they will be a blast and of course a great time to 
see each other.  
 

In service,  
 
HLdy Desire’e Dupre  
Bonwicke Rapier Champion 
 

.                                              

From the Chronicler: 
 

Unto the Faire Populace of Bonwicke, I bring Glad Tidings! 
 

The month of November is coming in as cold as witches’ bits! Stay warm and dry to avoid our current 

plague that has besieged our knowne worlde. We will need each of you when the plague fog lifts for 

our future! In the meantime, keep your sanity by sending poetry, artwork or ideas you are researching. 

We keep each other sane during this time of pandemic-helplessness. 

In Service to the Dream,   

Lady Khadija al Tashjiani 
 

 
From the Webminister: 

 

Greetings unto the Grand populace of Bonwicke.  
 
We successfully held our first virtual Champion event. I would like to thank Ld Alessandro and HL 
Beatrix for all their help in hosting this virtual event. My thanks to their excellencies and to the 
autocrats for all their hard work. Hopefully sometime in the next 30 days or so I will be hosting a Zoom 
meeting with the shire of Blackwater Keep. I will keep you updated. 
  
In service I remain, 
Master Richard Fairbourne 
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                             From the Exchequer: 
 
 Greetings and Salutations to all. 

 

As we approach several items that affect our part of the known world, we have the plague, we have 

another year of grippe, and we have a power influence that will cause anxiety in many. 

Please do not ease up your vigilance, we need to support law and order, and I mean equal law for all, 

and equal order for all. Please I urge all, review any code of Chivalry that is widely accepted, and live up 

that code. 

 

Off to business, currently are as such: 

 

General Fund: $8,615.54 

Armor fund: $50.00 

 

Total sum of $8,665.54 

 

No income has happened, no expenses have happened. 

 

Yours in service, 

Lrd Alessandro Venier 

Treasurer of Bonwicke 

Treasurer@bonwike.ansteorra.org 

 

From the Arts and  
Sciences Officer 

 

Greetings to all the Makers of Beauty in our Barony! 

You guys have been busy, and I love it! Thank you so much 

for the time and effort you put into edifying our Barony in 

these most trying times. 

Her Excellency Eleanor Bonwicke worked on two original 

scrolls, including an award scroll for Bonwicke's 

Champion. She also created some field calligraphy, taught 

a sewing class, taught a class on using Dr. P H Martin's 
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bleed-proof white ink, and is engaged in making a 16th century Anarkali gown. 

Her Excellency Mistress Marthe de Blenkinsop has sewn five pillows for children to use at her 

campsite and four more camp chair cushions. She also fashioned a pair of fighting trousers and altered 

another set. She then collaborated with Mistress Regina on a caterpillar plague rat, and with the 

baronial children on creating a set of 53 plague rats to use in various games and activities. Lastly, she 

produced/donated 100 objects for the Baronesses to use as largesse.  

Her Excellency Mistress Regina de Masquer collaborated with Mistress Marthe on the infamous 

caterpillar plague rat, and then created/donated 20 items for the Baronesses to use as largesse. She 

also sewed a  pair of pants, two men’s shirts, and embellished a hat.  

Honorable Lady Desiree Dupree created the Bonwicke Rapier Champion's scroll and completed some 

other painting. 

Lady Serena Calandra created the scroll for the Chivalric Champion that was awarded at Bonwicke 

Champions on the 24th. She also wove some trim. 

Honorable Lady Beatrix Funtyen finished all the seams on her hosen and has been learning how to 

trim and decorate hats. 

Lady Czyne Nadelin worked on research for her series of scrolls based on the Bayeux Tapestries. So far, 

she has found 18 of the 35 dogs in the Tapestries! She's also done some experimenting with herbs 

based on the works of Saint Hildegard von Bingen and has been researching the saints' other writings. 

She also made 9 plague rat largesse pieces. 

Lady Khadija al-Tashjiani thought about practicing her needleworking skills so that people didn’t 

mistake her work for a 5 year-old, and then she shopped online for some gold lining for her Persian 

entari, and then she saw a squirrel, so she wrote a haiku.  

At Bonwicke Champion’s, the following classes were held: 

• Ansteorran Music 101, by Lady Elspeth Bhoruma inghean ui Bhrian 

• How to Have a Successful Event from Scratch, by Master Richard Fairbourne 

• Early Roman Portraiture by Lady Lucinda Romano 

• Heraldry: The Art of Display; The Art of the Champion by Lady Sigrun di Burca 

• How to Make Papyrus by Master Barar 

Thanks to all our teachers for their support! I hope everyone has a new rabbit hole or two to hop 

down! 

Lady Czyne Nadelin (formerly Christiana del Norte) 

Barony Minister of Arts & Sciences 

Instructor, Kingdom Herbal & Apothecary Guild 

Barony Rapier Marshal 

Bonwicke Thrown Weapons Champion 
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From the Herald 
 

Greetings, good gentles of Bonwicke! 

I am glad to report that people have been continuing to research name and device submissions during 

the month of October. I hope to be able to submit paperwork soon for those who have things ready. 

I would like to specifically thank Lady Sigrun de Birca, Halberd Pursuivant (Herald for the Barony of 

Bryn Gwlad), for teaching a class on the history of heraldry at our Champions event on October 24. She 

made a compelling argument that the use of images and colors to identify groups and individuals was 

widespread throughout ancient history. Her presentation was packed full of evidence from extant 

items and was a joy to attend! 

Herald tidbit: You can register up to 5 alternate names!  

Because a person’s name is just a part of how they present themselves in the Society, some people like 

to have a name that “fits” the rest of their persona. Imagine if a person started out interested in 14th 

Century France and registered a name that fits that time and culture. Then, as they gain experience 

and learn about new skills or different cultural aesthetics, that same person decides that they want to 

spend more time and energy on the history and culture of 12th Century Russia. They could register an 

alternate name that reflected their Russian interests without “giving up” their 14th Century French 

name. 

However, just because you change your culture or time of focus doesn’t mean that you MUST register 

another name, and having too many alternate names can be confusing for others who want to get to 

know you and call you by your right name. Best advice? Think it through! 

If you have questions or need suggestions on appropriate sources for finding a registerable persona 

name, please let me know! I would be happy to help. I am available through Facebook, or through 

herald@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 

Ever in your service, 

HLdy Beatrix Funteyn 

Western Cross Persuivant 

herald@bonwicke.ansteorra.org 
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From the Rapier Marshal 
 

Greetings Finest Blades! 

I am hoping this missive finds all of you well! As you all probably know, the Kingdom has set out a plan 

for re-opening. We are not even near Phase 1, possibly due to Lubbock being at hospital capacity, 

therefore, there will not be a Baronial practice this month. 

I have said it every month since this thing began. You aren’t just protecting yourself. Wear a mask. 

Wash your hands. Socially Distance. Stay Bonwicke Strong! 

This is the link to keep up with whatever Phase we are, and what the rules are for each phase. 

https://ansteorra.org/martial-kingdom/ansteorra-martial-practices-reopen-

plan/?fbclid=IwAR2L5Tix1ZhFi_sbS0wqI97hzyQhyCexEjBUSAaf5DcfVtm9szW_8CihmAg 

Bonwicke Champions was a rousing success! Thank all of you for coming out “virtually” and playing 

with us. I hope you learned something and had fun. Vivat to our new Rapier Champion, Honorable Lady 

Desiree Dupree! Competing against her, I was confounded by her ability to remember complex 

patterns and accurately and speedily make the shots! 

So, normally, now, we would normally continue with our Rapier workouts, from Strength Training for 

Fencers by Harry James. Except I can’t find my book, and it’s 20 degrees outside, so I am not going out 

to the storage shed. So, we’re going to take a look at some “quarantine workouts” instead and return 

to the book next month. To make things a little more challenging you might repeat the workouts on 

your non-dominant side. It is good to train both sides of your brain. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhoKktAPtvA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b6GYTSxO7g 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SufOb77yqQ 

Of course, if you have not exercised recently, or are in medical care, please consult your physician prior 

to beginning a workout program! 

As Always, Enjoy your Workout! Have a great month! 

Lay On! 

Lady Czyne Nadelin (formerly Christiana del Norte) 

Barony Rapier Marshal 

Barony Minister of Arts & Sciences 

Instructor, Kingdom Herbal & Apothecary Guild 

Bonwicke Thrown Weapons Champion 

 

https://ansteorra.org/martial-kingdom/ansteorra-martial-practices-reopen-plan/?fbclid=IwAR2L5Tix1ZhFi_sbS0wqI97hzyQhyCexEjBUSAaf5DcfVtm9szW_8CihmAg
https://ansteorra.org/martial-kingdom/ansteorra-martial-practices-reopen-plan/?fbclid=IwAR2L5Tix1ZhFi_sbS0wqI97hzyQhyCexEjBUSAaf5DcfVtm9szW_8CihmAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhoKktAPtvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5b6GYTSxO7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SufOb77yqQ
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Populace Spotlight:  Lord 

Alessandro Venier 

This month’s spotlight is on Lord Alessandro 
Venier, Bonwicke’s own Exchequer. Lord Alessandro’s 
mundane name is Norbert Kessen, and he is a 
commercial and industrial journeyman electrician. He 
can not only check your lights on the battlefield, but he 
can check them in your home too! He has been married 
for 18 years to the lovely Lady Julianna Osvetital, and 
they have a smart and wonderful 17yo daughter who 
goes by Ray Dragonar. They also have an adopted fur-
baby, Princess Fuzz Fuzz Cupcake Zoom Zoom, which 
has (thankfully) been shortened to Fuzz-
Fuzz.  Alex works as a live stream videographer for his 
church and is trying to transfer that into a side job of 
producing real-estate videos. He states that  because of 
his high interest in technology, he can not go into a Best-Buy (electronics store) while wearing a blue 
shirt, (because) people ask him questions, and he feels the need to help them out. Sometimes more 
than the employees of the store! “I was born in the Silicon Valley,” he says unapologetically, “Tech is 
who I am.”  

Lord Alessandro’s persona is very late period northern Italian Verona.  When asked about how 
he was introduced into the SCA, he says, 

“ I was part of another group for the longest time, and I was highly involved with them. I held all 
but one position (the highest elected position,) but I noticed that the group was suffering from 
a lack of interest nationally, as they were so intertwined to one specific thing. As I separated 
from that group, I came across the SCA;  I have always had an interest in medieval 
impedimenta.  Coming from the other group to the SCA, I found that with the officeholders, it 
was a mere change of the titles of the officers. The people of the SCA, though, were not tied to 
just one specific thing. It was a was more lively and multi-faceted group. I found a broad 
spectrum of interests, crafts, and activities to become involved in. There also was an active 
effort to limit bullying and harassment, which is something that actually drove me away from 
the other group.” 
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As for being an invested member of the populace of Bonwicke, Lord Alessandro declares, 

“I am proud to be a part of Bonwicke; they are my 
extended family, and if anyone in the Barony needs help, I 
am  willing to do whatever is in  my power to help them;  I 
feel like the people of Bonwicke would do the same for 
me! If I need advice and know someone who has more 
knowledge than me, I can call upon their wisdom and 
counsel and offer mine whenever   someone asks or where 
it would be useful.” 

Lord Alessandro belongs to House Illuminatore, the 
Lubbock area household promoting the scribal arts. He has 
been awarded his Award of Arms, a Crimson Spear for 
fighting, a Golden Needle for brewing, and a Sable Shield 
for being in the US Army.  

Lord Alessandro enjoys architecture, brewing, 
chainmail, fiber arts (spinning & weaving), herbology and 
apothecary. He has a small interest in just about 
everything; certainly enough to start a conversation with 

just about everyone! He feels that he can learn from others and make friends in the process. Lord 
Alessandro also loves anything to do with martial activities. He has participated in chivalric, rapier, cut 
& thrust, archery, thrown weapons, and siege warfare. He does refrain from forging; when he was a 
volunteer firefighter, he suffered heat stroke and heat exhaustion, and is still heat-sensitive.  

 Lord Alessandro has been involved with several events during the past years, including an 
event hosted by House Illuminatore, being autocrat for one of Bonwicke’s Champion events, and 
volunteering to be the Parking Director at a Braggarts War ( a painful but much needed service.)  

Lord Alessandro has a great motto: “If people need help, I will do all I can to help.” This motto 
makes him a much beloved member of our Barony! 
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